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More Santa Clara County Businesses Go Green 
Over 100 Businesses in Santa Clara County Now Certified 

 
San Jose, Calif. - Business owners, elected officials and local governments came together today for 

a ceremony to recognize 41 businesses that were certified as “Green Businesses” in fiscal year 

2006. Supervisor Jim Beall, Chair of the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors, presented 

certificates to representatives of the newly certified Santa Clara County businesses to honor their 

environmental achievements. 

 

“The number of green businesses in our County has been growing steadily in recent years. These 

businesses have done excellent jobs in conserving energy and increasing recycling,” said Beall. 

“We encourage all businesses to go green, not only for their own benefits but to contribute to 

making the environment better now and for future generations.”      

 

The Santa Clara County Integrated Waste Management Division oversees the County’s Green 

Business Program.  The Green Business Program encourages and assists local businesses to identify 

and implement sustainable practices to prevent pollution, protect water quality, conserve water and 

energy, reduce generation of waste, and increase recycling.  These practices can save businesses 

money while also protecting the environment.   

 

“The Green Business Program both recognizes businesses that are operating in an  

-more- 
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environmentally responsible manner and showcases them to the rest of the business community,” 

said George Denise, General Manager for Facilities, Cushman & Wakefield for Adobe Systems 

Incorporated.  “Through the various green practices and procedures we implemented, we have 

actually reduced our building operating expenses more than $1 million per year.”  

 

The County’s Green Business Program staff, in concert with Santa Clara Valley Water District and 

Pacific Gas and Electric Company, works with businesses of all types to improve environmental 

performance and achieve green certification in Santa Clara County. Free water, energy, and waste 

audits help businesses identify and correct operating inefficiencies. 

 

“The Santa Clara Valley Water District’s alternative energy programs set an example for other 

organizations that being ‘green’ is good for saving natural resources, increasing the efficiency of 

your business, and, in the case of public agencies, saving the taxpayer money,” says Stan Williams, 

Chief Executive Officer of the Santa Clara Valley Water District. 

 

Many local municipal departments have also been certified as Green Businesses.  The County of 

Santa Clara Assessor’s Office, City of Gilroy City Hall, and the City of Sunnyvale Community 

Center have all led by example by becoming certified Green Businesses.  In addition to being a vital 

resource to local businesses, the Santa Clara Valley Water District also supports the Green Business 

Program through a generous grant.   

 

“Having the Gilroy City Hall certified as a Green Business sets an example for businesses within 

our city, as well as throughout the county,” said Lisa Jensema, Environmental Services Coordinator 

for the City of Gilroy.   

 

Beginning in fiscal year 2006, the Santa Clara County Green Business Program expanded 

countywide to facilitate working with more businesses.  The goal in 2007 is to certify 45 businesses, 

slightly more than the impressive class of 2006 Certified Green Businesses.   

 

For more information about the Green Business Program in Santa Clara County call Gretchen 

Hayes at (408) 441-4329 or go to http://greenbiz.sccgov.org.      #    #    # 

http://greenbiz.sccgov.org/
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