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Local Resident Honored as “2006 Friend of the Veteran”  
for Nearly 20 Years of Tireless Dedication to Community Veterans  

 

SAN JOSE, CALIF.— Vietnam Veteran Lawrence Doutherd has been a familiar face to veterans 

around Santa Clara County. From visiting patients in Palo Alto and Menlo Park VA medical facilities, 

laying flower wreaths on graves for Memorial Day ceremonies, to providing radio communication 

support for the Veteran’s Day Parade, Doutherd spends his days volunteering to help veterans.  The 

County of Santa Clara has named Doutherd as the “2006 Friend of the Veteran,” an award that 

acknowledges nearly 20 years of community service in the Bay Area.  
 

“It’s rare to find someone who gives so much and so selflessly,” said County Executive Pete Kutras. “I 

admire his dedication to helping veterans in the community.” 
 

In 1968, Doutherd joined the United States Army to serve his country during the Vietnam War.  He 

became disabled due to his exposure to Agent Orange. For many years afterward, he generously 

dedicated his time to Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) of the United States including the 

establishment of VFW Post 999 at the Emanuel Baptist Church in San Jose.   

 

“I believe in volunteering and doing what I can for the community,” Doutherd said. “I am honored to 

receive the Friend of Veteran Award this year. It is a double honor to receive the award during Black 

History Month.” 
 

Over the years, Doutherd has served tirelessly in a myriad of positions for several veterans’ organ-

izations including the American Legion, Vietnam Veterans of America, and the United Veterans 

Council of Santa Clara County.  As part of the Speakers’ Bureau for the Vietnam Veterans of America, 

he regularly visits schools to talk with students about his experience as a soldier in Vietnam.   

-more- 
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Recently, the VFW National Commander appointed Doutherd as the National Deputy Chief of Staff.  

The VFW of the United States includes 2.4 million members in approximately 9,000 Posts worldwide.  

Annually, VFW members contribute more than 13 million hours of volunteerism in the community, 

including participation in Make A Difference Day and National Volunteer Week. 
  
He dedicates his time to coordinating or participating in activities such as casino day on President’s 

Day, summertime barbecues, and carnival day on July 4 for disabled and able patients at VA hospitals 

in Palo Alto and Menlo Park. At the casino day, vets turn in their “Monopoly” money winnings for 

gifts such as shirts, hats and chip books that they can use to purchase items at the VA canteen.   
 

“Most of these veterans can’t travel far or don’t leave the VA hospitals very much,” Doutherd said. 

“They look forward to these events because it gives them a chance to mingle with people and to do 

something they normally can’t.”  
 

One of Doutherd’s many passions is amateur radio. He is a member and commander of the only 

American Legion all-amateur radio operators post nationwide.  With his radio skills, he participates in 

the Veterans’ Day Parade, providing radio communication support to coordinate the various marching 

bands, floats, and service organizations.  He has also used his amateur radio skills to assist in disaster 

relief work and preparedness efforts. 
 

Doutherd has volunteered innumerable hours and professional and technical experience in many 

capacities to support work of the Office of Veterans’ Services.  The office is a State and County 

funded agency established in 1944 to assist veterans, military retirees, and their families in obtaining 

benefits and services accrued through military service. Doutherd has served as an ambassador to 

veterans, military personnel and their families, by making numerous referrals to the office to aid them 

in the process of receiving benefits. 
 

“Larry is the epitome of a dedicated and gracious volunteer,” said Peter Garrison, Director of the Santa 

Clara County Office of Veterans’ Services, who selected Doutherd to receive this year’s award.  
 

The Office of Veterans’ Services established the “Friend of the Veteran Award” in 1991 to recognize 

community members for their outstanding support and dedication to veterans of Santa Clara County.  
 

Doutherd is a former software engineer with IBM. He lives in San Jose with his wife Joyce, and has 

two children and one grandson. # # # 
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