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County Executive and Stanford Staff to Recommend 
Agreement for Stanford Trail Alignments 

 

SAN JOSE, CALIF. –Today, County of Santa Clara County Executive Pete Kutras 

released his recommendations to the Board of Supervisors pertaining to the Stanford 

University General Use Permit Trail Requirements.  The recommendations are the 

culmination of several meetings with Stanford staff, as directed by the Board of 

Supervisors this past September, and they follow public discussion of various aspects of 

Stanford trail alignments for the past five years – since December 2000.   

 
The County Executive is recommending that the Board of Supervisors take four actions.  

First, that the Board certify the Stanford University S1 Trail Alignment Supplemental 

Environmental Impact Report (SEIR), selecting the Alternative S1-C Alignment as the 

adopted trail alignment, making related CEQA findings, and adopting a Mitigation 

Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP).  

 
The second recommendation is that the Board finds Stanford in compliance with 

Condition I.2 of its General Use Permit.  The third and fourth recommendations are for 

the Board to delegate the authority to the County Executive to execute the agreement 

with Stanford and to delegate the authority to the Director of County Parks and 

Recreation to take all actions necessary for the County to fully implement terms of the 

agreement. 
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Highlights of the Agreement 

Stanford has agreed to contribute $12.25 million for trail construction or enhancement in 

various jurisdictions.  In addition, the University will bear the cost of approximately $7 

million to construct the S1-C trail on its land.  Stanford will be required to: 

 Provide public trail easements on portions of its land for the S1 and C1 trails;  

 Complete design, permits and construction of the S1-C Trail and have it open for 

public use within 12 months;  

 Complete design, environmental compliance, permits and construction 

contributing up to $11.2 million for the C1 Trail within five years subject to 

agreements with the Town of Portola Valley and the County of San Mateo;  

 Complete design, environmental compliance, permits and construction 

contributing up to $1.05 million for the C2 Trail within five years, subject to 

agreement with the Town of Los Altos Hills; and 

 Ensure maintenance, operations and public access for all three trail alignments. 

 
“Coming to an agreement that pleases everyone is a rarity,” said County Executive Pete 

Kutras.  “However, there are significant elements of this agreement that benefit the public 

and the entire agreement brings us closer to completing trail routes outlined in the 

Countywide Trails Master Plan.” 

 
A highly praised proposed trail is the scenic S1-C trail alignment, which is expected to 

provide a wonderful recreational amenity for the public.  The overland portion of the trail 

will be unpaved in keeping with the rural environment.  It also will be open for public use 

by the end of 2006.  

 
“One of the elements we are particularly pleased about is the agreement to design, 

comply with environmental regulations, and construct the C2 Trail between the campus 

and the City of Palo Alto’s Arastradero Preserve,” said Kutras.  “It is an example of how 

we worked within the constraints of the General Use Permit to carve out a connection 

that the community really wants.”   

 
The proposed C1 trail has been the subject of much public discussion, and still must go 

through further environmental review.  The Countywide Trails Master Plan and  

-more- 



Staff to Recommend Agreement for Stanford Trail Alignments, Page 3 

Stanford’s General Use Permit, which is based on that Plan, include the concept of 

creating a trail near San Francisquito Creek.  One of the major obstacles to building a 

trail on the Santa Clara County (east) side of the Creek is potential environmental impact 

to the riparian habitat.  To bypass existing uses on the County side of the Creek would 

require that the trail in some areas be located as close as 50 feet to San Francisquito 

Creek.  Some community activists have suggested that the trail be located further east 

into the interior of the Stanford campus, however, Stanford does not wish to consider an 

interior alignment for this trail. 

 
Given the environmental complexities posed by a C1 Trail next to the east side of the 

Creek, and Stanford’s commitment to fund a viable connector trail for the C1 alignment, 

the County Executive will recommend to the Board to approve moving forward with a 

provision in the agreement that will call for Stanford to pursue the option of building a 

trail near Alpine Road, and to seek agreement from the County of San Mateo and Town 

of Portola Valley for such a trail pending further environmental analysis. 

 
Currently a number of people use the area along Alpine Road for recreational purposes, 

primarily bicyclists.  However, substantial upgrades are needed to improve its safety and 

accessibility to bring it up to County trail standards.  Stanford has agreed to spend up to 

$11.2 million to fund those improvements.  The improvements will make it a safer 

passageway for bicyclists and hikers. 

 
Portions of the C1 trail alignment are located in other jurisdictions – San Mateo County 

and the Town of Portola Valley – whose cooperation, environmental review and approval 

will be required before construction.  Recognizing the complexity, the agreement 

provides up to seven years for any issues to be resolved.  

 
"Although the multi-use trail to the south of Page Mill Road is very desirable as 

mitigation for the General Use Permit, the sidewalk trail along Alpine Road in San Mateo 

County is completely unacceptable to me," said Supervisor Liz Kniss, Chair of the Santa 

Clara County Board of Supervisors and representative of the area under discussion. 

 
The County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors will discuss the agreement at its 

December 13, 2005, meeting at 1:30 p.m.     #    #    # 
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