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County of Santa Clara Honors 144 New Green Businesses  
Businesses Take Steps to Lower Consumption and Reduce Waste 

 
SANTA CLARA COUNTY, CALIF. – This week, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors 
passed a resolution commending 144 businesses that are newly certified “green” by the County’s 
Green Business Program. 
 
“I am proud that we have more newly certified Green Businesses this year than in any year of our 
program, but our work is not done,” said Supervisor Liz Kniss, President of the County of Santa 
Clara Board of Supervisors. “We encourage businesses throughout Silicon Valley to follow the 
example set by our newly certified businesses in their efforts to lower water and energy 
consumption, reduce waste, and prevent pollution.” 
 
Over 1,900 businesses throughout the Bay Area are working hard to let consumers know about the 
measures they are taking to preserve the environment and to “go green.”  While many businesses 
are more environmentally conscious today than ever before, consumers are increasingly unclear 
about exactly what it means to be green. In Santa Clara County, Certified Green Businesses 
adhere to exacting guidelines that ensure each Certified Green Business in the County to take 
steps to lower water and energy consumption, reduce waste, and prevent pollution. The County of 
Santa Clara Green Business Program is a partnership between local government, businesses, 
utility programs and regulatory agencies. A portion of the program is funded by a generous grant 
from the Santa Clara Valley Water District. 
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The County of Santa Clara Green Business Program, created in 1996, has certified 427 
businesses throughout the county ranging from restaurants to automotive repair shops, from entire 
office buildings to landscaping businesses. The Green Business Program is a compliance plus 
program. Each certified business must be in compliance with all environmental regulations and 
then go above and beyond to further reduce their impact on the environment. Additionally, County 
staff visits each and every business to verify that they have implemented the measures stated on 
the checklists. While each business’ needs and goals are different, one thing remains the same:  
their commitment to protect the environment through “green” practices.   
 
There are both required and optional measures that a Certified Green Businesses can implement. 
At a minimum, every business must commit to having T-8 fluorescent lighting, low-flow toilets, 
faucet aerators, an environmental purchasing policy, and a minimum of 30% recycled-content copy 
paper. Rebate programs are offered through PG&E and the Santa Clara Valley Water District to 
assist businesses in making these changes. In some cases, water conserving fixtures can even be 
provided and installed at no charge to the business. There are currently 17 different industry-
specific checklists including office/retail, restaurant, hotel and auto repair and body shops.  
 
“These businesses are great examples, both for the community and other businesses, that there is 
a way to be environmentally conscious and responsible in day to day operations while still being 
profitable,” said Elizabeth Constantino, Program Manager of the Integrated Waste Management 
Division, which oversees the Green Business Program. “The County’s Green Business Program 
continues to work with hundreds of businesses every year that recognize the importance of 
greening their business practices as a way to show their commitment to the environment of Santa 
Clara County.”  
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