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South County Gains Alternate Reception Center 
 for Juvenile Intervention  

Joint Project Between County Probation, Morgan Hill and Gilroy Police Departments 
to Provide Convenient, Expedited Array of Services to Juveniles  

 

SANTA CLARA COUNTY-CALIF.— This week, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors ratified 

funding which will bring an Alternate Reception Center to South County for early juvenile intervention in July. 

This is a joint project of County Probation Department, Office of the Sheriff, and the Gilroy and Morgan Hill 

Police departments, made possible by a federal earmark advanced by Congressional Representatives Mike 

Honda and Zoe Lofgren.   

 

At the present time, there is no receiving center in South County. When law enforcement officers in that area 

issue citations to youth, they hold the citations until they have a sufficient number to deliver to the Probation 

Department.  It could take up to two to three months from the time of the offense to the time a Probation 

Officer has contact with the minor and family. The South County Alternate Reception Center, (SARC) which 

targets mid-level youth offenders, will allow law enforcement officers to conveniently drive youth to the center 

for immediate screening and intervention. Youth who do not pose a risk to themselves or the community and 

are not repeat offenders will be released to their parents under the Police Booking Protocol. 
 

“This alternate center engages parents, kids and law enforcement agencies, so there are no delays in 

intervention and connection to resources,” said County of Santa Clara Supervisor Don Gage, District 1. “The 

entire community benefits when services are provided in a timely manner.” 
 

“Our youth need to be held immediately accountable,” added County of Santa Clara Supervisor George 

Shirakawa, Chair of the Public Safety and Justice Committee. “The goal is to have better outcomes for our 

kids and a safer community by making resources readily available, from substance abuse counseling to gang 

intervention.” 

      -more- 
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Law enforcement agencies are hopeful the new Alternate Reception Center will serve a considerable number 

of youth in the juvenile justice system. 

 

 “The Alternative Reception Center is geared for mid-level offenders, those youth who do not rise to a level of 

criminality and public safety that warrants them to be at Juvenile Hall, yet need to be held accountable and 

diverted so we can provide immediate intervention and referral,” said Santa Clara Chief Probation Officer 

Sheila Mitchell.  “By reducing the amount of time between the citation of a South County juvenile and the 

processing of that citation by justice systems partners, Probation staff will be able to swiftly refer kids to 

services which will benefit them.”    

 

About the South County Alternate Reception Center – SARC 
 
The Alternate Reception Center will be possible as a result of a $347,007grant application submitted by the 
Chief Probation Officer Sheila Mitchell to the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP) 
Fiscal Year 2008 Congressional Earmark Program.     
  
The SARC will be located at the Gilroy Police Department. It will operate Tuesday through Saturday and 
minors will only be brought to the Center during peak evening and night hours on Thursdays through 
Saturdays. On Tuesdays and Wednesdays, no juveniles will be brought to the SARC, allowing Probation 
employees to focus on expediting citations. The center will serve youth residing in South County zip codes, 
95020, 95037, and 95046, who are cited by a law enforcement officer, are not a continued threat to 
community safety, but require immediate intervention.  Additionally, all citations for youth residing in these zip 
codes will be processed within 3 to 7 days of receipt by the staff at the SARC.    

    

On the OJJDP FY 2008 Congressional Earmark Program 
 
The OJJDP FY 2008 Congressional Earmark Program was established to provide grants, cooperative 
agreements and other assistance authorized by the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act of 2002. 
Applicants were limited to agencies and organizations that received an invitation to apply under this program.  
 
The Santa Clara County Probation Department received an invitation to submit an application in the amount 
of $347,007. The South County Alternate Reception Center (SARC) will operate in Southern Santa Clara 
County where law enforcement officers can conveniently transport youth to the Center for immediate 
screening and intervention. The SARC holds minors immediately accountable for their behavior and informs 
the parents and/or other responsible adults that immediate action is needed to assist that minor. 
 
The grant period is from July 1, 2008 through June 30, 2010. Following the Board’s approval, the Department 
will request that OJJDP extend the grant period through June 20, 2011. The OJJDP grant award required in 
kind matching funds of $239,585, which are in the Department’s FY 2010 proposed budget.  
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