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Supervisors Approve Phased Approach for Single-Use Bags in the 
Unincorporated Areas in Santa Clara County 

Consumers Encouraged to Utilize Reusable Bags  
 

San Jose, CALIF. – Today, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors approved a phased 

approach for eliminating single-use bags at retailers in the unincorporated areas in Santa Clara 

County. The approach will begin with increased public education to encourage consumers to utilize 

reusable bags and gradually move toward a fee or ban if certain benchmarks are not met.  

 

“Single-use bags pose real harm to our environment.  They clog landfills and litter our streets and 

waterways,” said Supervisor Ken Yeager, who brought forward the discussion on single-use bags. 

“Shopping with reusable bags gives consumers real power to reduce pollution and blight.” 

 

The program will begin with a public education campaign to educate residents about the 

importance of reusable bags and encourage consumers to modify consumer behaviors.  Staff will 

explore the best methods for setting and measuring benchmarks.  At the end of one year, the 

outreach program will be evaluated as to its success.  Based on that evaluation, the Board of 

Supervisors may employ further phases ranging from imposing fees at varying levels to an outright 

ban of single-use bags.  
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“Public education is very important in any approach towards changing consumer behavior about 

reusable bags,” said Greg Van Wassenhove, Director of the County’s Department of Agriculture. 

“We have brought together all stakeholders to discuss the appropriate approach. We hope more 

consumers will change their behavior as our outreach program starts.” 

 

On March 5, 2009, a stakeholder forum was held to gather input on the policy options for single-

use bags. Staff also surveyed all retailers in the unincorporated areas in Santa Clara County prior 

to the stakeholder forum. A total of 51 retailers in the unincorporated areas of Santa Clara County 

are expected to participate in the program. These retailers distribute an estimated 35,000 paper 

and plastic single-use carryout bags on an annual basis. 

 

“This is a problem that affects everyone, current and the future generations,” said Supervisor Liz 

Kniss, President of the Board of Supervisors. “I hope that the County’s effort will also influence 

legislation at the state level.” 

 

County staff is working with other jurisdictions to make sure the policy will be consistent across the 

county. Currently, the City of Palo Alto has decided to move ahead with a plan to begin banning 

plastic bags at all major grocery stores beginning in September 2009. The plan was approved at 

the March 16, 2009 Palo Alto City Council meeting. Palo Alto's proposed phased approach will 

later address paper bags. The City of Sunnyvale is also moving forward with some type of 

ordinance regarding single-use bags.  
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