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County Adopts Historic Preservation Ordinance 
New Policy Provides Clear Instructions for Landmark Alteration 

 
SAN JOSE, CALIF.—Today, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors adopted 

the Historic Preservation Ordinance. The Ordinance establishes procedures for the 

nomination, designation, and alteration/demolition of the historically significant 

properties in unincorporated areas in the County. The Ordinance also requires owner 

consent before a property can be designated as a historical landmark.  

 

This new policy was approved at its last Board meeting by a 3 to 2 vote and staff was 

directed to add the “owner consent” provision. Under County procedures, ordinances 

come back to the Board for a final adoption before becoming effective. 

 

The purpose of the Ordinance is to protect historic resources that are identified as 

Landmarks or listed as a Landmark-eligible historic resource in County’s Heritage 

Resource Inventory.  

 

“The County of Santa Clara has long been committed to the preservation of resources that 

have historical significance and have helped to shape the character of this valley,” said 

Supervisor Don Gage, District 1, and Chair of the Board Policy Committee of Housing  
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Land Use Environment and Transportation. “Since this new policy will restrict a property 

owners’ ability to make changes, it is important to have his or her consent before 

designating the property a landmark.”  

 

The components of the Ordinance include Inventory maintenance procedures, Landmark 

designation criteria and process, permit process for proposed alteration, appeal and 

economic hardship determination procedures, preservation incentives, preventative 

maintenance, and enforcement.  

 

“Including the requirement for homeowner consent ensures that homeowners are fully 

participating in the dialogue,” said Supervisor Liz Kniss, District 5. “This involvement 

will foster a broader discussion about the historical resources in the county and ensure 

better outcomes.” 

 

Under the new Ordinance, a property owner will be required to obtain a Landmark 

Alteration Permit when he/she proposes to alter a designated Landmark or to demolish 

the property that is listed in the County’s Heritage Resource Inventory. If a property has 

not been designated as a Landmark or is not listed in the Inventory, it will not be subject 

to the provisions of the Historic Preservation Ordinance. 

 

“The Historic Preservation Ordinance gives clear instruction to both the County and the 

public when an owner proposes alterations to properties that are of historic or cultural 

value,” said Dana Peak, Special Project Manager, County Planning Department. 

 

Following the adoption of the Historic Preservation Ordinance, staff will be tasked to 

update the Inventory. The current Inventory was established in 1975 and contains 

approximately 200 properties and 18 heritage trees. Properties may be added to the 

Inventory by the Board through the initiation of the property owner, the Historical 
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Heritage Commission, or on the Board’s own initiative at any time in the future.  Such 

properties will be documented and evaluated according to the required standards in the 

Ordinance. Upon adoption of the updated Inventory, staff will recommend to the Board 

of Supervisors the formal designation of individual properties as County landmarks.   

 

The Historical Heritage Commission first recommended the Historic Preservation 

Ordinance in 2003. During the summer of 2005, an Ad Hoc Committee of the Historical 

Heritage Commission held a series of nine community outreach meetings across the 

county to learn the interests and concerns of the community. All public comments were 

recorded during the meetings.  
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