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County Honors CalWORKs Participants for 
Overcoming Barriers to Achieve Success 
17th Annual Tribute Recognizes Honorees’ Tenacity and Acknowledges 

Contributions of Individuals and Partnering Organizations  
 

SAN JOSE, CALIF.—  Ten CalWORKs participants were honored for their outstanding 

achievements, during the 17th Annual CalWORKs Achievement Awards ceremony held this week at a 

Board of Supervisors meeting. The recognition showcased participants’ educational and employment 

accomplishments, in spite of significant personal, social and economic barriers. 

 

“This annual celebration is and inspiring example of how essential County services are,” said 

Supervisor Don Gage, Chair of the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors and Vice Chair of the 

Board’s Children, Seniors and Families Committee.  “We are proud of the honorees and of the work 

the County has done to help them get their lives back on track.” 

 

CalWORKs participants honored for their remarkable tenacity in overcoming adversity are Christine 

Benavides, Olga Cruz, Joseph Gallegos, Denelda Johnson, Phuong Le, Fulber Pliego, Laura 

Rodriguez, Summer Rodriguez, Joy Smith and Katherine Way. 

 

The Board of Supervisors also acknowledged the contributions of two outstanding community partners 

for their commitment to support CalWORKs participants.  
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County employees Donna Prochazka, Mamie Lopez, and Patsy Caballero, from the Office of the 

Public Defender’s Expungement Program, received the Partner of the Year Award for assisting 

CalWORKs participants in reducing non-violent felonies to misdemeanors, and in some cases, 

dismissing them from their record, so they can successfully pass a background check prior to hiring. 

 

The South County Safeway Store in Gilroy was also honored as the CalWORKs Employer of the Year. 

Safeway was recognized for its long history of giving back to the community by actively participating 

in the CalWORKs Employment Connection Job Fair, conducting onsite presentations, and offering 

CalWORKs participants training and permanent employment opportunities.   

  

 “The honorees are humbling examples of the tenacity and resilience of many CalWORKs 

participants,” said Will Lightbourne, Director of the Social Services Agency, in charge of the local 

implementation of the CalWORKs program. “We are pleased to support extraordinary individuals with 

tools to transform overwhelming challenges into opportunities to succeed.” 

 

 “These honorees are proof positive that good things happen when we all work together,” said 

Supervisor Ken Yeager, Chair of the Board’s Children, Seniors and Families Committee.  “The 

combination of perseverance, a commitment to succeed, and a helping hand can change an individual’s 

life for the better.” 

  

About the Santa Clara County Social Services Agency CalWORKs Program  

CalWORKs Employment Services provides thousands of Santa Clara County residents’ relevant job 
skills, a plan for success, and effective tools to prepare public assistance clients for the type of jobs that 
lead to self-sufficiency. The program assists participants with education, training, career advancement, 
childcare, transportation, counseling and substance abuse treatment.  
In Santa Clara County, over 14,000 families currently receive public assistance and more than 6,000 
individuals participate in the CalWORKs Employment Services Program.  From July 2006 through 
June 2007, 3,509 participants were employed, working an average of 28 hours per week, and earning 
an average of $10.34 an hour. 
 

 

Enclosed:  Biographies of County of Santa Clara 2007 CalWORKs honorees. 
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