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County Supports Human Trafficking Penalty Bill 
 
SAN JOSE, CALIF. – Today, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors voted to 

support Assembly Bill 1278, Assemblywoman Ma’s legislation to combat human 

trafficking.   

 

"Santa Clara County is committed to protecting all those within our borders, and taking 

steps to prevent human trafficking is one way of doing that," said Don Gage, Chair of the 

Board of Supervisors. "We are proud to support Assemblywoman Ma's bill." 

 

AB 1278 would increase the penalty of imprisonment to 3, 4 or 6 years.  It would also 

expand the scope of the offense of human trafficking to include causing, inducing, 

persuading, or attempting to cause, induce or persuade a minor under 18 years of age to 

engage in human trafficking activities.   

 

At the same time, AB 1278 prohibits contracts that allow deductions from a person’s wages 

for the cost of transporting that person to the United States.  It would provide district 

attorneys with more power to prosecute those who traffic a minor.  The bill would also 

allow for a single jurisdiction for prosecution when a trafficker operates in more than one 
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“

Alvarado, Chair of the County of Santa Clara Public Safety and Justice Committee. 

deeply saddened knowing that even one person is subjected to such inhumane treatment.” 
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largest criminal industry in the world today and is still growing rapidly.  The U.S. 

government estimates that about 17,000 to 20,000 people are trafficked into the Un

States each year.  This means there may be as many as 100,000 to 200,000 people in the

U.S. presently working as modern-day slaves in homes, sweatshops, brothels, agricultural

fields, construction and restaurants.  While local law enforcement does not currently collec

statistics regarding incidents of human trafficking in Santa Clara County, it has been 

recognized as an area of growing concern.   
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Federal law existed to protect victims of trafficking or to prosecute their traffickers.   
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transportation, or sale of persons for forced labor.  Through the use of violence a

enslaved persons are forced to work in places such as factories, hotels, and restaurants, and 

the sex trade. 
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