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District Attorney’s Office Receives $4 Million in Grants to Fight 
Insurance Fraud, Methamphetamine Drug Use, Domestic Violence 

 

 

SAN JOSE, CALIF.—The Office of the District Attorney has received grants totaling  $4,034,287 for 

Fiscal Year 2007 to support specialized programs including Insurance Fraud Investigation and 

Prosecution, Anti-Drug Abuse Enforcement, and Spousal Abuse Investigation.   

 

“These grants enable the District Attorney’s Office to augment our existing efforts to protect the 

community in all of these areas,” said District Attorney George Kennedy.  “These crimes may be less 

sensational than some others, however, the impact on the community is just as serious.” 

  

Insurance Fraud 
The California Department of Insurance has awarded four grants totaling $3,623,857 to the District 

Attorney’s Office for insurance fraud investigation and prosecution. Insurance fraud impacts both 

businesses and consumers in California. Employers, employees, and insurers are forced to contribute to 

the system that pays out on undiscovered fraudulent claims. For example, auto insurance fraud costs each 

consumer an additional $200 a year per policy.  

 

“Insurance fraud costs the insurance industry billions of dollars in claims every year,” said Stephen 

Gibbons, Assistant District Attorney. “Our ability to leverage funds makes a difference. It enables us to 

step up our efforts to aggressively investigate and prosecute insurance fraud.” 

-more- 
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The four programs funded by the grants include Automobile Insurance Fraud, Workers Compensation 

Insurance Fraud, Disability and Health Insurance Fraud, and Organized Automobile Fraud Activity 

Interdiction. 

 

Recently, worker’s compensation has been the focus of the Insurance Fraud Unit, resulting in improved 

working conditions in many businesses including auto body shops and grocery store chain.  Additionally, 

when an employer lacks workers' compensation insurance and an employee suffers a serious or 

catastrophic injury, hospitals render emergency service without being paid or reimbursed. This causes 

taxpayers to foot the bill. The Insurance Fraud Unit is working to establish protocols with health care 

providers to report such incidents. 
 

For information about the Insurance Fraud Investigation and Prosecution Programs, call Supervising 

Deputy District Attorney Scott Tsui at (408) 792-2804. 

 

Anti-Drug Abuse Enforcement  
Statistics show that methamphetamine is the number one drug problem in Santa Clara County. The 

$315,397 grant from the State Office of Emergency Services will enable the Office of the District 

Attorney to continue efforts with methamphetamine suppression and drug related violence suppression 

through the Anti-Drug Abuse Enforcement Program.  
 

“In Santa Clara County, methamphetamine has surpassed cocaine, heroin, and PCP as the main drug of 

choice for all age groups,” said David Howe, Assistant District Attorney. “Well over half the number of 

substances submitted for drug testing in the D.A.’s Crime Laboratory contain methamphetamine.” 
 

The grant partially funds two Deputy District Attorneys, two Deputy Probation Officers and other law 

enforcement resources, enabling the investigation and prosecution of cases generated by the San Jose 

Police Department’s METRO Unit and the Santa Clara County Specialized Enforcement Team 

(SCCSET). The grant-funded Probation Officers participate in sweeps with law enforcement in those 

neighborhoods targeted due to high incidence of drug dealing and drug use. 

 

For information about the Anti-Drug Abuse Enforcement Program, call (408) 792-2948 or (408) 792-

2633. 

-more- 
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Spousal Abuse Investigation 
The Domestic Violence Unit of the District Attorney’s Office reviews more than 100 cases per week, 

totaling 5,300 cases per year. Of those, the D.A. files charges in 3,600 cases. The D.A.’s Spousal Abuser 

Prosecution Program has received a grant totaling $95,033 from the California State Department of 

Justice to enhance its efforts to prosecute serious and repeat cases of domestic violence. 

 

“The Spousal Abuse Prosecution Program enables our prosecutors to focus on prosecuting serious and 

repeat domestic violence cases, but also to minimize the emotional trauma that victims may experience 

during a domestic violence trial,” said Rolanda Pierre-Dixon, Assistant District Attorney. 

 

More than one-third of the cases involve injury to the victim and one third of the cases occur while 

children are present.  

 

The grant provides partial funding for a criminal investigator and provides victim services through a 

contract with Victim-Witness Assistance Center (VWAC).  VWAC, a program of the Silicon Valley 

Conference for Community and Justice, provides support to crime victims, including: information about 

the criminal justice process; counseling; companionship; transportation for court proceedings; food; 

shelter; clothing; and other emergency services.  

 

“These resources couldn’t come at a better time,” said Supervisor Blanca Alvarado, County of Santa 

Clara Board of Supervisors Chair of the Public Safety & Justice Committee.  “Investigation and 

prosecution of lawbreakers, whether it’s domestic violence or insurance fraud, is vital to a justice 

system that serves to protect our residents.” 

 

For information about the Spousal Abuse Prosecution Program, call (408) 299-3099. For information 

about VWAC, call (408) 295-2656. 
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