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State Medical Support Unit to Enhance  
Santa Clara County EMS Disaster Response 

 

SAN JOSE, CALIF.— The County of Santa Clara will receive a State Disaster Medical Support Unit (DMSU) vehicle in 

February as part of the California Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Authority’s effort to place disaster support 

vehicles strategically throughout the state. The unit can be used for local emergencies within Santa Clara County, or 

for a mutual aid request within the region or state. It will often be used in support of an ambulance strike team. 

 

“Whether we are faced with an earthquake, flood or other disaster, the primary goal of the County’s emergency 

response activities is to save lives,” said Supervisor Liz Kniss, President of the County of Santa Clara Board of 

Supervisors, and Chair of the Board’s Disaster Council. “We are pleased that the State is providing our Emergency 

Medical Services Agency with one more tool to aid in our disaster response activities.”  

 

Approximately 25 state-owned DMSU vehicles will be placed throughout the state to provide direct support to 

ambulance strike teams during a disaster, and enable strike teams to better serve California residents during the initial 

72 hours of a disaster.  

 

The State Disaster Medical Support Unit (DMSU) vehicle will provide supplies and equipment that allow it to be self-

sufficient for up to 72 hours. The supplies will include:  

 incident command and triage support equipment 
  adult and pediatric airway supplies  
  trauma kits 
 spinal immobilization supplies  
 stethoscopes and blood pressure cuffs 
 infection control and personal protective equipment 
 generator 
 emergency radios and floodlights 

-more- 
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“The first 72 hours of any disaster is the most critical time to prevent additional loss of life,” said Bruce H. Lee, Director 

of Santa Clara County Emergency Medical Services Agency. “This vehicle will add to this County's existing EMS 

disaster preparedness resources, and support our mutual aid efforts.” 

 

In supporting local mutual aid, this vehicle will be used if a city within the county calls for EMS mutual aid, and requests 

an ambulance strike team. The DMSU vehicle would go along for support of the strike teams. 
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