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County to Launch E-waste Collection Program 
 

San Jose, CALIF. – On June 6, 2009, the County of Santa Clara will launch a new countywide 

electronic waste, or “e-waste”, collection program. This program will allow residents from Santa 

Clara County to drop-off unwanted e-waste for free at convenient locations.  E-waste is a popular 

term used to describe electronic products at the end of its “useful life.” Santa Clara County 

residents can now bring their unused or broken computers, printers, laptops, used cell phones, 

TV’s or VCR’s to a collection event. By offering residents a way to recycle their used electronics 

keeps e-waste from ending up in our landfills and polluting our environment. With awareness 

growing on environmental responsibility, the goal of the County of Santa Clara’s Household 

Hazardous Waste (HHW) Program is to give residents an environmentally responsible option when 

its time to dispose of their personal electronic waste.  

 

“There is a growing concern in today’s society about minimizing its effects on the environment,” 

said Supervisor Cortese, an alternate on the Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission.  “I am 

proud that the County of Santa Clara will be taking the lead in providing such a wonderful 

opportunity for our residents to routinely recycle their e-waste as well as furthering the public’s 

awareness of protecting the environment.” 
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The Silicon Valley Toxics Coalition and the National Safety Council estimate that there are 500 

million outdated computers nationwide and 130 million cell phones disposed of annually. Although 

a large amount of e-waste comes from businesses and school systems, a large portion of these 

come from households as well. More than 20 million TV’s and computers are stored annually in 

homes and offices and only 10% of unwanted and obsolete computers are recycled. Since these 

products contain hazardous materials such as lead, mercury, and cadmium, improper disposal 

poses a threat to the environment.  The County’s e-waste collection events offer resident’s a safe 

and legal way to dispose of unwanted materials without harming the environment. 

 

“The goal of the Household Hazardous Waste e-waste collection events are to offer residents a 

convenient way to disposed of old laptops, televisions and other unused or unwanted electronic 

devices throughout the county,” said Greg Van Wassenhove, Agriculture and Environmental 

Management Director.   

 

The County of Santa Clara will conduct an e-waste collection event once a month at convenient 

locations throughout the county, insuring that residents have a chance to participate in this free 

program. All events will be held from 8 a.m. to 2.00 p.m. and utilize a drive through system making 

this service simple, safe, and efficient way to dispose of e-waste. For more information on the time 

and location of a collection event near you, visit www.hhw.org or call 408-299-7300.  
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