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County Supervisors Recognize 
 Santa Visits Alviso Foundation 

Volunteer-based Organization Created by Local Couple has Served 
Residents for 23 Years  

 

SAN JOSE, CALIF.— Today County of Santa Clara supervisors recognized the Santa 

Visits Alviso Foundation by adopting a Board resolution commending the foundation for 

23 years of contributing to the quality of life of local young residents.   
 

The volunteer-based organization, created by Joe Guadalupe Santiago and his wife Judy 

in 1983, began when the couple dressed up as Santa Claus and Mrs. Claus and handed out 

candy canes and hot chocolate to children affected by flood waters that covered Alviso.  

In the two following decades, the foundation has expanded to other organizations and 

communities. Its activities include regular visits to the Valley Medical Center, Next 

Door, the Battered Women’s Shelter and the Sobrato Family Living Center.  The 

foundation also supports programs at the Alviso Library and Alviso Youth Center, and it 

provides yearly donations to George Mayne School. 

Last summer, the Santa Visits Alviso Foundation awarded three $2,500 scholarships to 

three high school seniors, to assist them in continuing their education. 

 

-more- 
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“For many of us this is the season of giving, and Judy and the late Joe Guadalupe 

Santiago are wonderful examples of residents dedicated to giving back to their 

community,” said Santa Clara County Supervisor Pete McHugh. “They have inspired 

many others to get involved and make a difference in the lives of fellow community 

members.” 

 

County of Santa Clara Supervisors recognized the Santa Visits Alviso Foundation’s 

contributions to the community with a resolution highlighting over two decades of 

service it has provided to the county residents.  The Foundation’s holiday program has 

grown through the years, thanks to fundraising by local community members and 

organizations that now provide educational gifts and photos with Santa to hundreds of 

children who live around the Alviso community.   

 

This year, the holiday program will be presented by volunteers from the Alviso 

community on Saturday, December 9, 2006, at the Alviso Youth Center. The Board 

resolution will be presented to the Foundation at that event. 
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