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AERIAL SEARCH 
FOR MOSQUITO SOURCES CONTINUES 

 
San Jose, CALIF. -  Weather permitting, a plane will fly over parts of San Jose, 

Saratoga, Los Gatos and Monte Sereno this weekend in search of neglected pools 

and other backyard sources that could develop mosquitoes carrying West Nile 

virus. 

 

The aerial survey will focus on poorly maintained swimming pools and other 

backyard water features.  These aerial surveys help the Vector Control District 

locate and eradicate backyard mosquito sources.  

  

“The previous aerial surveys helped us detect neglected swimming pools and 

ponds in a timely manner,” said Tim Mulligan, District Manger. “We now 

consider aerial surveys to be a vital part of our urban mosquito control 

program.” 

- more - 
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The area to be surveyed will cover 80 square miles and is adjacent to the areas 

surveyed earlier in the season, where there was significant West Nile activity.  A 

map of the survey area can be seen on the District website at www.sccvector.org.  

 

Although the days are shorter and evenings are getting cooler, West Nile virus 

continues to remain a concern.  “Even though it appears that West Nile virus 

activity in the county is slowing down, mosquitoes are still active,” said Kriss 

Costa, Community Education Specialist.  “Residents need to remember to use 

insect repellent on exposed skin when outdoors.  That is their best defense 

against West Nile virus.” 

 

The District will receive the results of the aerial survey early next week and 

determine which pools need immediate attention.  District Technicians will then 

contact the pool owners to arrange for the pools to be checked and treated if they 

are developing mosquitoes.  Surveys this year have detected over 200 un-

maintained pools.  A single poorly maintained swimming pool can produce 

millions of mosquitoes which can cause risk for an entire neighborhood.  

 

Response to the aerial survey program has been encouraging.  District 

Technicians who contacted and explained the health risk posed by poorly 

maintained swimming pools to the property owners noted that most of the 

owners took immediate steps to resolve the problem.  Although formal 

enforcement has not been necessary, individuals who choose not to cooperate 

with the District may be subject to the formal abatement process.  Fines of up to 

- more - 
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$1000.00 per day may be levied.  

 

To date, two human cases of West Nile virus have been reported in Santa Clara 

County.  West Nile virus has also been detected in 60 birds, 5 tree squirrels, and 

mosquitoes collected in 10 traps in the county. 
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