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County Launches Mature Driver Safety Program 
Program Seeks to Keep Seniors Driving as Long as Safely Possible, 

Reduce Crashes and Injuries 
 

 
SAN JOSE, CA —  In Santa Clara County, there are nearly 128,000 drivers over the age of 65, a 
number that will increase substantially as the Baby Boomer generation ages. Seniors rank second 
behind newly licensed teen drivers in deaths and injuries on California’s roadways.  The Santa Clara 
County Public Health Department’s Traffic Safe Communities Network has received a grant to launch a 
two-year Senior Driver Traffic Safety Program beginning in October, with the goal of keeping seniors 
driving as long as safely possible while reducing traffic crashes, injuries and deaths involving older 
adults.  
 
“For the first time, we are able to provide a comprehensive driver safety program specifically for seniors 
in our community,” said Supervisor Ken Yeager, co-chair of the Traffic Safe Communities Network. 
“Between 2000 and 2020 the number of licensed drivers in the Bay Area age 65 and over will increase 
by 84%. This program will help our seniors maintain their independence while making our streets 
safer.” 
 
The program will hold 17 mature driver seminars at local community and senior centers over a two year 
period beginning Nov. 12, reaching over 500 drivers over the age of 60.   The comprehensive program 
combines classroom education led by the California Highway Patrol in collaboration with Valley 
Transportation Authority, events, and alternative transportation resources. 

-more- 
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Program participants will have the opportunity to conduct self assessments of their driving skills; 
identify health and fitness issues that may affect their driving; review rules of the road, learn how/when 
to modify driving behaviors to compensate for age-related changes; improve driver safety by “fitting” 
the driver to his/her car; and discuss when it is time to transition to a restricted or non-driver status. 
 
“Seniors treasure both their mobility and their safety,” said Christopher J. Murphy, Director of the 
California Office of Traffic Safety. “By participating in this program, they can learn how best to keep 
both.” 
 
“The Senior Driver Safety Program combines education and self assessment to help senior drivers 
evaluate their ability to drive safely,” said Santa Clara County Health Officer, Marty Fenstersheib, MD. 
“For seniors who are considering transitioning to non-driver status we will provide resources to ease 
their worries about what they can do when they can no longer drive.” 
 
"VTA is pleased to partner with the County of Santa Clara and other organizations to implement this 
program that encourages independent travel for seniors and people with disabilities," said Michael T. 
Burns, VTA General Manager.  "Our goal is to help them gain the knowledge, skills and confidence to 
consider public transit as a viable mobility option." 
 
The program is a collaborative effort among the Traffic Safe Communities Network, CHP, Valley 
Transportation Authority, senior advocate groups, community centers, Department of Motor Vehicles, 
AAA of Northern California, San Jose Senior Citizens Commission and others. 
 
“We are truly excited to be introducing the Older Driver Program to Santa Clara County,” said Captain 
Cathy Wayne, California Highway Patrol. “This program will be free of charge and will undoubtedly 
save lives.”  
  
Funding for this program was provided by a $325,000 grant from the California Office of Traffic Safety, 
through the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. 
 
For more information, call the Traffic Safe Communities Network at (408) 792-3744. 
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