
 

County of Santa Clara 
Office of the County Executive 

70 West Hedding Street, East Wing 11th Floor 
San Jose, CA  95110 

(408) 299-5119  

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE       
 
October 18, 2005 
 
 
Contact:   Gwendolyn Mitchell/Laurel Anderson Michael Murdter 
    Office of Public Affairs   Roads & Airports Department 
  (408) 299-5119    (408) 573-2438 

 
 
County Receives Award for Making Magdalena Avenue Safer 

Roads Improvements Help Pedestrians, Bicyclists and School Children 
 

SAN JOSE, CALIF.—Today, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors and Roads & Airports 

Department Director Michael Murdter accepted an award  for the Magdalena Avenue Safe Routes to 

School (SR2S) Project for making the roadway safer for pedestrians, bicyclists, and children walking 

and biking to Loyola Elementary School and other area schools in Los Altos.  

 

The South Bay Area Chapter of the American Public Works Association (APWA) selected SR2S as 

the 2004 Project of the Year, citing the collaborative nature of the project and the department’s 

persistence in identifying funds to pay for the project.   

 

“The Magdalena Avenue Safe Routes to School Project is a stellar example of a community working 

together,” Kniss said.  “The success of the project was due to the partnership between the County 

and the community.” 

 

In 2000, the County Roads & Airports Department joined a task force of Loyola Elementary School 

officials and parents and Town of Los Altos staff to enhance Magdalena Avenue as a safe route to 

area schools. The Department participated in Walk to School Day events and held community 

meetings to present alternative designs for roadway improvements. 

 

-more- 
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Residents, parents and school officials had several safety concerns, including foot traffic and 

bicyclists crossing the Magdalena Avenue/Foothill Expressway intersection and the northbound 

I−280 off−ramp at Magdalena Avenue. More than 65% of the students attending Loyola Elementary 

School, which is located on the east side of Foothill Expressway, live west of the expressway, and 

must cross the Magdalena Avenue/Foothill Expressway intersection.  Magdalena Avenue between 

Eastbrook Avenue and Springer Road, a distance of approximately 0.81 miles, lacked a continuous 

sidewalk and bike lane. 

 

The improvements included widening the existing travel way to accommodate a continuous 

shoulder/bicycle travel way on both sides of the road; construction of new sidewalk, curb and gutter; 

drainage improvements; pedestrian ramps; intersection modifications and traffic signal upgrades.  

 

The Department’s Traffic Engineering staff pulled together five sources of funding for the project, 

including a SR2S Grant, Transportation Enhancement Act Program, the Measure B Intersection 

Level-of-Service Program funds, and District 5 Infrastructure funds from District 5 Supervisor Liz 

Kniss.  The total cost of the project was $1.22 million. 

 

 “We are very please to accept the award,” Murdter said.  “From the outset, the staff was fully 

engaged in identifying solutions to make Magdalena Avenue more pedestrian-friendly, especially for 

the children who have to navigate busy roads and an expressway to get to school everyday.”  

 

The project was completed in June 2004. 
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