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Middle School Students Recognized  
for West Nile Virus Outreach Activities 

County of Santa Clara Vector Control District honors local students for being 
proactive and helping their school and neighborhood protect themselves 

against West Nile virus 
 
 
SAN JOSE, Calif. – At a special presentation today, the County of Santa Clara Vector 

Control District, District 4 Supervisor Ken Yeager and District 5 Supervisor Liz Kniss 

recognized students from the Harker Middle School in San Jose for their outstanding 

work in educating their fellow students and neighbors about West Nile virus (WNV).   

 

Using a variety of outreach and educational materials, the team of four 7th graders, 

named the Cal Nilers, (think West Nile Virus) conducted surveys and presentations in an 

effort to inform their community and school about the dangers of WNV in the county and 

how they could protect themselves against it. 

 

“They are an incredible group of kids.  Their teacher and their parents have a lot to be 

proud of.”  Said Supervisor Ken Yeager, District 4.  

 

“All students should be recognized when they go above and beyond what is normally 
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required of them in the class room”, said Santa Clara County Vector Control District 

spokesperson Kriss Costa.  “These students saw a need and did excellent work about it.”  

 

The Cal Nilers were working on a special school project called “eCybermission,” which 

is sponsored by the U.S. Army.  The project gives students an opportunity to come up 

with ideas to resolve issues of concern in their community.  West Nile Virus seemed like 

a natural topic to the Cal Nilers as mosquito populations and concentrations of WNV 

positive dead birds were very high in their area. 

 

By choosing WNV, the Cal Nilers wanted to accomplish many goals, one of which was 

to reduce the number of cases of WNV in the county.  The Cal Nilers hoped that their 

project would convince all residents, including fellow students, to take more precautions 

against West Nile Virus, such as using repellent, emptying still water and maintaining 

widow and door screens. 

 

In addition to researching WNV in great detail, the Cal Nilers’ outreach and educational 

activities included: conducting surveys in their school; educating the student body about 

WNV via a PowerPoint presentation; creating a WNV bookmark; conducting a door knob 

hanger contest; delivering WNV info packets to 50 families in Saratoga; visiting a 

retirement home to educate senior citizens about WNV; and creating a WNV website 

(http://calnilers.selfip.com) containing lots of valuable information. 

 

“I was completely blown away by everything these students did,” said Costa.  “They 

asked me for some suggestions on what they might do in regards to WNV education. 

They took all my suggestions, came up with some of their own and hit the ground 

running.”  

 

The presentation was held in conjunction with the County’s celebration of “Bring Your 

Sons and Daughters to Work Day.”  # # # 

http://calnilers.selfip.com/
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