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County Supervisors Endorse Climate Action Blueprint for New 

President and Congress 
 

SAN JOSE, CALIF.— This week, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors voted 
unanimously to endorse the Climate Action Blueprint for the New President and 111th Congress. 
The Climate Action Blueprint is developed by Climate Communities and ICLEI-Local Governments 
for Sustainability to request the federal government to support and partner with local government to 
address the climate change challenge.   
 
“The consequences of climate change will affect all of us,” said Supervisor Pete McHugh, Chair of 
the Board of Supervisors. “The Climate Action Blueprint outlines a strategy to address this issue at 
the national and local levels.” 
 
The Climate Action Blueprint is intended to provide a framework for federal policy and action on 
climate change. It requests the new President and Congress to act in the following areas:   

• Enact a national climate policy that regulates gas emissions 
• Implement clean energy policies 
• Invest in local climate capacity through annual federal appropriations 
• Transform the nation’s transportation strategy 
• Create American green jobs and green businesses 
• Build self-reliant communities that are prepared for climate impacts 

 
“Climate change is an urgent matter that requires us to take collective action,” said Supervisor Ken 
Yeager, who championed the Climate Action Blueprint.  
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The Climate Action Blueprint which will be presented to the new President and Congress in the first 
week of December 2008 outlines priority areas, calls for targets, and requests funding and grants 
to address climate change. 
 

“Climate change has no jurisdictional boundaries,” said Supervisor Liz Kniss, District 5. “While the 
County of Santa Clara has implemented significant programs to do our part, we recognize that a 
strategic nationwide effort is essential.” 
 

“The Climate Action Blueprint would help advance climate protection and sustainable development 
in our county,” said Acting County Executive Gary Graves. “It could provide funding mechanisms to 
build the ‘green’ economy and help the County to achieve renewable energy goals.” 
 

The County of Santa Clara is currently developing Climate Action Plans to address carbon 
emissions from operations, facilities and the communities. In recent years, the County also has 
established several “green” programs to protect the environment.  Among them are: setting 
environment-friendly policies for new constructions, adopting non-toxic methods to control pest in 
parks, utilizing energy-efficient traffic lamps on County roads, and  collecting household hazardous 
waste, and certifying green businesses that adopt conservation and other green practices.   
 

About Climate Communities 
Climate Communities is a national coalition of cities and counties that aims at educating federal 
policymakers about the essential role of local governments in addressing climate change and 
promoting a strong local-federal partnership to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  
 

About ICLEI-Local Governments for Sustainability 
ICLEI-Local Governments for Sustainability is a membership association of local governments 
committed to advancing climate protection and sustainable development. The mission of ICLEI 
USA is to build, serve, and drive a movement of local governments to advance deep reductions in 
greenhouse gas emissions and achieve tangible improvements in local sustainability. 
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