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County Honors 2009 “Friend of the Veteran”   
90-year-old volunteer lifts the spirits and brightens the days of many frail elderly veterans 

 

SANTA CLARA COUNTY, CALIF.-- Margie Lowe is loved and appreciated at the Veterans Affairs (VA) Clinic 

in South San Jose.  With a vibrant smile and a kind word, Mrs. Lowe lifts the spirits and brightens the days of 

many frail elderly veterans at the clinic’s day respite program. Today, the County of Santa Clara Board of 

Supervisors and the Office of Veterans’ Services honored Mrs. Lowe as the 2009 “Friend of the Veteran.” 

 

“Margie’s caring heart and dedication to the veterans at the VA Clinic are admirable,” said Supervisor Liz 

Kniss, President of the Board of Supervisors. “The Board of Supervisors is pleased to present her with the 

2009 Friend of the Veteran award.” 

 

Mrs. Lowe volunteers three days each week at the VA Clinic’s Adult Day Health/Day Respite Program for 

elderly and disabled veterans. The program provides a place for friendship and social and physical activity, a 

haven for veterans’ suffering from health problems including Alzheimer's. Since 1997, she has volunteered 

thousands of hours at the day center. 

 

“Margie’s amazing spirit and generosity show in her commitment to the program. She’s gets joy from 

volunteering and loves to see the veterans enjoying themselves,” said VA Clinic Program Director Karen 

Brown who nominated Mrs. Lowe. “Her nurturing nature makes them feel welcome and comfortable.” 

 

-more- 
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Mrs. Lowe is the widow of a veteran who was a long-time patient at the South San Jose VA Clinic. She 

volunteers at the day program to give back to the clinic in appreciation for the care her husband received. “The 

VA Clinic treated my husband so well that I wanted to give back,” said the 90-year-old Mrs. Lowe. “These 

veterans are like my family.” 

 

Three mornings a week Mrs. Lowe can be found cutting up fresh fruit and serving coffee to a dozen or more 

elderly veterans. With a kind word of encouragement she makes them feel at home. At other times of the day, 

she leads the veterans in a Tai Chi class.  

 

Knowing that many veterans who come to the daily program are housebound and unable to get out on their 

own, she enjoys accompanying them on field trips including visits to the Monterrey Bay Aquarium, Oakland A’s 

games, antique car shows, Ghirardelli Square in San Francisco, or just out for a nice dinner at Red Lobster.  

During the holidays she leads them in crafts projects.  

 

“Margie has dedicated many years to elderly and disabled veterans at the VA Clinic’s day program,” said Gary 

Graves, Acting County Executive. “The County is pleased to acknowledge all the little things she does that 

make a tremendous difference in the lives of our local veterans.”   

 
Over the years, Mrs. Lowe has mentored many new volunteers and helped them enroll in the VA Voluntary 

Service program.   “Margie has been a big inspiration,” said veteran Ted Keoseyan who has been a day 

program volunteer for nearly a year.  “She has been my mentor. I’m inspired by how many people know and 

love her.”  

 
“Margie continues to inspire us with her dedication and support to our veterans,” said Ken Kershaw, Director of 

the County Office of Veterans’ Services.  “She shares her sweet spirit everyday as she helps veterans. She 

greatly deserves this award.”   

 

Mrs. Lowe is a lifetime member of the VFW Auxiliary and Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary.   

 

The “Friend of the Veteran” award was established in 1991 to recognize community members for their 

outstanding support and dedication to veterans in Santa Clara County 
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