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County of Santa Clara Strives to Build  
A Pest and Pesticide-Free Community  

 
3rd Integrated Pest Management Conference Provides Learning Opportunities For All 

 
SAN JOSE, CALIF. – Today, the 3rd Regional Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 

Conference is taking place at the San Jose McEnery Convention Center. Integrated Pest 

Management focuses on preventing pests while minimizing the use of pesticides that 

contribute to the pollution of the environment and risk to human health. The conference is 

designed to raise IPM awareness and provide technical education to facility and landscape 

professionals. Private homeowners are also encouraged to participate and learn about ways to 

create a healthy eco-system at home.  

 
“The County of Santa Clara is committed to protecting the health of our residents and the 

environment,” said Supervisor Liz Kniss, whose efforts resulted the County of Santa 

Clara IPM Ordinance. “Many jurisdictions and organizations throughout the region now 

have Integrated Pest Management programs and together we can make a real difference.” 

 
In recently years, a growing importance has been placed on using low-risk and effective 

methods to control insects, diseases, weeds and other pests at both homes and public spaces.   
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At the County of Santa Clara, several projects have been launched to use environmentally 

sound methods to replaces conventional chemical treatment. For example, in 2005, the 

County decided to use mulch instead of herbicide for weed control on urban landscapes and 

roads. At the Ed Levin Park, clove oil has also been used successfully to control weeds. 

 
The County also encourages the use of biological control agents such as bacterial or 

nematodes that can feed on fungus to control fungus gnats that grow around potted plants. 

These materials are essentially nontoxic to people and can be purchased at nurseries and 

garden supply stores.  

 
Ground squirrels are a major pest problem in 27 regional parks and three regional airports. 

While using rodent poisons in open areas can pose danger to animals and human beings, an 

alternative IPM method of using strategic seasonal trapping has been recognized as an 

effective way to bring the problem under control.   

 
A well-designed and maintained eco-system of landscape and facilities not only benefits the 

natural environment and human health, but also helps businesses and organizations to reduce 

costs over the long term by consuming less energy. 

 
“We combine cultural practices, mechanical and physical tools, and biological control to 

design and maintain a pest and pesticide free community,” said Naresh Duggal, IPM 

Manager, County of Santa Clara, “IPM methods have been proven to be more 

environmentally friendly and yet less costly in the long run.” 

 
At the 3rd annual conference, 17 IPM specialists from across Northern California are 

gathering to share their insights and expertise. Topics cover areas such as organic gardening, 

best facility management practices, and sustainable ecological landscapes. More than 350 

participants, including professionals from approximately 200 public agencies and private 

businesses as well as homeowners, are attendants of conference.  

- more - 
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The County IPM also has compiled the 3rd edition of “Regional IPM Resource Manual” VCD 

and “ABCs of Pest Habitat Modification” DVD. Approximately 500 copies of each were 

distributed to the participants at the conference. The Manual introduces best practices in 

areas that include the following: 

 
• Aquatic Pest Management 

• Healthy and Sustainable Lawn Care and Pest Management 

• Healthy Home Gardening and Pest Management 

• Invasive Pest Management 

• Public Health Pest Management 

• Structural Pest Management 

• Wild Life Damage Management 

 
Members of the community that are interested in obtaining copies of the Manual can call the 

County IPM manager at (408) 299- 5159. 

 
Background 
 
The County of Santa Clara IPM program was founded in 2002, and has taken a leadership 

role in collaborative planning for a regional educational initiative. In 2004, a group of public 

agencies and companies formed an alliance to promote pest prevention and minimize 

pesticide use. As a result of this effort, an annual conference has been created to share 

information and expertise. In November, 2005, the County of Santa Clara Board of 

Supervisors and the County’s IPM Coordinator won the California Department of Pesticide 

Regulation’s 2005 IPM Innovator Award. 

 
“Environmental protection and public health issues go beyond city or county boundaries,” 

said Supervisor Jim Beall, Chair of the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors. “Our 

effort to work together with neighboring jurisdictions to implement effective IPM programs 

will contribute tremendously to the health of our region.” # # # 
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