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County to Replace Uvas Creek Bridge in  
Unincorporated Area Near Morgan Hill 

A New Bridge Will Be Constructed to Improve Traffic Safety 
 
SAN JOSE, CALIF. – The existing Uvas Creek Bridge on Uvas Road near Morgan Hill will 

be replaced by a new and wider bridge.  The County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors 

approved the replacement project to improve traffic safety on the bridge. 

 

The Uvas Creek Bridge is located on Uvas Road, approximately 0.6 miles west of 

Watsonville Road in Gilroy, and 5 miles southwest of the City of Morgan Hill.  The bridge 

crosses Uvas Creek, a perennial creek due to year-round releases from Uvas Reservoir. 

 

“The Uvas Creek Bridge is used by thousands of commuters on a daily basis,” said 

Supervisor Don Gage, Chair of the Board of Supervisors and Housing Land Use and 

Transportation Committee. “We want to make sure that our residents drive on the best and 

safest roads.” 

 

Uvas Road runs North-South.  It serves as a commuter route from Uvas/Watsonville area 

to Silicon Valley employment centers as the road is almost parallel to State Highway 101.  

The Uvas Creek Bridge was built in 1923 and is very narrow – only 20 feet wide with two  
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lanes (one lane each direction).  There have been a number of traffic accidents on this 

bridge.   

 

The construction of the replacement bridge will start in July 2007, and is estimated to be 

completed in the summer of 2009.  Upon completion, the new bridge will be 38 feet and 6 

inches wide with two 12-foot-wide lanes, 6-foot-wide shoulders, and concrete barriers.  This 

new bridge will greatly improve traffic safety. 

 

“It is projected that Uvas Road will have more traffic in future years,” said Michael Murdter, 

Director of Roads and Airports Department. “The construction of this new bridge is part of 

our plan to better serve the growing population in the South County.” 

 

The project will be constructed in two phases.  In Phase One, a single lane bridge will be 

constructed on the east side of the existing bridge.  There will be no change to the traffic on 

the existing bridge.  In Phase Two, traffic will be moved over to the new single lane bridge 

with signalized traffic control.  The existing bridge will then be demolished and the rest of 

the bridge will be constructed and open to traffic respectively.  

 

The estimated cost for the project is approximately $4.4 million, including design, 

environmental studies and construction engineering.  Federal funding is 80% of the design 

cost and 88.53% of the construction cost.  The rest of the cost will come from the County 

Road Fund, which is comprised of gas taxes paid at the pump. 
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