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2.1 LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION 
The Coyote Creek Parkway County Park (the Parkway) is a long, narrow park 

on either side of Coyote Creek, located in the Coyote Creek Watershed of 

Santa Clara County.  The Coyote Creek watershed is one of the largest 

watersheds in the County; from its origins in the Diablo Range, it covers over 

320 square miles.  As illustrated in Figure 2-1, the Parkway begins at the base 

of Anderson Dam near Morgan Hill and continues north to Hellyer County Park 

in San Jose.  It is over 15 miles in length, includes approximately 1,690 acres 

of land, and is owned and operated by the Parks Department for the use and 

enjoyment of all County residents. 

Today, the Parks Department maintains a paved multi-use trail for the entire 

length of the Parkway between Cochrane Road and Hellyer Park.  The trail 

links up with the City of San Jose’s trail at Yerba Buena Avenue and continues 

north to Williams Street Park.  In addition to trail use, other public recreational 

uses are available in the Parkway.  These include the Parkway Lakes “pay-to-

fish” lease operation, the Santa Clara County Model Aircraft Skypark for 

remote control model airplane enthusiasts, Coyote Ranch lease operation for 

group and corporate picnics, and San Jose Water Ski Club’s use of percolation 

ponds at Metcalf Avenue.  Two large group picnic areas and various individual 

picnic sites are located near the base of Anderson Dam with another near 

Hellyer Park. 

2.2 BACKGROUND 
The Parkway was conceived in the 1960s when both the City of San Jose 

(City) and the County began acquiring lands adjacent to Coyote Creek for use 

as parkland.  In 1969, in preparation for developing a jointly sponsored master 

plan, the City and County approved the “Coyote River Policy Statement.”  This 

statement includes the following vision for the Parkway: 

…[T]he continuity of riding, hiking, and bicycle trails through the park would be 

assured, park design would be coordinated with the Santa Clara Flood Control 
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and Water Conservation District [now the Santa Clara Valley Water District], and 

[…] all outdoor recreation would be compatible with the natural resources of the 

area. 

This thirty-five-year-old policy statement for the Parkway is still valid today. 

In 1972, the Coyote Creek Master Plan was completed as a joint project 

between the City and the County.  The 1972 Master Plan formalized a long-

rage vision for Coyote Creek as both a natural and recreational corridor to be 

maintained and enhanced.  Since then, both agencies have proceeded with 

implementation of the Master Plan as resources have allowed. 

In 2003, the Parks Department  completed a Department-wide Strategic Plan 

that called for integrated recreation and resource management planning for all 

County Parks.  While the Santa Clara Valley Water District (SCVWD) manages 

water flow in the creek, lands adjacent to the creek are managed by the Parks 

Department to preserve the riparian corridor, provide habitat, maintain a sense 

of valley open space no longer common in Santa Clara County, and provide 

recreational opportunities.  Figure 2-2 depicts the current major existing use 

areas along the Parkway. 

2.3 PURPOSE AND NEED 
To respond to the changes along the Parkway and to reflect the vision and 

goals of the Parks Department’s Strategic Plan, the Parks Department 

determined that a new plan for Coyote Creek Parkway was needed.  The 

following needs necessitated this planning effort. 

 Need to develop a resources management plan to preserve and 

enhance natural resources within the Parkway. 

 Need to develop a systematic approach to public/private lands 

interface along the Parkway perimeter, because the rural lands that 

once served as buffers have almost completely disappeared and new 

suburban uses are planned. 

 Need to meet increasing demand for basic recreation, including multi-

use trails, large group picnic areas, and sites for unique recreational 

uses. 

 Need to coordinate with changes in SCVWD practices for water 

distribution and management of stream flow in Coyote Creek. 



Meadow Use Area

Wetland / Riparian Infill and
Enhancement Areas

Existing Park Boundary

Roads

Trails

Entrance Kiosk

Shared Use Trail

Foot Trail

LEGEND

Edge of Riparian
Habitat Corridor

Restrooms

Group Picnic Area

Coyote Creek -
Generalized Low-Flow Channel

Coyote Creek Parkway County Park: Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan and Master Plan

SANTA CLARA COUNTY PARKS

Scale
0 100' 200'

North

Draft:5/31/06 © This drawing is conceptual and for planning purposes only.
Program information, scale, location of areas, and other
information shown are subject to field evaluation and
modification.

1 Acre

1/2

1/41/8

Santa Clara
County

FIGURE 2-1:

Parkway Location

Mountain
View

Cupertino

Monte
Sereno

Los
Gatos

Saratoga

Campbell

Gilroy

Los Altos Hills

Los Altos

Palo Alto

Sunnyvale

Santa
Clara

Milpitas

Hellyer
County
Park

Coyote Reservoir

H
ighw

ay
101

Coyote Creek Watershed

Anderson Reservoir



Burn
ett

Ave.

C
oc

hr
an

e
A

ve
.

Live Oak Ave.

Baile
y Ave.

Metcalf Road

Coyote Creek Parkway County Park: Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan and Master Plan
SANTA CLARA COUNTY PARKS

Scale
0 1/2 1 mile

North

Draft: 10/30/06 © This drawing is conceptual and for
planning purposes only. Program
information, scale, location of areas, and
other information shown are subject to
field evaluation and modification.

Parkway

Coyote Creek

Pond

Coyote Creek Trail

Other Public or
Semi-Public Lands

Radio Controlled
Model Airplane Area

Parkway Lakes

Metcalf Park
(City of San Jose)

Sycamore Rest Area

Walnut Rest Area

Toyon Group Area
Live Oak Group Area

Boys Ranch (restricted area)

Officer Gene Simpson
Dog Training Area

Eucalyptus Rest Area

Coyote Ranch
(historic site)

Coyote Percolation
Pond / Water Ski Pond

Coyote Creek Golf Course
(semi-public)

Shady Oaks Park
(City of San Jose)

Parque De La Raza De Paz

Coyote Hellyer County Park

Disk Golf

Lake
Anderson
County
Park

Ogier Ponds

Parkway Trail

Malaguerra Winery and Fields
(historic site)

Silver Creek Staging Area

Equestrian Staging Area

Park Office - Malaguerra Staging Area

FIGURE 2-2:
EXISTING
PARKWAY
USE AREAS

Coyote Creek

Legend
(see text for explanation)Basking Ridge Ave.

Staging Area



DRAFT INITIAL STUDY 
Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan and Master Plan  

Coyote Creek Parkway County Park 

 
Draft, November 2006 Page 2-3 

 

 Need to coordinate with federal and state agencies’ efforts to develop 

recovery plans for threatened and endangered species that occur in 

the Parkway.  

To address these needs, the Parks Department developed the Coyote Creek 

Parkway County Park Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan and 

Master Plan (the Integrated Plan). 

The primary objective of the Integrated Plan is to balance the long-term 

resource management of the Parkway corridor with its recreation use in a way 

that directly reflects the mission and vision of the Parks Department.  The 

resulting landscape and the recreation and educational opportunities it affords 

will benefit residents of Santa Clara County for generations to come. 

2.4 CHARACTERISTICS 
The Integrated Plan encompasses planning for both natural resources and 

public recreational use.  It is a comprehensive, long-term plan for management 

of the Coyote Creek Parkway as a valuable natural and recreational resource, 

unique to the County.  The Integrated Plan details how to manage the Parkway 

over a 10- to 20-year timeframe in order to facilitate public access and provide 

the quality outdoor recreation experience sought by Parkway users, while at 

the same time enhancing the habitat resources of the Parkway most 

effectively. 

Figure 2-3 provides an overview of the Integrated Plan.  Illustrated are the 

existing Parkway, proposed expansion areas that will create a viable Riparian 

Habitat Corridor, existing and proposed use areas, and the existing and 

proposed alignments of the Coyote Creek Trail. These features are described 

in further detail in the Integrated Plan. 

The strategies developed to implement the Integrated Plan are consistent with 

the mission of the Parks Department and, where applicable, promote 

partnership with other interested agencies to achieve implementation.  The 

Integrated Plan lays out immediate and future actions.  Some future actions 

are clearly delineated, whereas others reflect long-range plans that are 

contingent upon a range of external factors. 

The Integrated Plan follows a two-tiered approach for managing Parkway 

resources and developing facilities to support public use and enjoyment of 
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those resources.  The first tier encompasses immediate actions and clearly 

delineated and determined future actions within the existing boundaries of the 

Parkway.  The second tier addresses long term plans for expansion of the 

Parkway and realignment of segments of the trail. 

First Tier:  Immediate Actions and Determined Future Actions 
The first tier will involve immediate resource management actions and a palette 

of use area and trail improvements that could occur within existing Parkway 

lands.  A succinct list of these “priority projects” that would likely occur in the 

near term have been identified. These are listed in Section 2.5. 

Second Tier:  Long Term Stewardship and Park Expansion 
The second tier of the Integrated Plan proposes:  a long-range vision for 

stewardship of the Parkway’s riparian habitat resources; rural recreation area 

improvements that accommodate most of the regional recreation needs 

identified in the goals and objectives stated for the Parkway; and the creation 

of an enhanced Parkway trail system that will best serve a growing population 

while protecting riparian habitat resources. These activities involve both long-

term actions within the existing Parkway as well as enhancing the riparian 

habitat corridor and developing new trails where there are opportunities for 

expanding the Parkway. 

Expansion the Parkway can only be achieved with the participation of willing 

sellers.  Any expansion must be conducted in accordance with the policies of 

the Board of Supervisors adopted in April, 1990 and as outlined in the Santa 

Clara County Trails Master Plan Update, an element of the County General 

Plan, adopted in November, 1995 (see Appendix A).  It is recognized that 

expansion of the Parkway will involve negotiations with adjacent property 

owners, and, as such, could take many years to accomplish.  Expansion of the 

Parkway will also be an expensive undertaking and could likely be dependent 

on a variety of partnerships for funding. 

2.4.1 NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN 

The Natural Resources Management Plan component of the Integrated Plan 

defines the Parks Department’s goals, objectives, and actions to protect the 

natural character of the Park.  The Natural Resources Management Plan 

consists of three basic elements that work in tandem to maintain the natural 

resources and character of the Parkway:  establishment of a Riparian Habitat 
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Corridor, division of the parkway into Resource Management Zones, and 

detailed Resource Management Actions and Priorities. 

RIPARIAN HABITAT CORRIDOR 

A key component of the Integrated Plan is establishing, over time, a 

sustainable Riparian Habitat Corridor (Corridor) along the Parkway.  

Designation of the Corridor also identifies areas of the Parkway that are 

outside of the Corridor, thus, clearly identifying opportunities for access and 

recreation that are consistent with the Parks Department’s vision for the 

Parkway.   

Five key factors of equal weighting were used to define the Corridor.  All of the 

factors were chosen because they provide a scientific basis for providing a 

sustainable Corridor that supports the natural character of the Parkway and the 

species that use the Parkway as habitat, as discussed below. 

1.  Existing Riparian Vegetation Limits 
The extent of the riparian vegetation for the Parkway was determined based on 

the land cover type mapping conducted by the Parks Department, using the 

Sawyer and Keeler-Wolf system of vegetative categorization (Sawyer and 

Keeler-Wolf 1995). 

2.  Riparian Soils 
Within the Coyote Creek watershed, the Garretson Series (Ga), Cortina Series 

(Co), and Riverwash (Rg) soils indicate those areas that are connected to the 

riparian zone regime (i.e. sediments mobilized and deposited during storm 

events), and offer a geomorphic guide for future floodplain restoration projects. 

3.  Suitable Upland Habitat for Selected Special Status Species 
Upland habitat can provide a critical habitat linkage for aquatic species.  The 

following are special status species for which the Parkway provides these 

upland functions. 

 California red-legged frog—Based on an analysis of recent local 

studies and the recommendations of Bulger et al. 2003 (funded and 

reviewed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service [USFWS]), the 

movement corridor1 for California red-legged frog is defined to be 

                                                      
1 A movement corridor, within the context of the Riparian Habitat Corridor, is the portion of the corridor within which 
the species use has a high probability of occurring. 
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within 100 meters (328 feet) of Coyote Creek and wetted ponds within 

the Parkway. 

 Western pond turtle—Based an analysis of recent local studies, the 

movement corridor for Western pond turtle has been defined to be 

within 167 meters (550 feet) of Coyote Creek and within 30 meters 

(100 feet) of the Ogier Ponds and Parkway Lakes. 

 California tiger salamander—The movement corridor for California 

tiger salamander is defined as per Loredo et al. (1996), which 

determined that where the density of California ground squirrel burrows 

was high, the average migration distances between breeding and 

refuge sites for adults and juveniles was 118 feet (35.9 m) and 85 feet 

(26.0 m), respectively. 

4.  Minimum Wildlife Movement Corridor 
Riparian corridors serve as important connectors between fragmented habitats 

and would preferentially allow for the target species entire home range 

(Harrison 1992), such a corridor with is not feasible within the Coyote Valley.  

Conversely, movement is possible through corridors as small as 1.8 meters (6 

feet) under some conditions (LSA Associates 2003), but only allows for the 

passage of small mammals and does not provide functional habitat.  A 

minimum, ecologically viable corridor width for wildlife movement has been 

shown to be 500 feet (Ogden 1992).  The movement corridor was defined as 

500 feet from the edge of bank, on each side of Coyote Creek. 

5.  Meander Belt Zone (Geomorphology) 
A meander belt2 width analysis was conducted for multiple reaches of Coyote 

Creek within the Parkway.  A total of ten reaches were designated along 

Coyote Creek based on the orientation of the creek channel on the valley floor.  

Meander belt widths were calculated for each reach and varied from 320 to 

2,780 feet, with an average of 850 feet. 

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ZONES 

Resource Management Zones (Zones) subdivide the Parkway (and the 

proposed expansion lands) into a series of vegetative management zones.  

The defined Resource Management Zones are shown in Appendix B.  The 

                                                      
2 A meander belt is the area between lines drawn tangential to the extreme limits of fully developed meanders or 
bends in of a stream.   
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Zones identify opportunities for the Parks Department and others to effect the 

preservation, infill, enhancement, and expansion of wetland, riparian, and 

upland habitats within the Corridor. 

The following Zones have been designated. 

 Zone 1—Existing Riparian Habitat Areas:  This zone includes all 

areas within the existing riparian vegetation layer that are of sufficient 

density and composition (i.e., insignificant or no presence of invasive 

species) to not require management actions other than general 

maintenance. 

 Zone 2—Riparian Infill Areas:  This zone includes all areas within the 

existing riparian vegetation layer that are patchy in distribution (i.e., 

lacking contiguous shade cover) and/or have a significant percentage 

(>10%) of invasive species within the zone. 

 Zone 3—Wetland Infill Areas:  This zone includes all likely and 

known wetlands located within the existing riparian vegetation layer 

that have poorly functioning hydrology, lack contiguous vegetation, 

and/or have a significant percentage (>10%) of invasive species. 

 Zone 4—Riparian Enhancement Areas:  This zone includes all areas 

outside of the existing riparian vegetation layer that are within the 

Parkway boundary, the flood zone, the movement corridor, the 

meander zone, and/or riparian soils.   

 Zone 5—Upland Enhancement Areas:  This zone includes all areas 

outside of Zones 1–4 that are within the Parkway boundary and within 

the movement corridor. 

 Zone 6—Riparian Expansion Areas:  This zone includes all areas 

outside the Parkway boundary that are within the movement corridor 

and lie within the flood zone, the meander zone, and/or riparian soils. 

 Zone 7—Upland Expansion Areas:  This zone includes all areas 

outside the parkway boundary that are within the movement corridor, 

but are not within the flood zone, the meander zone, and/or riparian 

soils. 
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RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ACTIONS AND PRIORITIES 

The Resource Management Actions and Priorities are specific actions directly 

related to the Integrated Plan goals and objectives that help to restore and 

maintain the viability and natural character of the Parkway over the life of the 

Integrated Plan.  Table C-1 in Appendix C summarizes resource management 

actions planned to occur within the Parkway area, priorities associated with 

each activity, and potential partners that may be involved in the 

implementation, permitting, or funding of each action.  Also indicated are lead 

agency responsibilities and general locations in the Parkway within which the 

actions will occur. 

Most natural resource management in the Parkway will be focused in the 

Riparian Habitat Corridor and related upland habitats within the identified 

Natural Areas of the Parkway.  Management within the Riparian Habitat 

Corridor will focus on maintaining and enhancing habitat for native and special 

status species. 

The Resource Management Actions are specific actions that will be 

implemented to achieve a defined objective within the Natural Resource 

Management Plan.  Priorities indicate whether a proposed action is high, 

moderate, or low priority.  In general, actions with high priority are proposed to 

be implemented sooner than those with low priority.  Those actions under the 

Parks Department’s responsibility that have high priority will be analyzed to the 

project level in this document under CEQA as proposed projects.  Priority 

projects include all activities that are considered reasonably foreseeable and 

have been developed to an extent that allows for analysis under CEQA.  All 

other future actions will require additional project specific CEQA analysis prior 

to implementation.   

It is important to note that the Parks Department is not the lead agency for all 

of the Natural Resources Management Program Actions described in 

Appendix C.  Actions for which the Parks Department is not the lead agency, 

while subject to the guidelines of the Integrated Plan, will not be analyzed in 

this document.  The lead agencies for those specific actions will be required to 

comply with CEQA under each lead agency’s own CEQA process. 
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2.4.2 MASTER PLAN 

The Master Plan defines the Parks Department’s plan for public access and 

recreation throughout the Parkway.  It addresses existing uses; specific public 

access areas called Rural Recreation and Historic Areas (as defined in the 

Strategic Plan); Riparian Habitat Corridor setbacks; vegetation maintenance 

and management; and trail improvements, maintenance, and management, 

including the relationship of Coyote Creek Trail to Coyote Creek. 

Figure 2-3 shows the public access and recreational features that currently 

exist and those that are proposed for the Parkway.  Table D-1 in Appendix D 

lists park and trail improvements that the Parks Department hopes to 

implement within the Parkway during the lifetime of the Integrated Plan and 

identifies those projects that could realistically be initiated along the Parkway 

within the next 5 to 7 years, depending on funding availability.  Those actions 

identified as “priority program actions” will be analyzed to the project level in 

this document under CEQA as proposed projects. 

EXISTING USES 

The Integrated Plan retains all existing uses within the Parkway.  Existing 

permits and leases will be continued.  Significant changes in existing use 

patterns and/or facilities that are proposed are the following. 

 Relocation of the Officer Gene Simpson Dog Training Area to Perry’s 

Hill Recreation Area of the Parkway after the Perry’s Hill entrance 

road, parking and related support facilities have been implemented. 

 Relocation of sections the Coyote Creek Trail away from the creek 

between the Burnett Recreation Area and Coyote Ranch, and between 

mile 14.1 and Hellyer County Park once expansion has occurred. 

 Removal of the Parque de la Raza de Paz with group use opportunities 

transferred to Burnett, Perry’s Hill, and Monterey Highway Recreation 

Areas once equivalent facilities have been constructed in these 

locations and disc golf facilities are in place at Perry’s Hill. 

 Temporary Use of the Parque de la Raza de Paz for 9 holes of disc 

golf use between the months of April and October until a permanent 

disc golf course can be constructed at the Perry’s Hill . 
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The timeframe for these changes is dependent on funding opportunities 

and availability of other locations for access and use. 

RURAL RECREATION AND HISTORIC AREAS 

The Parks Department’s Strategic Plan created two new categories of park 

areas – Rural Recreation Areas and Historic Areas.  Rural Recreation Areas 

are generally in an undeveloped condition that either appears natural in 

character or is reclaimed to do so.  They provide potential opportunities for 

development of relatively moderate to high-impact public recreation or 

conversion to those uses in an already established Rural Recreation Area.  

Historic Areas are any district, site, or structure that possess elements of 

Countywide significance in history, archaeology, or culture.  With the exception 

of trails, all new public access improvements proposed in the Integrated Plan 

will be made within eight existing or newly designated Rural Recreation and 

Historic Areas located along the length of the Parkway. These are the 

following. 

 Live Oak/Toyon Group Use Areas. 

 Malaguerra Visitor Center, Ranger Office, and Staging Area. 

 Malaguerra Winery Historic Area. 

 Burnett Avenue Recreation Area. 

 Perry’s Hill Recreation Area. 

 Monterey Highway Recreation Area. 

 Coyote Ranch Historic Area. 

 Parque de la Raza de Paz/Disc Golf Area. 

Figures 2-4 through 2-11 sketch plans for these areas to illustrate the general 

pattern of improvements proposed within each of these Rural Recreation and 

Historic Areas.  With the exception of a portion of the Malaguerra Visitor 

Center, Ranger Office, and Staging area, all the Rural Recreation and Historic 

Areas are located outside of the limits of the Riparian Habitat Corridor. 

RIPARIAN HABITAT CORRIDOR SETBACKS 

The Integrated Plan identifies and establishes setback zones from Coyote 

Creek for Parkway use areas and facilities.  Setbacks are a key component of 

the Integrated Plan to assure that planned recreation development and public 



Meadow Use Area

Wetland / Riparian Infill and
Enhancement Areas

Existing Park Boundary

Roads

Trails

Entrance Kiosk

Shared Use Trail

Foot Trail

LEGEND

Edge of Riparian
Habitat Corridor

Restrooms

Group Picnic Area

Coyote Creek -
Generalized Low-Flow Channel

Coyote Creek Parkway County Park: Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan and Master Plan
SANTA CLARA COUNTY PARKS

Scale
0 100' 200'

North

Draft:7/12/06 © This drawing is conceptual and for planning purposes only.
Program information, scale, location of areas, and other
information shown are subject to field evaluation and
modification.

1 Acre

1/2

1/41/8

• Refurbish use areas
• Trail connection between use

areas with bridge crossings
of creek

• Controlled Creek access
points

• Creek canoe / kayak put-in /
take-out

• Trail to spillway overlook and
observation platform

Program

Existing Parking

Existing Parking

Interpretive
Overlooks (2)

Water Access

Water Access

Water Access

Water Access

COCHRANE ROAD

ST MARKS
AVENUE

Habitat Access Control
Fencing

Note: Day use and family picnic
facilities to be redistributed to
designated meadow use areas

New
Pedestrian
Bridge

New
Pedestrian
Bridge

TOYON
USE AREA

LIVE OAK
USE AREA

Spillway

FIGURE 2-4:
Live Oak and Toyon
Group Areas



Existing Bridge

Peet Road

Eagle View Drive

Chinook Court

Legend Court

Blue Lynx Court

Program
• Implement existing Ranger

Station Plans
• Realign trails to outside

edges of Riparian Habitat
Corridor

Total Parking: 20 Spaces with
Equestrian (3 Spaces)

Expansion Potential: Yes

FIGURE 2-5:
Visitor Center /
Park Office
Malaguerra Staging
Area
As reviewed by the Santa Clara
County Parks and Recreation
Commission: September 2004

SOURCE: ANDERSON PARK
FACILITY IMPROVEMENTS by
Anderson Brule Architects, 8/18/04

Peet Road
Orchard

FUTURE USE
AREA

CITY OF MORGAN
HILL: CITY LIMIT

Meadow Use Area

Wetland / Riparian Infill and
Enhancement Areas

Existing Park Boundary

Roads

Trails

Entrance Kiosk

Shared Use Trail

Foot Trail

LEGEND

Edge of Riparian
Habitat Corridor

Restrooms

Group Picnic Area

Coyote Creek -
Generalized Low-Flow Channel

Coyote Creek Parkway County Park: Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan and Master Plan
SANTA CLARA COUNTY PARKS

Scale
0 100' 200'

North

Draft:7/12/06 © This drawing is conceptual and for planning purposes only.
Program information, scale, location of areas, and other
information shown are subject to field evaluation and
modification.

1 Acre

1/2

1/41/8



Program

• Area staging (equestrian and
general)

• Family and group picnic
• Water and restrooms
• Multi-purpose active

recreation use area (use not
designated)

Burnett Avenue
Recreation Area

Total Parking:160 Spaces with
Equestrian Staging

Expansion Potential: Yes

Multiple Use Area

Riding and Hiking Trails

Regional Trail
R1-A
S5Regional Trail

C-24
HIGHWAY

101

Burnett
Ave

.

Vista Del Loma Ave. City of Morgan Hill

Bicycle Route

80
80

Equestrian
Staging

Note: trail route
location to be
determined based
on availability and
configuration of
Riparian Habitat
Corridor expansion
lands.

City
of Morgan

Hill

Bicy
cle

Route

Riding and Hiking Trail

FIGURE 2-6:

New 2-Lane
Multiple-
Use Bridge

Future
Use Area

Meadow Use Area

Wetland / Riparian Infill and
Enhancement Areas

Existing Park Boundary

Roads

Trails

Entrance Kiosk

Shared Use Trail

Foot Trail

LEGEND

Edge of Riparian
Habitat Corridor

Restrooms

Group Picnic Area

Coyote Creek -
Generalized Low-Flow Channel

Coyote Creek Parkway County Park: Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan and Master Plan
SANTA CLARA COUNTY PARKS

Scale
0 100' 200'

North

Draft:7/12/06 © This drawing is conceptual and for planning purposes only.
Program information, scale, location of areas, and other
information shown are subject to field evaluation and
modification.

1 Acre

1/2

1/41/8



Interpretive Point /
Learning Station

Vineyard
15 Acres

FIGURE 2-7:
Malaguerra Winery
Historic Area
Program
• Two-lane multiple use

bridge from Burnett Avenue
• Building: renovate structure
• Historic interpretive trail loop

(from Burnett Avenue and
Malaguerra Avenue area)

• Contract organic vineyard
(option)

Total Parking: 40 Spaces
Expansion Potential: Yes

40

Vista Point

Walnut
Rest Area

2-Lane
Multiple-
Use Bridge

Closed to
Public Access

Riding and Hiking Trails

Bur
ne

tt
Ave

.

Malaguerra
Winery

Existing Bridge

Interpretive Trail

Structures to
be removed

Habitat Access Control
Fencing

Structures to
be removed Meadow Use Area

Wetland / Riparian Infill and
Enhancement Areas

Existing Park Boundary

Roads

Trails

Entrance Kiosk

Shared Use Trail

Foot Trail

LEGEND

Edge of Riparian
Habitat Corridor

Restrooms

Group Picnic Area

Coyote Creek -
Generalized Low-Flow Channel

Coyote Creek Parkway County Park: Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan and Master Plan
SANTA CLARA COUNTY PARKS

Scale
0 100' 200'

North

Draft:7/12/06 © This drawing is conceptual and for planning purposes only.
Program information, scale, location of areas, and other
information shown are subject to field evaluation and
modification.

1 Acre

1/2

1/41/8



• New entrance road
• Regional staging area
• Family and group picnic
• Water and restrooms
• Coyote Creek Nature Center
• Interpretive trail loop(s) to /

through ponds and creek
• Retriever / dog training areas
• Potential regional swimming

area

Perry’s Hill
Recreation Area

Total Parking: 140 Spaces with
Equestrian Staging

Expansion Potential: Yes

Habitat Access Control
Fencing

FIGURE 2-8:

Wetland / Riparian Infill and
Enhancement Areas

Existing Park Boundary

Shared Use Trail

Edge of Riparian
Habitat Corridor

Coyote Creek -
Generalized Low-Flow Channel

Coyote Creek Parkway County Park: Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan and Master Plan
SANTA CLARA COUNTY PARKS

Scale
0 100' 200'

North

Draft:7/12/06 © This drawing is conceptual and for planning purposes only.
Program information, scale, location of areas, and other
information shown are subject to field evaluation and
modification.

1 Acre

1/2

1/41/8



• Area or regional staging
• Family and group picnic
• Water and restrooms
• Nature Center (alternate site)
• Interpretive trail loop

Program

Monterey Highway
Recreation Area

Total Parking: 140 Spaces
Expansion Potential: Yes

Interpretive Point /
Learning Station

FIGURE 2-9:

Approximate locations of VTA mitigation sites

Meadow Use Area

Wetland / Riparian Infill and
Enhancement Areas

Existing Park Boundary

Roads

Trails

Entrance Kiosk

Shared Use Trail

Foot Trail

LEGEND

Edge of Riparian
Habitat Corridor

Restrooms

Group Picnic Area

Coyote Creek -
Generalized Low-Flow Channel

Coyote Creek Parkway County Park: Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan and Master Plan
SANTA CLARA COUNTY PARKS

Scale
0 100' 200'

North

Draft:5/31/06 © This drawing is conceptual and for planning purposes only.
Program information, scale, location of areas, and other
information shown are subject to field evaluation and
modification.

1 Acre

1/2

1/41/8



40

Coyote Ranch
Historic Area

• Area staging (equestrian and
general)

• Water and restrooms

Program

Parking: 40 Cars with
Equestrian Staging

Expansion Potential: No

FIGURE 2-10:

Future: Relocate dog
training Lease Area
area to Perry’s Hill
Recreation Area

Existing trail
to be
eliminated

COYOTE RANCH

HIGHWAY 101

MONTEREY
HIGHWAY

COYOTE
RANCH

ROAD

Equestrian
Staging

Existing trail to be
eliminated

New Bridge Meadow Use Area

Wetland / Riparian Infill and
Enhancement Areas

Existing Park Boundary

Roads

Trails

Entrance Kiosk

Shared Use Trail

Foot Trail

LEGEND

Edge of Riparian
Habitat Corridor

Restrooms

Group Picnic Area

Coyote Creek -
Generalized Low-Flow Channel

Coyote Creek Parkway County Park: Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan and Master Plan
SANTA CLARA COUNTY PARKS

Scale
0 100' 200'

North

Draft:5/31/06 © This drawing is conceptual and for planning purposes only.
Program information, scale, location of areas, and other
information shown are subject to field evaluation and
modification.

1 Acre

1/2

1/41/8



• Continue disc golf at its
existing location

• Parque de la Raza de Paz
Step 1 (illustrated): remove the
upper restroom and parking
area; refurbish active use area;
initiate riparian restoration;
continue group uses on limited
basis
Step 2: remove remaining
facilities and complete riparian
restoration

Program

Disc Golf Area and
Parque De La Raza
De Paz

Note: trail route
location to be
determined based
on availability of
expansion lands.

HIG
HW

AY
101

HELLYER
AVENUE

HELLYER
PARK

COYOTE ROAD

Existing Disc
Golf Area

Existing trail
to be
removed

FIGURE 2-11:

Meadow Use Area

Wetland / Riparian Infill and
Enhancement Areas

Existing Park Boundary

Roads

Trails

Entrance Kiosk

Shared Use Trail

Foot Trail

LEGEND

Edge of Riparian
Habitat Corridor

Restrooms

Group Picnic Area

Coyote Creek -
Generalized Low-Flow Channel

Coyote Creek Parkway County Park: Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan and Master Plan
SANTA CLARA COUNTY PARKS

Scale
0 100' 200'

North

Draft:5/31/06 © This drawing is conceptual and for planning purposes only.
Program information, scale, location of areas, and other
information shown are subject to field evaluation and
modification.

1 Acre

1/2

1/41/8



DRAFT INITIAL STUDY 
Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan and Master Plan  

Coyote Creek Parkway County Park 

 
Draft, November 2006 Page 2-11 

 

use patterns protect the Coyote Creek stream environment and related habitat 

resources.  However, no single setback distance width is appropriate for all 

human-wildlife interactions, and all setbacks must be evaluated on specific 

conditions of individual sites within the Parkway.  An appropriate setback 

distance is dependent upon site-specific sensitivities to disturbance of the 

wildlife species present, the type of vegetation within the setback zone (e.g., 

tall vegetation that acts as a visual screen from human activity), and the 

intensity of the adjacent site development and human activity.  Table D-2 in 

Appendix D summarizes criteria and use guidelines for Riparian Habitat 

Corridor setbacks for typical recreation uses. 

VEGETATION ENHANCEMENT AND MAINTENANCE 

The landscape resources of use areas within the Parkway will be enhanced 

and managed over time based on the goals and objectives of the Natural 

Resources Management Plan component of the Integrated Plan, as 

summarized in Appendix C, Table C-1.  These vegetation enhancement and 

maintenance goals and directives will generally be focused in upland areas 

outside of the Riparian Habitat Corridor and the Resource Management Zones 

identified in the Natural Resource Management Plan.  The emphasis of these 

upland areas will be on maintaining grassland, chaparral, and oak woodland 

associations.  Exceptions to the use of native plants will occur only within 

designated historic areas around the Malaguerra Winery and Coyote Ranch.  

In these areas, landscapes that are consistent with the historic theme and 

period of the individual sites and are known to be not highly invasive will be 

permitted. 

TRAIL IMPROVEMENTS, MAINTENANCE, AND MANAGEMENT 

Figures D-1 through D-3 illustrate the existing Coyote Creek Trail and 

associated proposed access and public convenience facilities.  The general 

concept for the Coyote Creek Trail system is outlined in Appendix D, Tables D-

3 and D-4.  Table D-4 is keyed to the mileage markers shown in Figures D-1 

through D-3.  Table D-4 lists, by segment, recommended actions and priorities 

to improve the existing trail to allow for full multiple use of the alignment. 

A variety of conditions exist along the 15 miles of Coyote Creek within the 

Parkway that affects both trail location and design.  Generally, downstream 

from the Ogier Ponds, the existing Parkway trail alignment is significantly 
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constrained by its proximity to Coyote Creek, the width of the Parkway, and 

developed lands immediately adjacent to the Parkway boundary.  There is not 

adequate area, for example, for the creation of a separate equestrian trail. 

The Coyote Creek Trail is identified in the Santa Clara County Trails Master 

Plan Update as a multiple-use trail.  Portions of it also serve as the interim 

alignment of the Bay Area Ridge Trail.  To this end, equestrian use will be 

accommodated along the length of the Parkway.  Where a separate trail is not 

feasible, a widened equestrian shoulder will be developed. 

Parkway Trail Widths 
The existing Coyote Creek Trail is 10 feet wide from the Malaguerra Avenue 

staging area to the creek crossing downstream from the Ogier Ponds (near 

Palm Avenue).  From that point downstream to Hellyer Park the trail varies in 

width from 8 to 10 feet.  As the trail is rehabilitated, County guidelines for new 

paved multi-use trails are for an optimum 12-foot width with 2-foot-wide flush 

shoulders (6 feet for equestrian use) or clear space on each side of the trail.  

Trail Sections 1 through 4 present typical sections for new portions of the 

Coyote Creek Trail to be constructed within the Parkway.  Trail Section 5 

illustrates the relationship of the Coyote Creek Trail with the Riparian Habitat 

Corridor. 

Trail Setback Guidelines from Occupied Dwellings 
The Santa Clara County Trails Master Plan Update, an element of the County’s 

General Plan, identifies a series of mitigation measures for new trails within the 

County.  These include the following guideline and mitigation measure: 

Trails shall be sited as far away from occupied dwellings as practical.  Trails not 

within planned road rights-of-way within the County shall be set back from 

occupied dwellings a minimum distance in accordance with Table 2-1.  Where 

setbacks specified in Table 2-1 are not feasible, potential noise and privacy 

impacts must be evaluated and reduced by use of berms, fencing, landscaping 

and other feasible and compatible means, if necessary. 
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Table 2-1:  Trail Setbacks 

Land Use Category** 
Trail Setback from Occupied Dwelling*** 

(feet) 
Urban Service Areas 25 

Rural Residential 150 

Resource Conservation Areas  

Hillsides 150 

Agriculture 300 

Ranchlands 500 

** See Land Use Map, Santa Clara County General Plan. 
*** As measured from the edge of the trail tread. 

 

Trail Maintenance 
Maintenance of the Coyote Creek Trail will proceed as established in the 

previous Master Plan, with two exceptions, two paved sections of trail that 

have been constructed since 1991: 

 from near Burnett Avenue (see Figure D-1, mile 0.75) downstream to 

the low-flow creek crossing near Coyote Ranch (see Figure D-2, mile 

7.4), and 

 from north of Silver Creek Valley Boulevard (see Figure D-3, mile 12.6) 

downstream to the back of Litton Industries (see Figure D-3, mile 

13.9). 

The typical design for these trail sections included a 10-foot-wide paved path 

(composed of 2-inch asphalt with fog-seal over 4-inch compacted aggregate 

base rock) and 3-foot-wide shoulders (at maximum 2% slope).  In addition, the 

design incorporated a 3-foot-wide area clear of brush on the creek side of trail 

and 5-foot-wide clearance beyond the shoulder on the side of the trail away 

from the creek.  Over the years, the trail has not been fully maintained to these 

design standards. 

As a high priority, these segments should be maintained to the trail’s original 

design standard per the Parks Department’s original 1601 Lake and 

Streambed Alteration Agreement with the California Department of Fish and 

Game (CDFG).  If necessary, renewal of the Parks Department’s 1601 

Agreement in 2008 should reflect a return to these maintenance standards for 

all Coyote Creek trails.  This level of maintenance is necessary in order to 

assure safe shared use of the trail and to accommodate equestrian use of the 

trail shoulders. 
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Relationship of Coyote Creek Trail to Coyote Creek 
To achieve this balance, the Integrated Plan calls for modifications to current 

management practices, specifically replacement of low-flow crossings with 

equestrian-friendly bridges and relocations of sections of the Parkway trail(s) to 

avoid inundation during normal winter releases from Anderson Dam. 

All low-flow crossings will eventually be removed to enhance the habitat values 

of the creek channel.  New, equestrian-friendly bridges will be provided to 

enhance the continuity of the trail. 

There are two hydrologic thresholds that affect the location, use, and 

management of the Coyote Creek Trail as portrayed in the Integrated Plan:  

the normal winter release from Anderson Dam by the SCVWD and the 100-

year flood.  The Integrated Plan provides for changes to the trail to 

accommodate the normal winter release of approximately 600 cubic feet per 

second (cfs).  During these releases, low-flow crossings of Coyote Creek and 

some sections of the existing Parkway trail are inundated.  The Integrated Plan 

addresses relocation of sections of the Parkway trails away from the 600 cfs 

flow level or raising the trail so that its surface is not impacted from those flows.  

The most common trail segment to be closed is from Silver Creek Staging Area 

downstream to Hellyer Park.  The Integrated Plan therefore recommends 

Parkway expansion to accommodate a new trail alignment from approximately 

trail mile 14.1 (see Figure D-3) to Hellyer Park.  The long-term vision involves 

relocating the trail to the west of the Riparian Habitat Corridor between the 

Burnett Staging Area and the Coyote Ranch, consistently away from this low-

flow segment of the.   

The Integrated Plan does not entirely remove the Coyote Creek Trail from the 

100-year floodplain where the floodplain extends for a significant distance west 

to Monterey Highway. 

2.5 PRIORITY PROJECTS 
Planned actions proposed under the Integrated Plan are park and trail 

improvements, changes in existing use patterns and/or facilities, public access 

improvements, revegetation of the riparian habitat corridor, removal of invasive 

species, and riparian habitat corridor setbacks.  Priority Projects are specific 

actions involve activities such as: building pedestrian and multiple-use bridges, 

creating interpretive trails, remove buildings or structures, realigning, 
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expanding, eliminating, and developing trails, developing facilities such as 

nature centers, restrooms, parking areas, and picnic areas, and developing 

new access roads that can occur within the existing Parkway. Table D-1 and 

Figures 2-4 through 2-11 illustrate the priority projects described below: 

1. Toyon/Live Oak Use Areas—Rehabilitate existing day use areas to 

include a connecting trail, perimeter trails around use areas, habitat 

access control fencing, water access points, and one new pedestrian 

bridge to direct use away from the creek edge.   

2. Anderson Visitor Center/Office—Remove existing facilities at 
Malaguerra Staging Area and construct approximately 7,000–9,000 

total square feet of building space and 30,000 square feet of enclosed 

storage area, with utility connections to City of Morgan Hill water and 

sewer services. The existing general and equestrian staging will 

remain but will be slightly reduced in size. 

3. Malaguerra Winery and Fields—Remove existing unoccupied house 

and outbuildings not directly associated with the historic site. 

4. Coyote Ranch Staging Area—Construct a new trail parallel to the 

Coyote Ranch boundary fence to replace approximately 2,000 feet of 

the existing trail. 

5. Perry’s Hill Recreation Area—Construct a new access road from Golf 

Course Drive to the model airplane park, allowing for the future 

removal of the existing access road from Monterey Highway to the 

model airplane park, which includes a low-flow Creek crossing.  This 

project would also include a new access road, trail improvements, an 

entry kiosk, a new staging area for 40 cars near the park entrance, a 

new trail connector from the staging area to the Coyote Creek Trail, a 

disc golf course, and realignment of the Coyote Creek Trail to avoid 

crossing the new entry road. 

6. Model Airplane Park—Continue existing recreational use and 

construct a new restroom and septic system. 

7. Parque de la Raza de Paz—Initiate the first step in the long-term 

restoration of Parque de la Raza de Paz as a component of the 

Riparian Habitat Corridor.  This would involve eliminating the existing 

upper restroom and parking area of the Parque de la Raza de Paz.  

The existing lower area parking and restroom facilities would remain 
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available to serve group and disc golf use on a permit basis.  A 

perimeter trail and rail fence may be constructed to identify the 

boundary of the use area.  Outside the fence, a riparian enhancement 

program would be initiated to remove exotics and plant native species. 

8. Parkway Nature Center—Construct a new Nature Center, 

approximately 10,000 sf, with parking for 40 cars to support interpretive 

and educational exhibits.  Potential sites include the Perry’s Hill and 

Monterey Road Recreation Areas. 

9. Trail Bridges to Remove Low-Flow Crossings—Construct new 

equestrian-friendly general use bridges at approximately trail mile 6.7 

(approximately 250 feet long) and trail mile 7.3 (approximately 400 feet 

long). 

10. Improvements to Avoid Low-Flow Crossings and Prevent 
Equestrian Use of Drainages—Construct retaining wall where trail 

crosses beneath U.S. Highway 101 (US 101) at trail mile 1.4 to provide 

sufficient trail width for equestrian use.  Install culvert and related trail 

modifications at trail mile 12.9.  Replace or modify existing bridges with 

new equestrian-friendly general use bridges at approximately trail 

miles 4.1, 8.7, 10.4, and 10.8. 

11. Specific Trail Segment Improvements—Construct additional priority 

trail improvements throughout the Parkway, as detailed in Table 6 of 

the Preliminary Integrated Plan.  Specific improvements include 

widening portions of the trail to 12 feet to accommodate equestrian 

use; constructing new equestrian-friendly bridges in several locations; 

installing new signage; and additional minor trail improvements. 

2.6 ENVIRONMENTAL MEASURES 
Environmental measures are methods, measures, or practices that avoid, 

reduce, or minimize a project’s adverse effects on various environmental 

resources.  They can be applied before, during, or after construction of the 

project to reduce or eliminate potential environmental effects.  The following 

environmental measures would be implemented as part of the proposed 

project.  The Parks Department will ensure that these measures are included in 

bid specifications for construction activities that occur as part of the program or 

priority projects, as appropriate. 
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2.6.1 MEASURES TO MINIMIZE EFFECTS OF CONSTRUCTION-RELATED 
NOISE 

 The normal working day for any construction activities that occur will 

be between 7:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  Construction will not be allowed 

on Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays. 

 Construction equipment will have appropriate mufflers, intake 

silencers, and noise control features and will be properly maintained 

and equipped to meet state standards. 

 Vehicles and other gas- or diesel-powered equipment will be prohibited 

from unnecessary warming up, idling, and engine revving. 

 Stationary equipment (e.g., generators) will not be located adjacent to 

any existing residences unless enclosed in a noise-attenuating 

structure. 

2.6.2 EROSION CONTROL MEASURES TO PROTECT WATER QUALITY 

Subject to requirements of Section 402 of the federal Clean Water Act (CWA), 

and the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permitting 

process, all construction projects that disturb more than one acre of land are 

required to prepare and implement a stormwater pollution prevention plan 

(SWPPP).  However, the San Francisco Region of the California State Water 

Quality Control Board has lowered the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 

System (NPDES) threshold in Santa Clara County, under Order No. 01-119, to 

apply to all construction projects that disturb more than 5,000 square feet of 

land.  The construction footprint proposed under the Integrated Plan is large 

enough that a SWPPP is required.  No grading will be permitted on any project 

site until a grading plan and SWPPP have been reviewed by the County, in 

accordance with the Santa Clara County Grading Ordinance (C12·400–

C12·599). 

To minimize the mobilization of sediment to Coyote Creek and other water 

bodies, the following erosion- and sediment-control measures will be included 

in the SWPPP to be included in the construction specifications, based on 

standard County measures and standard dust-reduction measures. 

 Cover or apply nontoxic soil stabilizers to inactive construction areas 

(previously graded areas inactive for 10 days or more) that could 

contribute sediment to waterways. 
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 Enclose and cover exposed stockpiles of dirt or other loose, granular 

construction materials that could contribute sediment to waterways. 

 Contain soil and filter runoff from disturbed areas by berms, vegetated 

filters, silt fencing, straw wattles, plastic sheeting, catch basins, or 

other means necessary to prevent the escape of sediment from the 

disturbed area. 

 Prohibit the placement of earth or organic material where it may be 

directly carried into a stream, swale, ditch, marsh, pond, or body of 

standing water. 

 Prohibit the following types of materials from being rinsed or washed 

into streets, shoulder areas, or ditches:  concrete, solvents and 

adhesives, fuels, dirt, gasoline, asphalt, and concrete saw slurry. 

 Conduct dewatering activities according to the provisions of the 

SWPPP.  Prohibit placement of dewatered materials in local water 

bodies or in storm drains leading to such bodies without 

implementation of proper construction water quality control measures. 

The Parks Department and/or its contractors will implement a monitoring 

program to verify effectiveness of the best management practices implemented 

as part of the SWPPP.  The monitoring program will begin at the outset of 

construction activities and terminate upon completion of the project. 

As part of obtaining coverage under the NPDES General Construction Permit, 

the Parks Department and/or its contractor(s) will also develop and implement 

a spill prevention and control plan to minimize the potential for, and effects 

from, spills of hazardous, toxic, or petroleum substances during construction of 

the project.  The plan will be completed before any construction activities 

begin.  The plan will require that hazardous and potentially hazardous 

substances stored on-site be kept in securely closed containers located away 

from drainage courses, storm drains, and areas where stormwater is allowed to 

infiltrate.  It will also stipulate procedures, such as the use of spill containment 

pans, to minimize hazard during on-site fueling and servicing of construction 

equipment.  If a spill were reportable, the contractor’s superintendent will notify 

the Santa Clara County Environmental Health Department and the California 

Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC). 
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If during construction, an appreciable spill has occurred and results determine 

that project activities have adversely affected groundwater quality, a detailed 

analysis will be performed by a Registered Environmental Assessor to identify 

the likely cause of contamination.  This analysis will conform to American 

Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) standards, and will include 

recommendations for reducing or eliminating the source or mechanisms of 

contamination.  Based on this analysis, the Parks Department and/or its 

contractors will select and implement measures to control contamination, with 

a performance standard that groundwater quality must be returned to baseline 

conditions.  These measures will be subject to approval by the County. 

Construction of projects administered by the Parks Department will be 

monitored by Parks Department personnel to ensure that contractors are 

adhering to all provisions for the protection of water quality.  In addition, the 

Parks Department will shut down construction sites in the event of 

noncompliance. 

2.6.3  DUST-CONTROL MEASURES TO PROTECT AIR QUALITY 

To control dust emissions generated during construction of the proposed 

Parkway facilities, the following Bay Area Air Quality Management District 

(BAAQMD) basic and enhanced control measures for construction emissions 

of particulate matter 10 microns in diameter or less (PM10) must be 

implemented. 

 Water all active construction areas at least twice daily. 

 Cover all trucks hauling soil, sand, and other loose materials, or 

require all trucks to maintain at least 2 feet of freeboard. 

 Apply water three times daily, or apply nontoxic soil stabilizers on all 

unpaved access roads, parking areas, and staging areas at 

construction sites. 

 Hydroseed or apply nontoxic soil stabilizers to inactive construction 

areas (i.e., previously graded areas inactive for 10 days or more). 

 Enclose, cover, water twice daily, or apply nontoxic soil binders to 

exposed stockpiles (e.g., dirt and sand). 

 Limit traffic speeds on unpaved roads to 15 miles per hour (mph). 



DRAFT INITIAL STUDY 
Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan and Master Plan  

Coyote Creek Parkway County Park 

 
Draft, November 2006 Page 2-20 

 

2.6.4 SEWAGE CONTROL MEASURES TO PROTECT WATER QUALITY 

Best management practices (BMPs) will be chosen from the California 

Department of Transportation (Caltrans) Storm Water Management Handbook 

(Caltrans 2006) for specific site conditions, time of construction, and type of 

construction and will include but not be limited to erosion and applicable 

sediment control BMPs, non-stormwater management BMPs, waste 

management and materials pollution control BMPs, and tracking control BMPs 

as appropriate to ensure contaminants from the construction site do not impact 

water quality.  

2.7 REQUIRED APPROVALS AND PERMITS 
As the CEQA lead agency for the project, the County will determine whether 

the IS/MND and Mitigation and Monitoring Plan will be adopted and whether 

the proposed project will be approved by a vote of the Santa Clara County 

Board of Supervisors.  The agencies from which permits may be required to 

implement the Integrated Plan and Priority Projects are listed in Table 2-2. 
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Table 2-2:  Permitting and Review Agencies 

Responsible Agencies Permit Authority 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) Regulatory authority over all jurisdictional wetlands, navigable waters, and 

other Waters of the United States under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act 
and Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act.  

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Dual regulatory authority of Section 404 with the COE. 

San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality 
Control Board (RWQCB) 

Authority to regulate projects that could affect water quality through Section 
401(A)(1) of the Clean Water Act: Water Quality Certification and a National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit for storm water 
discharge. 

California Department of Fish & Game 
(CDFG)  

If stream alternations are anticipated, a 1601 permit must be secured from the 
Department. 
Address State Endangered Species Act requirements and protection 
measures for other special-status species.  

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Consultation is required as part of the Section 404 permitting process to 
include a biological opinion and incidental take permits, if required, for species 
listed as Threatened and Endangered under the federal Endangered Species 
Act.  

National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) Consultation is required as part of the Section 404 permitting process to 
address protection measures for anadromous fish, marine fish, and marine 
mammals, including Endangered Species Act requirements for federally-listed 
species. 

California Department of Toxic Substances 
Control (DTSC) 

Approval and oversight of hazardous material remediation if required. 

California Department of Transportation 
(Caltrans) 

Approval of plans and encroachment permits for projects within the State 
right-of-way. 

City of San Jose Grading permits or "Notice of Exemption" may need to be obtained from the 
City of San Jose Department of Public Works for earthwork associated with 
new structures or facilities. 
Encroachment Permits may need to be obtained for all construction work 
along or across City roads.  
Building permits may need to be obtained for construction of new structures 
or facilities. 

City of Morgan Hill Grading permits or may need to be obtained from the City of San Jose 
Department of Public Works for earthwork associated with new structures or 
facilities. 
Encroachment Permits may need to be obtained for all construction work 
along or across City roads. 
Building permits may need to be obtained for construction of new structures 
or facilities. 

Santa Clara Valley Water District Permits are required for any work to be undertaken within 50’ of a 
watercourse in Santa Clara County under District Ordinance 83-2, and District 
Ordinance 90-1 

 

2.8 PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 
The Parks Department will publish a Notice of Intent (NOI) to adopt the 

IS/MND pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Section 15072 and will circulate 

the IS/MND for a 30-day public and agency review pursuant to CEQA 

Guidelines Section 15105(b).  After the close of the review period, public and 

agency comments will be evaluated to determine whether they raise any 

issues that would require substantial revisions and recirculation of the IS/MND. 




