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County Approves Strategies to Improve Implementation of 
The Juvenile Justice Crime Prevention Act  

 State Funding to Support New Supervision Program for Youth in Electronic 
Monitoring and Community Release Programs, and Alternatives to Detention 

   
 

SAN JOSE, CALIF.— County of Santa Clara Supervisors approved Chief Probation Officer Sheila 

Mitchell’s recommendations to the expenditure plan for the supplemental funds received from the 

Juvenile Justice Crime Prevention Act. Recommendations include adding a program to provide 

intensive youth family focused services in electronic monitoring or community release programs, 

temporary hiring unclassified positions, and affirming membership of the Santa Clara County Juvenile 

Justice Coordinating Council.  

The enhancements will be possible thanks to a $705,495 increase to Santa Clara County in the 

Governor’s Fiscal Year 2007 budget, over last year, through the Juvenile Justice Crime Prevention Act 

allocation to the County of Santa Clara. This is the first increase experienced by the county in the last 

five years.  

“These state funds are significant to support the strategies employed by the Department and the Board 

of Supervisors over the past years,” said Mitchell. “They will help us close the gap in electronic 

monitoring and oversight, and will allow us to contract with a community based organization (CBO) to 

provide these needed services.” 
 

To acquire the additional funds, the County is required to submit a Supplemental Application to the 

state, by February 2007. 
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“This is really significant.  To get this increase from the State is quite remarkable,” said Supervisor 

Blanca Alvarado, Public Safety and Justice Committee Chair and a delegate of the Juvenile Justice 

Coordinating Council and the Juvenile Detention Reform Oversight Planning Commission. “Our 

youth population tends to be overlooked and yet they will soon be adults. If we do not try to place 

them on the right path, we are all going to pay a high price.” 
 

The Probation Department’s ongoing plans follow Huskey & Associates Continuum of Services report, 

which recommended improvements in youth supervision treatment programs, because, according to 

their findings, lack of treatment services often leads to failure.  Providing mental health, substance 

abuse and family counseling services to high-risk youth on probation, increases chances for better 

outcomes for youth and communities in Santa Clara County. 
 

The Board of Supervisors highlighted the County and community’s efforts and commitment to 

improve outcomes for youth in the Juvenile Justice System. 
 

“The difference of where we have been and where we are now is huge,” said Supervisor Ken Yeager, 

Co-chair of the Public Safety and Justice Committee. “We turned a corner into a new day; this does not 

happen without dedication and hard work.” 
 

The Probation Department plans to expend the additional state funds in the following ways:  
 

• $387,972 for the Enhanced Services for High-Risk on Probation. This new program is geared 

towards youth, many of them classified as pre-disposition, who do not receive mental health 

and substance abuse programming. It will also include counseling services for families.  

• $107,752 to add one unclassified Management Analyst position and one unclassified 

Accountant/Auditor to the Outcomes Team to provide additional contract compliance, as 

recommended by the Management Audit. Both positions will expire on June 29, 2008.  

• Authorize a one-time three percent (3%) Cost of Living Allowance (COLA) for CBO contracts.  

• Authorize funding to reimburse the County for all Probation and Mental Health positions 

supporting the Comprehensive Multi-Agency Juvenile Justice Plan (CMJJP) programs to cover 

the COLA increase received by County employees from FY 2005-2007.  
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