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County and Partnering Agencies Call Attention to  
National Women and Girls HIV/AIDS Awareness Day 

Actions Implemented, Personal Stories and Health and Supportive Services 
Presented at Local Commemoration 

 

SAN JOSE, CALIF.— Today County of Santa Clara and partnering agencies anticipated Saturday’s 

observance of National Women and Girls HIV/AIDS Awareness Day, by presenting information about 

new trends affecting women and girls in Santa Clara County, and collaborative efforts to encourage 

testing and provide health and supportive services.  March 10th will mark the second year of the 

nationwide commemoration to raise awareness of the increasing impact of HIV/AIDS on the lives of 

women and girls.  
 

“Our most recent behavioral risk factor survey indicates that for 61% of women infected with HIV, 

heterosexual contact was the predominant mode of exposure,” said Dr.Guadalupe Olivas, Director of 

Santa Clara County Public Health Department. “However, while 35.7% of men reported using a 

condom during the last intercourse, only 28.2% of women reported using them.” 

 

Local advocates and organizations have banded together to confront challenges facing the community 

in fighting HIV/AIDS epidemic and its impact on women. At today’s presentation, participating 

agencies addressed summary report recommendations from a Roundtable on HIV/AIDS among 

Women and Girls in Santa Clara County.  The meeting was hosted in March of 2006 by the County’s 

Office of Women’s Policy, Commission on the Status of Women, and the Health Trust, HIV Planning 

Council, Community Health Partnerships and Santa Clara County Public Health.   

-more- 
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“Observing National Women's and Girls’ HIV/AIDS Awareness Day is of vital importance in the fight 

against the epidemic,” said Marta Donayre, Community relations coordinator for The Health Trust 

AIDS Services, a service partner agency of the County of Santa Clara. “The face of HIV is 

increasingly female and this is caused by the inequities that women face in society, starting with access 

to medical services and attention.” 

 

Santa Clara County Public Health Behavioral Risk Factor Survey conducted in 2005-2006 indicates 

that more men than women reported changing their sexual behavior after learning about HIV and 

preventing transmission and more men than women reported using a condom during their last sexual 

intercourse.  

 

“Girls are not educated about a sexually transmitted disease until they contract one,” said Esther 

Peralez-Dieckmann, Director of the County’s Office of Women’s Policy. “We are failing to educate 

our children about HIV/AIDS and STD prevention at the same time that funding for safe sex programs 

continues to decrease.” 
 

District 5 Supervisor Liz Kniss, Chair of the County of Santa Clara Board’s Health and Hospital 

Committee applauded the Office of Women’s Policy for its role in raising the awareness of women and 

girls about the high cost of risky behavior, and the Santa Clara County Public Health Department and 

partnering agencies for ensuring residents know there are services to assist those living with HIV and 

AIDS. 

 

“We have to get women invested in making smarter choices,” said County of Santa Clara Supervisor 

Liz Kniss. “The key is access, as well as giving women a chance to be well and prosperous in our 

communities.”  

 

 

-more- 
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HIV/AIDS Resource List 

 
Health and Support Services for residents affected by HIV/AIDS in the County of Santa Clara include: 

The Crane Center provides Free or low cost HIV testing, HIV counselors provide Anonymous or 
Confidential HIV testing and counseling using both the standard HIV test and the rapid HIV test. Low 
cost Sexually Transmitted Disease (STD) testing and treatment is provided by a qualified and 
experienced Nurse Practitioner.  
976 Lenzen Avenue, Room 1500B     San Jose, CA  95126      (408) 792-3720 
 
The PACE Clinic provides comprehensive health care and supportive services to men, women and 
children with HIV and AIDS, including counseling, nutrition guidance, benefits counseling and classes 
for health and nutrition education. The clinic has a special program for mothers and babies to support 
women who are HIV positive and pregnant. 
2400 Moorpark, San Jose.  M-F 8-5     (408) 885-5935 
 
The Neil A. Christie Living Center-A program funded by the Health Trust - The organization 
provides support group services, education programs, information and referrals, and community events 
for individuals with HIV/AIDS. In addition, The Neal A. Christie Living Center provides free meals 
that contribute to the much-needed nutritional wellbeing of low or fixed-income clients. 
46 Race Street San Jose.  (408) 971-0852 
 
Community Health Partnership-HIV/AIDS Education and Prevention - The San Jose AIDS 
Education and Training Center (SJAETC) provides health care workers in the Santa Clara, Salinas, and 
Monterey Bay areas with AIDS-related training, education and information services while El Pueblo 
Against AIDS focuses on HIV prevention and education.  
100 North Winchester Blvd.  Suite 250  Santa Clara   (408) 556-6605 
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