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County Awarded $3.742 Million Grant to Help 
Children Affected by Substance Abuse  

Grant Will Expand Current Program to Address Treatment Needs of 100 Families  
 

 

SAN JOSE, CALIF.— Thanks to a five-year grant awarded by the U.S. Department of Health and 

Human Services (DHHS), the County of Santa Clara will significantly expand its services to drug-

abusing families with young children. Funding will be used to build upon the successes of the existing 

Dependency Drug Treatment Court (DDTC) program, while enhancing and expanding the model to 

better address the needs of pregnant women and mothers with young children who are struggling to 

overcome methamphetamine and other substance abuse addictions. 

 

The project’s primary goal is to increase the permanency, safety, and well-being of children who are in 

out-of-home placement or at risk of being removed from their homes due to abuse or neglect.   

Through the expansion of access to assessment, counseling, and supportive services, the County hopes 

to keep more families together. 

 

 “I am excited about this groundbreaking program and the team we have built to tackle the devastating 

effects of substance abuse, in particular methamphetamines, on county children,” said Supervisor 

Blanca Alvarado, Chair of the Board’s Public Safety and Justice Committee. “Instead of having clients 

jumping from one agency to another, we will now address the problem with a coherent approach and in 

a timely fashion.” 

 

-more- 
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A partnership of three County departments working with key stakeholders, including the Social 

Services Agency, the Department of Alcohol and Drug Services (DADS), and the Department of 

Mental Health, the Superior Court’s Dependency Court, and FIRST 5 Santa Clara County, has been 

established to implement the project and leverage existing resources. 

 

“The more collaboration we nurture within our system of care, the better we can serve families in crisis 

and protect the interests of our children,” said Supervisor Ken Yeager, Chair of the Board’s Children, 

Seniors and Families Committee.  

 

“What I am most hopeful about this program expansion is the opportunity to keep families together 

and to decrease the number of drug exposed children in our county,” stated Santa Clara County 

Superior Court Judge Katherine Lucero. “It will also create a greater opportunity for reunification.” 

 

Research indicates that the first five years in a child’s life are critical to guarantee successful outcomes 

in adulthood.  The Child and Family Services Improvement Act of 2006 reauthorized the Promoting 

Safe & Stable Families Program (PSSF), and directs the Secretary of Health and Human Services to 

reserve a portion of the program funds for targeted programs to improve the well-being of children 

affected by methamphetamine abuse or other substance abuse. These targeted programs are awarded to 

regional partnerships to increase the well-being of, improve the permanency outcomes for, and 

enhance the safety of children who are in, or at risk of, out−home−placement due to a parent or 

caretaker's methamphetamine or other substance abuse. 

 

“This grant will respond to safety concerns, by addressing the treatment needs of these families as they 

enter the child welfare system,” said Social Services Agency Director of Operations and Planning, 

Gina Sessions.  “Our goal is to provide immediate assessment and early access to treatment, as well as 

strengthen our existing linkage with early mental health services for children.” 

 
 
      -more- 
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Background 

Under the current legislation, the Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for 
Children, Youth and Families will award up  to 5 grants nationally to collaborations seeking a 5−year 
grant with a declining federal amount awarded each year, starting at $1,000,000 a year and being 
reduced by the final year to $500,000. This grant has a 85:15 federal to local match ratio for the first 
two years, a 80:20 federal to local match ratio for years three and four, and a 75:25 federal to local 
match ratio for the final year. First 5 Santa Clara County will be contributing in-kind services to the 
match. 
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