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Board of Supervisors Proclaim October 
Domestic Violence Awareness Month 

County will present proclamation at October 13 Conference  
 

SAN JOSE, CALIF.—Fully aware that for some Santa Clara County residents home does not 

provide warmth and security, but can be a place of emotional and physical threat and abuse, this 

week the Board of Supervisors proclaimed October as Domestic Violence Awareness Month. 
 

Early intervention through law enforcement, such as restraining orders and social services 

programs, have helped Santa Clara County maintain a relatively low record of domestic violence 

deaths.  Domestic violence incidents are not taken lightly by the County’s District Attorney.  In 

2005 this office brought charges in more than 4,000 related cases.   
 

“Proclaiming October Domestic Violence Awareness Month  is not a symbolic gesture,” said 

Supervisor Jim Beall, Chairman of the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors.  “Our 

county is a model nationwide for its policies, and for the swift and compassionate response to 

victims. But we are troubled by the irony that behind close doors there is still violence against 

women, children and the elderly in the places they call home. Our goal must be for all homes to 

be safe and peaceful.” 
 

"We have to be concerned about our younger generation," said Supervisor Blanca Alvarado, 

Chair of the Boards Public Safety and Justice Committee.  “The pervasive violence in our culture 

and the lessons of violence learned from being in homes where such activity is commonplace 

make our youth particularly vulnerable to becoming perpetrators and victims of such behavior.” 

-More- 
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The County will present the proclamation on October 13, during the Domestic Violence 

Conference the County and its Domestic Violence Council are hosting at the Hyatt Regency 

Santa Clara.  Participants will learn about teen dating and violence, how to keep families 

safe while holding batterers accountable, mental health issues and cross-cultural 

intervention, among other topics.  Speakers include Supervisor Blanca Alvarado, 

Congresswomen Sally Lieber and Rebecca Cohn and Attorney General Bill Lockyer. 
 

This is the thirteenth year for the conference, which has historically been well-attended and is 

regarded as an invaluable community resource.  
 

 “Domestic violence knows no boundaries.  It can happen to anyone, regardless of your 

education level, economic status or ethnic background,” stated Esther Peralez-Dieckmann, 

Director of Santa Clara County's Office of Women's Policy and Programs.  “Each of us has a 

responsibility to inform ourselves so we can help and empower victims and create a community 

environment that keeps families safe and hold batterers accountable.” 
 

Local agencies available for crisis intervention in Domestic Violence or other physically 

threatening incidents are: 
 

• Support Network for Battered Women: (408) 541-6100  

              (1-800-572-2782 for calls in English and Spanish) 

• Asian Women's Home: (408) 975-2739 

• YWCA Rape Crisis Center: (408) 287-3000 

• South County Rape Crisis Center: (408) 779-2115 

• Adult Protective Services: 1-800-414-2002 

• Suicide Crisis Service: (408) 279-3312 

• Next Door, Solutions to Domestic Violence  (408) 279-2962 

• Community Solutions (South County) (408) 683-4118 
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