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County of Santa Clara Employees Donate  
More Than One Million Dollars to Local Charities 

 

SAN JOSE, CALIF. -- County of Santa Clara employees pledged more than $1,084,458 to local charities 

through the 2007 Combined Giving Campaign (CGC), the County’s annual charities fundraising event, and 

donations are still coming in.  Over the last 12 years, County employees have contributed $6.6 million to 

hundreds of charities in the areas of health and human services, environmental programs and the arts. The 

amount has increased five-fold since 1996. 

 
“The level of generosity by County employees is a testament to the character of this organization,” said 

Supervisor Don Gage, Chair of the Board of Supervisors. “County employees give to the community in many 

ways, and the Combined Giving Campaign is one more avenue for them to make a difference in the lives of the 

people we serve.”  

 
Each year, County Executive Pete Kutras appoints a department or departments to spearhead the campaign and 

set fundraising goals. The Parks and Recreation Department and Santa Clara County Library Administration led 

this year’s campaign, raising the most dollars in the campaign’s history, and exceeding the $1 million goal. 

 
“County employees are truly compassionate,” said County Librarian Melinda Cervantes, Campaign Co-Chair. 

“This year’s campaign theme, ‘Reaching Out, Raising Hope,’ mirrors the County’s organizational philosophy 

and values.  The theme inspired more than 60 percent of our workforce to donate to worthy local and global 

causes.”  

 
“Global Impact is dedicated to helping the poorest people on Earth,” said Jim Hill, Regional Representative for 

Global Impact.  “The generous contributions from County employees will touch the lives of many of the 400 

million people for whom we provide disaster relief, education, health training and economic programs that 

promote self-sufficiency.” 

-more- 
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The Combined Giving Campaign was launched in 1973 to allow County employees the opportunity to donate 

through their biweekly check or one-time donations. Their generosity hasn’t stopped in 34 years.  In the past few 

years, the Combined Giving Campaign contributions have increased from $306,000 to $1,084,458.88 attributed 

to an increase in both individual employee contributions and overall participation. Participation has increased 

from 1,475 employees in 2000 to 8,653 in 2007. Campaign results for the past 12 years include: 

 
Campaign Total Dollars  Organizations that  
Year Contributed    Received Donations  
2007 $1,084,459  457 
2006 $   940,858  429    
2005 $   769,312  364    
2004   $   750,935  379    
2003  $   630,945  344    
2002  $   674,543  346    
2001 $   400,185  346    
2000  $   306,000  340     
1999 $   322,441 
1998 $   298,982 
1997 $   247,371 
1996  $   220,000     
Total  $6,646,031 

“I am pleased to be affiliated with an organization of individuals who continuously go beyond what the job 

requires…people who are committed to making a difference in the lives of others,” said Lisa Killough, Director 

of the Santa Clara County Parks and Recreation Department and the 2007 Combined Giving Campaign Co-

Chair. “We know first hand the importance of the services offered by local charities. Many serve the same 

clients that need County services.” 

 

Employees can give to the 530 nonprofit organizations through the six federations: Community Health Charities 

of California, Arts Council of Silicon Valley, Earth Share of California, Local Independent Charities, Global 

Impact, and the United Way of Silicon Valley.  A federation is a group of voluntary charitable organizations 

established for the purpose of supplying common fundraising, administrative and management services to its 

members. In addition to the five federations, there are more than 25 independent, non-affiliated agencies from 

which to choose. Local and global causes range from support for cancer, diabetes, and Alzheimer’s research; 

food for the hungry; shelter for the homeless; literacy and the arts; the environment; and care for children, 

seniors, and wildlife. 

  

 “The Arts Council applauds the generous employees of the County of Santa Clara for exceeding $1 million in 

this year’s Combined Giving Campaign,” said Bruce W. Davis, Executive Director of Arts Council Silicon 

Valley. “Their spirit of giving and service is exceptional and a model for others to follow. The Valley’s 

nonprofit organizations are extremely grateful.” 
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