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County Supervisors Support Minimum Wage Increase 
 
SAN JOSE, CALIF.— The County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors voted to support 

Assembly Bill 1835 which would implement a minimum wage increase to $7.25 in 2007, and 

$7.75 in 2008.  Additionally, the bill would establish a mechanism to guarantee regular, 

future minimum wage increases.   

 

“We have such a high cost of living here in Santa Clara County, quite a few of our residents 

are considered the working poor,” said Supervisor Liz Kniss, Chairperson of the Board’s 

Legislative Committee. “An increase in the minimum wage will help families to become 

more self-sufficient.” 

 

Countywide, the number of people at or below the poverty level in 2004 was 187,824, that 

was 51.7% more than the number of poor in 1999, as measured by Census 2000. 

 

Although the Supervisors agreed unanimously on the need for a minimum wage increase, 

District 1 Supervisor Don Gage was the one dissenting vote (4-1) and did not support 

AB1835, as he disagreed with the “automatic adjustment” for future wage increases. 
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“An automatic increase in California’s minimum wage does not take into consideration the 

state of the economy,” Gage said.  “While on the surface the increase seems fair, it may have 

negative impacts during difficult economic times.” 

 

California’s minimum wage was last increased in 2002 from $6.25 to $6.75 an hour, and 

currently stands at sixth highest in the nation. Over one million workers in California – 

mostly adults – are paid at or near the minimum wage. 
 

# # # 


	County of Santa Clara
	Office of the County Executive
	70 West Hedding Street, East Wing 11th Floor
	San Jose, CA  95110
	(408) 299-5119
	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
	County Supervisors Support Minimum Wage Increase




