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County Supervisors Weigh-in on State Infrastructure Bond 
Board calls for a process for funding local priorities 

 
SAN JOSE, CALIF.— Today, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors voted on 

a set of local priorities in preparation for the State Infrastructure Bond program under 

consideration in Sacramento.  Currently, various policy committees of the State 

Legislature are reviewing aspects of the bond measure and will soon begin negotiations 

on the measure. The three priority funding categories identified by the Board are: 

transportation, seismic safety and affordable housing.   

 
“The Infrastructure Bond Measure represents an important opportunity for the State of 

California,” said Supervisor Jim Beall, Chair of the County of Santa Clara Board of 

Supervisors.  “We want to be sure that if voters approve the measure, when it comes time 

to allocating funds, it is done in a way that honors local priorities.” 

 
For transportation projects, the Board of Supervisors favors using existing local 

prioritization processes, including augmenting the State Transportation Improvement 

Program (STIP), which uses a formula to allocate transportation dollars statewide based 

on population and state highway mileage.  This process would likely result in a more 

equitable distribution than earmarking funds for specific transportation projects.   
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“When we examine critical infrastructure needs in Santa Clara County several are top 

priorities,” continued Beall. “Not only must we address roads and highways, we also need to 

address hospital seismic safety and affordable housing.” 

 

The Governor’s proposal did not include the categories of seismic safety or affordable 

housing.  However, in Santa Clara County, bringing the older sections of Santa Clara Valley 

Medical Center and the adjacent Rehabilitation building into compliance with forthcoming 

seismic safety standards is a critical infrastructure need as is seismically upgrading trial 

courts before they can be transferred to the State. 

 

The County will advocate for the inclusion of a housing category for the homeless, 

emancipating youth, residential treatment and other special needs populations in the 

Infrastructure Bond Measure.   

 

“We are talking about making an investment in California’s future,” said Supervisor Pete 

McHugh, Chair of the Finance and Government Operations Committee.  “That 

investment has to include housing infrastructure.”  

#   #   # 
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