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County Continues to Fund Youth Science Institute at Two 
County Parks to Provide Science Education Programs 

 

SAN JOSE, CALIF.— Today, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors voted 

unanimously to grant $50,000 annually from 2009-2013 to Youth Science Institute (YSI) to 

continue to provide program services at Vasona Lake and Sanborn County Parks. 

 

“Science education is crucial if our youngsters are to be competitive in a rapidly changing 

global economy,” said Supervisor Don Gage, Chair of the Board’s Housing, Land Use, 

Environment and Transportation Committee. “This early introduction to science will 

influence the direction and future choices for many Santa Clara County kids.” 

 

YSI was founded in 1953 to provide youth science educational programs designed to inspire 

enthusiasm for science and a love of learning while developing an understanding of the 

natural environment in Santa Clara Valley.  YSI develops science knowledge and critical 

thinking skills in 30,000 children each year through its school programs, summer day camps, 

after school science club, and events for the general public.  
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“We are grateful for our outstanding partnership with the County, which is critical to our 

success in teaching nature-based science to Silicon Valley’s students,” stated Susanne 

Mulcahy, YSI’s Executive Director. “Our park locations sustain the heart and soul of our 

work.  The facilities and resources the County provides help us greatly to extend our 

resources to reach as many children as possible.  Together, we are investing in the future of 

Santa Clara County and creating a solid foundation for the future workforce.” 

 

Every year, thousands of students are brought to YSI’s Science and Nature Centers to 

experience a hands-on nature based science program.  YSI also provides after school science 

classes for Pre-K through 5th grade students weekly at the Vasona Science and Nature 

Center.  Registration is now open for its weekly Summer Science Camps that run from June 

16-August 15, 2008 for children ages 3 ½ to entering 6th grade.  For more information about 

YSI or to register for the Summer Science Camp, go to: www.youthscience.org. 

 

Background 

The Youth Science Institute was initially invited to provide natural science interpretation at 

Vasona Lake County Park in 1979 following its successful partnership over 25 years with the 

City of San Jose at Alum Rock Park.  YSI has occupied facilities at Vasona Lake County 

Park since 1980 and Sanborn County Park since 1982 without fee in exchange for providing 

natural resources education to the public.  In 2006, YSI completed a 2,803-square-foot 

expansion to the Vasona facility to provide additional classroom, staff and storage space to 

accommodate its science and environmental education program for youth.  

 

The County has allocated funding for YSI since 1986.  The current five-year agreement will 

expire at the end of fiscal year 2008.   
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