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 County to Select San Jose State University Research 
Foundation as Operator for the Timpany Center  

 

SANTA CLARA COUNTY, CALIF.— Today, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors approved the selection 

of San Jose State University Research Foundation (SJSURF) to operate the Timpany Center. Chosen for its ability 

to offer a wide variety of services, SJSURF is expected to expand current programs to cover four major service 

areas including aquatics, land-based programming, research laboratory endeavors, and educational seminars and 

classroom activities.  

 

“Timpany Center plays a vital role in the lives of so many seniors, individuals with disabilities, and those who have 

limited therapeutic options,” said Supervisor Ken Yeager, who brought the proposal for an interim operator to the 

Board of Supervisors in January.  “We took action over the past few months to make sure that these individuals 

continued to have access to the pool during the transition phase, and to make sure they’ll have an operator that will 

provide services to meet their needs.” 

 

SJSURF, and specifically the Department of Kinesiology, which has served as an interim operator since April 6, will 

be contracted to operate the center for a three-year period from Sept. 1, 2009 through June 30, 2012. 

 

“San Jose State University Research Foundation has successfully operated Timpany Center for the past two 

months, showing that the organization understands the special needs of the individuals that utilize the center,” said 

Acting County Executive Gary Graves. “The Department of Kinesiology has a strong background in promoting 

physical fitness that will have a positive impact on the health and wellness of Timpany Center clients.” 

 

 

-more- 
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More than 1,000 seniors, adults, and children regularly use the pool, and rely on the Timpany Center pool to 

address health issues such as arthritis or recuperation from stroke or surgery. Timpany Center services will focus 

on children and adults with disabilities, older adults with and without disabilities, persons who are overweight or 

obese, and promotion of research activities. Other services, such as Parent-Tot aquatics, will be offered to earn 

revenue and help sustain services. Operating hours are expected to be 60 hours Monday through Friday, and, in 

the future, additional hours for weekends.  

 

The center houses a 100,000-gallon pool, which is heated to 92 degrees, making it one of the largest warm-water 

pools in the western United States. The temperature allows clients with muscle damage to use a greater range of 

motion. The temperature combined with the buoyancy and depth of the water make it possible for users to perform 

exercises they would otherwise be unable to do.  

 

The County began searching for a temporary operator after the Easter Seals of the Bay Area discontinued 

operation on Feb. 1.  The Board of Supervisors approved funding to hire a temporary operator, and approved 

conducting a needs assessment in order to clearly understand how to best utilize Timpany Center for its current 

clients. While searching for an operator, the County performed some deferred maintenance work on the pool.  
 

Prior to SJSURF taking over as the permanent operator on Sept. 1, the County will close Timpany Center from July 

1 through Aug. 31 to perform maintenance identified during an assessment in 2008, including replacing the pool 

ceilings, skylights, pool plaster, water chlorination system, and deck surfaces. The $1 million in maintenance will be 

funded through redevelopment monies. The 48,000 square foot facility built in 1977, has only had limited repairs or 

alterations other than a $2.7 million project to replace the roof, repair structural components, paint the exterior, and 

improve a portion of the ventilation system. 
 

Once Timpany Center is reopened Sept. 1, SJSURF plans to offer aquatic programs that will include open swim, 

swim lessons, adapted aquatics, aquatic therapy, and small group aquatic therapy lessons and classes, such as 

aqua aerobics, healthy back, and deep water arthritis classes. Timpany Center may also be used by clients of the 

Veterans’ Affairs Facility in Palo Alto when their pool closes for repairs.  

 

Land-based programming such as exercise classes, and other non-aquatic activities will subsume the exercise 

programs now contracted out by Valley Health Plan (VHP), and will include use of the gymnasium for the County 

Office of Education employees and clients. Seminars and classes in the areas of active aging, successful coaching 

techniques, American Red Cross classes, and obesity and physical fitness will be offered on specific weekends, 

two in 2009, and two in early 2010.  

-more- 
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SJSURF faculty and San Jose State students will look at initial research areas involving disability, obesity, and 

advanced age and assess levels of health-related fitness, balance and gait, with suggestions for enhancement or 

improvements. The initial activities that are slated for the research laboratory include gait and balance analyses, 

treadmill trainer usage, health-related fitness testing, and nutritional assessment, through the Department of 

Kinesiology and other departments/schools within the College of Applied Sciences and Arts. 

 

A critical component in the SJSURF proposal is its ability to provide service at no operational cost to the County. It 

will use a service-learning model, whereby supervised San Jose State students are able to obtain experience and 

college credits instead of receiving pay, keeping costs for the program low. 

# # # 
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