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Los Gatos Creek Trail To Be Widened  

Trail Will Be Improved to Accommodate Heavy Traffic 
 

 
SAN JOSE, CALIF.— County’s most popular trail - Los Gatos Creek Trail will soon be 

widened to accommodate heavy traffic. Today, the County of Santa Clara Board of 

Supervisors awarded a construction contract to HSR, Inc. in the amount of $497,600. The 

widening project, beginning at Camden Avenue south to Charter Oaks Drive, is expected 

to be completed by spring, 2007, or sooner depending upon weather. Detour signs will be 

posted along the trail where construction is occurring. 

 

Upon completion, the Trail will be paved 10 feet wide with 2-foot-wide rock shoulders 

on each side. Currently, the Trail is about 8 feet wide on average. 

 

“The Los Gatos Creek Trail is a heavily used trail, and we want to make sure that people 

are safe,” said Bill Barnhart, Capital Projects Manager, County Parks and Recreation 

Department.  

 

Los Gatos Creek Trail is a multi-use trail that starts at Lexington Reservoir in the Santa 

Cruz Mountains and continues into San Jose in the Willow Glen area. It’s a popular trail  
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that connects a series of parks and other destinations along the Los Gatos Creek. The 

Trail is used by thousands of visitors per year. It is especially crowded on weekends by 

pedestrians, hikers, bicyclists and nature lovers who come to enjoy a variety of outdoor 

activities.  

 

“My staff and I were among the many volunteers who recently cleaned up Los Gatos 

Creek as a part of the Adopt-A-Creek program,” said Supervisor Jim Beall, Chair of the 

Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors. “We were firsthand witnesses of how popular 

Los Gatos Creek Trail has become and how busy it is.” 

 

The Board of Supervisors approved construction documents and issuance for bids for the 

improvement at Los Gatos Creek Trail in May 2006. A bid opening was held on 

September 14, 2006, and three bids were received. HSR, Inc. submitted the lowest total 

base bid of $452,366 and was awarded the contract. Another $45,234 was also awarded 

to the company for Supplemental Work Allowance.  

 

 “There are also several other improvements that will soon be underway at the Los Gatos 

Creek Park, including a new lawn and family picnic area with a waterfront view,” said 

Tamara Clark-Shear, Public Information Officer, County Parks and Recreations 

Department.  

 

Currently also in the improvement plan is the removal of an existing parking lot. A new 

parking lot will be installed at another location in the park. In addition, the kiosk area 

where information is distributed to the public and where entry fees are paid will be 

redesigned for smoother traffic flow.   
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