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County Officials Denounce Local Hate Crimes  
Community Forums to Promote Understanding  

 
SAN JOSE, CA. –Today, County officials gathered to denounce the recent hate incidents 

against an African American man in Mountain View and the stabbing of an elder of the 

Sikh community in Santa Clara, and to launch a series of community forums on 

intercultural relations, tolerance and de-escalating racial tensions.  

 
The two men from Central Valley arrested for the attack of an African-American man in 

downtown Mountain View over the weekend, have been ordered held on $1,000,000 bail 

each.  

 
Jay Boyarsky, Supervising Deputy District Attorney of County of Santa Clara, advised in 

an earlier statement, “the judge recognized how serious the case is, and the fact that the 

perpetrators have no local ties to the community.” He added, “hate crimes are unique 

because they do not just affect people who are victimized, but the larger community is 

victimized as well.” 

 
 “The intent of the perpetrators of these incidents is to create fear and terror in our 

community,” said Supervisor James Beall, Chairperson of the Board of Supervisors. 

“County of Santa Clara has a ‘zero-tolerance’ policy on hate crimes in our community.” 

 

While the overall number of hate violence incidents through July, has kept pace with 

annual number of reports received in 2005, in June there was a disturbing spike of 13 

-more- 
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incidents reported.  The same time last year only one incident was reported. 

 
“Often such incidents parallel activities occurring nationally or globally,” said Delorme 

McKee Stovall, Coordinator of the County’s Network for a Hate-Free Community. “It is 

not surprising because we have microcosms of the world conflicts right within our own 

communities.” 

 
“We want to send a strong message that hate crimes are not tolerated in Santa Clara 

County,” said Supervisor Liz Kniss.  “We are a nation of cultures whose rich diversity is 

reflected throughout Santa Clara County.”  

 

To raise public awareness about these issues, Community Forums on Intercultural 

Relations have been scheduled for 6:30 p.m. at the following locations: 

 

 August 16 - Mountain View Community Center 

 August 23 - City of Santa Clara Council Chambers 

 August 24 - County of Santa Clara Isaac Newton Senter Auditorium 

  August 31 - Milpitas Community Center  

 

“It is important that we pull together during these times of global conflict,” continued 

Beall.  “Emotions are high, but we have to find ways to understand each other and not 

contribute to the escalation of fear and hatred.”   

 
The County provides a variety of services for members of the community, regardless of 

immigration status, who have been intentionally targeted for physical or verbal abuse or 

property damage because of their race, ethnic background, religion, national origin, 

gender, age, disability, sexual orientation, political beliefs or membership. These services 

include referrals, witness assistance program, financial assistance for property damages 

and legal and relocation needs.  

 
The community can assist by reporting hate crimes. Call 911 for incidents in progress or  

the Anti-Hate Hotline: (408) 279-0111. 

#   #   # 
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