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Nearly 3,600 Local Students and Chaperones Experienced  

the da Vinci Exhibit Thanks to Florence Sister County 
Commission and Tech Museum Partnership  

Generous Donations from Businesses and Individuals Sponsored Project  
 

SAN JOSE, CALIF.—Now that the Leonardo da Vinci Exhibit at the Tech Museum has come to a close, the 

County of Santa Clara, CA, USA/Province of Florence, Italy, Sister County Commission has announced the 

success of its project to enable area students to attend.  Thanks to the generosity of businesses and individuals, 

nearly 3,600 area students and chaperones were able to experience LEONARDO:  500 YEARS INTO 

 THE FUTURE.  

 

“Some of the young people who attended may be the Leonardos of the future,” said Karen Serpa, Chair of the 

Commission.  “This is the first time that this complete version of the Leonardo da Vinci Exhibit was in the United 

States.  Seeing the exhibit was an once-in-a-lifetime experience for many students and adults alike.” 

 

In July, 2008, two months before the international exhibit’s grand opening, the County of Santa Clara, CA, 

USA/Province of Florence, Italy, Sister County Commission launched the Florence Commission da Vinci Exhibit 

Educational Sponsorship Project, by donating the first $5,000 and inviting area businesses and residents to make 

donations to sponsor schools and/or classes.  The Commission raised $35,800 to cover the attendance cost of 

nearly 3,600 students and chaperones.   

 

“We couldn’t have made such an impact alone,” continued Serpa.  “The individuals and companies who stepped 

forward made all the difference.”  
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In addition to the County of Santa Clara, CA, USA/Province of Florence, Italy, Sister County Commission, the 

major sponsors who contributed $5,000 were: Jean Lu and Dr. Sun Lu, Barry Swenson Builder, Cisco Systems, 

and Juniper Networks, Inc.  Many other companies and individuals contributed various amounts towards the 

support of participation by various schools.  Some sponsored schools with a high percentage of under privileged 

students, others a neighborhood school.  

 

“This is an example of what is possible when everyone works together,” said Gwendolyn Mitchell, Director of 

Public Affairs, County of Santa Clara.  “Members of the Florence Commission saw an opportunity to fulfill their 

mission of promoting awareness of Italian culture, support area students, and engage sponsors in this worthwhile 

partnership with the Tech Museum.” 

 

Schools that benefited from the sponsorships were: Anne Darling Elementary, Anthony P. Russo Academy, 

Columbia Middle School, Empire Gardens Elementary, Five Wounds Catholic School, Gardner Academy 

Elementary School, Holy Family School, St. Martin Of Tours School, James Lick High School, Las Animas 

Elementary School, Linda Vista Elementary School, Los Arboles Elementary, Luther Burbank Elementary, 

Orchard School District, Rancho Milpitas Middle School, St. John Vianney School, Saratoga Elementary School, 

and Zanker Elementary School.  The responses of the students are exemplified by the comments that follow. 

 

“Thank you for donating money for us to go to the Tech Museum. It was real fun all the things that da Vinci 

created,” said an elementary student from Gardner Academy Elementary School in a thank you letter sent to the 

Commission.  “I wish some day I can grow like him and be so smart…It was the first time my mom went with me 

to a museum and it was amazing.” 

 

“Who knew I would like Leonardo da Vinci so much?” added another student. “I had an awesome time. I love all of 

his inventions.  They are really cool.  Thanks so much.” 

 

For information about other County of Santa Clara, CA, USA/Province of Florence, Italy, Sister County 

Commission activities and upcoming events, visit http://sistercounties.sccgov.org,  call 408-299-5151,   

or e-mail sistercounties@ceo.sccgov.org.  

 

-more-  
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COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA, CA, USA/PROVINCE OF FLORENCE, ITALY, 
SISTER COUNTY COMMISSION BACKGROUND  
 
For the past 22 years, the County of Santa Clara, CA, USA/Province of Florence, Italy, Sister County Commission 
has been dedicated to fostering the exchange of art, commerce, culture, education and technology between the 
County of Santa Clara and the Province of Florence. Accomplishments include: the Development of Cultural 
Student Exchanges between San Jose State University, Santa Clara University and the University of Florence, 
Italy; and providing support to an Italian Language Program at Los Gatos High School.  
 
The commission also sponsors American governmental delegations to the Province of Florence, Italy, and hosts 
Italian governmental delegations which highlight each region’s respective technological, artistic, commercial, 
cultural and educational advancements.  

 
The commission has granted funds to assist Opera San Jose’s dedication to Italian opera and language; 
supported an International Transportation Planning Conference for the Province of Florence, Italy; acted as the 
liaison between European and American experts studying solid waste recycling which led to Santa Clara County 
representation at an international recycling conference; represented the County of Santa Clara at the World 
Peace Conference held in the Province of Florence, Italy; bridged cultural heritage with “Florence-Santa Clara: 
Two Schools of Sculpture” exhibit at the Triton Museum of Art; presented the Quartetto di Fiesole, an Italian string 
quartet, to perform in a special concert for the San Jose Chamber Music Society; and presented “The City of 
Brunelleschi” art exhibition at the De Saisset Museum.  
 
 
DA VINCI EXHIBIT BACKGROUND  
 
Leonardo: 500 YEARS INTO THE FUTURE, brought to life and showcased the remarkable achievements of 
Renaissance artist-engineers who turned their inventive minds to technology and science. The exhibit included 
over 200 artifacts including drawings, sculptures and life-size models of the art, architectural projects, machines 
and mechanisms of Renaissance artist-engineers. Numerous multi-media stations throughout the exhibition put 
the machines and achievements of Leonardo da Vinci and the Renaissance artist-engineers into modern day 
context, and full-scale working models have been painstakingly recreated by Florence artisans using materials 
and construction techniques that were available in the 15th century. Priceless works of art by da Vinci’s 
contemporaries, on loan from the Uffizi Gallery in Florence, accompanied the exhibition.  
 
To enhance the exhibition experience, visitors had the opportunity to participate in a 60-minute hands-on design 
lab based on Leonardo’s engineering, scientific and art principles. The Tech also offered floor programs and 
hands-on experiences designed to complement the exhibition.  
 

#    #     # 
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