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County of Santa Clara and Local Cities Declare 
March 22-28, 2009, as Disaster Service Workers Week 

 
SAN JOSE, CALIF.—Today, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors declared March 22-28, 2009, as 

Disaster Service Workers Week in Santa Clara County, leading a countywide effort to acknowledge the role of 

public service employees in local governments’ disaster response and recovery activities.  

 

"Declaring March 22-28, 2009 as Disaster Service Worker Week in Santa Clara County acknowledges the 

important role public service employees will play in an emergency, while reminding us all to take proper disaster 

preparedness measures," said Supervisor Liz Kniss, President of the County of Santa Clara Board of 

Supervisors and Chair of the Board's Disaster Council.  "In a significant disaster such as an earthquake, we and 

our cities will depend on our public service employees to aid in emergency response and community recovery." 

 

In large-scale disasters that require a regional response, the County of Santa Clara coordinates and provides 

resources and support to local cities, with a primary goal to save lives and property. Emergency response 

activities may include evacuations, coordination of shelter locations, and public health advisories; reducing 

property loss and damage to the community; and working to get affected business, community, and government 

services back online and functioning.  The County’s 15,000 employees will aid in these activities.   
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“While many people may immediately think of fire and law enforcement as the primary personnel that aid the 

community in a disaster, all public service employees play a vital role whether staffing an emergency shelter for 

those that have lost their homes, assisting in mass evacuations, or filling sandbags during a flood,” said Acting 

County Executive Gary Graves, who serves as the Director of Emergency Services in a disaster. “Educating our 

County employees, and other public service employees, about their important role in emergencies is a high 

priority.” 

 

The County has implemented a Disaster Service Workers program to help public employees understand the role 

of government employees as Disaster Service Workers. As a part of this effort, the County has engaged the 15 

cities, and asked them to join in declaring the week of March 22 -28, 2009, as Disaster Service Workers Week. 

In addition, the County has created an electronic toolkit to aid city and emergency operations personnel to easily 

take part in educating their employees. The program and toolkit will help the County’s 15,000 employees and 

other public service employees to understand the respective organizations' roles during a disaster, their roles as 

a Disaster Service Workers, and how to prepare themselves and their families in advance so when the time 

comes they will be ready to assist in response and recovery efforts. 

 

“Large scale disasters such as earthquakes will likely cross city boundaries and involve a countywide response,” 

said Supervisor Dave Cortese, Vice Chair of the Board’s Disaster Council. ‘It’s imperative that we educate all 

public service employees about their role as Disaster Service Workers and how essential it is that they 

implement emergency preparedness measures at home and work. This will better enable the County and local 

cities to effectively respond together.” 

 

The cities of San José, Mt. View, Morgan Hill, Saratoga, Campbell, Santa Clara and the Town of Los Gatos 

have joined the County’s efforts and declared Disaster Service Workers Week. 

 

“Disaster Service Workers are a valuable asset to our community, providing us with the assurance that a trained 

group of men and women are prepared to act if tragedy were to strike our neighborhoods,” said San José Mayor 

Chuck Reed. “As we honor the commitment of local Disaster Service Workers, we must also remind everyone of 

the importance of staying ready for any circumstance with essential supplies and a proper emergency plan.” 

 

 

-more- 
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The City of Mountain View passed the DSW Week Resolution on March 10, and emphasized home 

preparedness. “We have always emphasized the importance of preparedness at home to City employees 

because their important roles as DSWs may keep them away from their families when responding to an 

emergency in the community,” said Lynn Brown, Mountain View Office of Emergency Services Coordinator. 

 

"Los Gatos is proud of its employees who readily step up to be Disaster Service Workers in the event of an 

emergency,” said Greg Larson, Town Manager.  “They have demonstrated their willingness and skill before and 

stand ready to do so again if necessary."   

  

"The City of Morgan Hill is joining the County of Santa Clara in recognizing March 22-28 as Disaster Service 

Workers Week, which will be recognized at this week's City Council meeting,” said Jennifer Ponce, Office of 

Emergency Services Coordinator for Morgan Hill.  “The proclamation will be accepted on behalf of all city 

employees.  We are taking this opportunity to remind employees to assemble their disaster supply kits for their 

families, so they will be ready to assist the city and greater community when needed." 

 

For disaster preparedness information, go to www.sccgov.org and click on “Be Aware. Prepare!” link under 

Highlights. 
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