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Helicopter Treatment for Winter Marsh Mosquitoes 
Scheduled 

 
San Jose, CALIF. - Weather permitting, the Santa Clara County Vector Control District (the 

District) will be applying products by helicopter to reduce the fly-off or “emergence” of 

adult mosquitoes.  The treatment will begin at approximately 8:00am, Thursday, February 

14, 2008.  The areas scheduled to be treated are the New Chicago and Zanker Landfill 

Marshes in Alviso, and the Coyote Reach 1A Marsh near Dixon Landing Road and Highway 

880.  Aerial treatment is necessary because the areas are too extensive and difficult to be 

treated by ground operations. 

 

Commonly called the “California salt marsh mosquito”, Aedes squamiger lay their eggs in 

moist soil in late spring and early summer.  These eggs can lay dormant for many years, 

even after repeated flooding.  High tides and/or seasonal rains together with the short days 

and cooler temperatures of winter cause the eggs to hatch when they are submerged under 

water.  Although this species has not yet been implicated in the transmission of West Nile 

Virus, it is known to be a vicious day biter and can fly over 20 miles from its breeding 

grounds to feed on humans and other mammals.   
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Approximately 700 acres will be treated with methoprene, a mosquito-specific growth 

regulator, and Bacillus thuringiensis var. israelensis, a bacterial control product.  These 

products are host specific, meaning they effectively control the immature (aquatic stage) 

mosquitoes, but are not harmful to birds, fish and other wildlife.  Marsh areas to be treated 

are based on routine surveillance conducted by the District.  No residential or business 

properties fall within the area to be treated.  These measures should minimize the number of 

mosquitoes and mosquito bites to residents in the surrounding residential and business 

communities.  
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