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Sexual Assault Response Team Office Opens in Gilroy 
VHC Gilroy and Law Enforcement Agencies Collaborate to Make Victim Exams Easier for 

South Santa Clara County and San Benito County Residents 
 
SAN JOSE, CALIF. — Fear, anger, violation, confusion, depression and loneliness are just a few emotions sexual 
assault victims feel after a traumatic attack. Many feel extremely vulnerable and a loss of safety that most people take 
for granted. Following an attack, victims go through many hours of interviews and physical exams which can 
exacerbate their feelings of powerlessness.  Tomorrow, Valley Health Clinic Gilroy, in partnership with Community 
Solutions and five law enforcement agencies, will open the first Sexual Assault Response Team (SART) office in South 
Santa Clara County.  The Gilroy location is needed to help reduce the trauma victims feel as they go through the 
interview and exam process after a sexual assault. 
 
“Until now, victims had to drive 45 minutes to two hours to Santa Clara Valley Medical Center for follow up exams,” 
said Supervisor Don Gage, District 1. “The new office will provide victims of sexual assault with a location in or near 
their community.” 
 
Officials will be on-hand to commemorate the availability of this new service at the SART Office open house 
tomorrow (Sept. 9) from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. at VHC Gilroy, 7475 Camino Arroyo, Gilroy. 
 

The Gilroy SART Office is made possible through a collaborative effort among Santa Clara Valley Health & Hospital 
System, Community Solutions, Santa Clara County Sheriff’s Office, Santa Clara County Deputy Sheriffs’ Association, 
San Benito County Sheriff’s Office, and the police departments in Morgan Hill, Gilroy, and Hollister. VHC Gilroy 
provided an onsite location in its new building. The Santa Clara County Deputy Sheriffs’ Association, San Benito 
County Sheriff’s Office, and the police departments in Morgan Hill, Gilroy, and Hollister provided funding for new 
equipment needed for SART exams, equipment previously only available at the VMC campus in San Jose.  
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 “Driving from the southern area of Santa Clara County to San Jose for a follow up exam is more than many sexual 
assault victims can handle. They are already traumatized and under a tremendous emotional burden,” said Santa 
Clara County Sheriff Laurie Smith, whose office provides law enforcement services to the unincorporated area of the 
county, including areas of Gilroy and San Martin.  “The new SART location puts us near the victims and enables us to 
provide a service to them in their community.”   
 
Santa Clara Valley Medical Center’s SART program is a specialized team of detectives from sheriff and police 
agencies, VMC nurse examiners and sexual assault advocates that work closely together with the objective of meeting 
the needs of victims while investigating the crime and gathering evidence. The program was established in 1987 and 
currently has 20 Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner’s who take calls 24 hours a day, seven days a week, and sees an 
average of 30 patients per month.   
 
When a sexual assault call comes in to police, officers are dispatched to the location, often a home or hospital. If it’s 
determined the assault happened within the last 72 hours, and the individual is willing to submit to an exam, a south 
county victim would have to be transported or drive to Santa Clara Valley Medical Center, which could take as much as 
an hour or two.  There, a specially-trained nurse examiner conducts an interview, performs an intensive physical exam 
for collection of evidence, and takes photographs. All this can take several hours, and before this program, the 
individual would have to be transported or drove home.   
 
“Sexual assault victims suffer extreme physical and emotional trauma. We are pleased to support the South County 
SART facility that will help ease the victim’s burden and assist in the successful prosecution of sexual offenders,” said 
Sgt. Jim Gillio, Gilroy Police.  
 
Through the difficult hours of the interview and exam process, sexual assault advocates provide support, inform victims 
of their rights, the step-by-step process, and ask them how the advocates can ease them through the process.   
 
“What many people may not realize is the trauma that victims experience from a sexual assault doesn’t necessarily 
end with the violent act. They are tired, angry, confused and go through hours of interviews and extensive exams and 
often face a long road to emotional recovery,” said Debbie Ruiz, Solutions to Violence Case Manager and Sexual 
Assault Advocate with Community Solutions. “Advocates provide initial support, can aid them in finding temporary 
shelter when needed, and provide them with resources for counseling. Now we can provide this service in their 
community.” 
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San Benito County does not have a SART location, requiring that victims and police agencies travel to VMC.  
“The Gilroy location will make a tremendous difference to not only the victims but our SART detectives who investigate 
the crime scenes and spend several hours traveling and transporting the victims to San Jose,” said Lieutenant Roy A. 
Iler, San Benito County Sheriff’s Office. “We are pleased to be a partner in this project and contribute funding for new 
equipment.”  
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