
Coyote Lake – Harvey Bear Ranch County Park Master Plan  
Task Force Meeting #3 • July 10, 2001 

Meeting Notes 
 

Task Force Members Present: 
Brent Bear; Alicia Borowski; Frank Croft; Mary Lou Fitzpatrick; Bill Konle; Michael Patterson; Kathy Rairden; 
Doug Reynaud; Carla Ruigh; Fadi Saba; Richard Von Bargen; Jan Webb 
 
Task Force Members Absent: Brian Seifert 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
  
It was noted that the Master Plan should address connections to the Bay Area Ridge Trail, especially from the 
Valley Floor to the Bear Property. Bob Power is the Bay Area Ridge Trail Representative for the East and South 
Bay. 
 
REVIEW PREVIOUS MEETING NOTES 
 
There were no corrections to the previous meeting notes. 
 
INTRODUCTION OF ENVIRONMENTAL AND NATURAL RESOURCE CONSULTANTS 
 
Lee Steinmetz introduced the representatives of Rana Creek Habitat Restoration, Environmental Science Associates 
(ESA) and Albion Environmental Inc. 
 
Paul Kephart of Rana Creek Habitat Restoration spoke about their baseline analysis and data collection process. He 
introduced Ryan Heacock who is their GIS specialist. Ryan had prepared some preliminary natural resource data 
maps that he used to demonstrate GIS. GIS links resource data with geographic data for visual representation. 
Overlays of data layers are used to identify site opportunity and constraints. It was noted that all maps will be 
revised and expanded in the future as field verification is completed. 
 
Chris Rodgers was introduced as the project manager for ESA. Chris briefly outlined how ESA will use the Rana 
Creek Habitat Restoration summary report, task force input and master plan to generate an EIR. 
 
Albion Environmental,  Inc. was represented by Jennifer M. Farquhar, Archaeologist, and Clinton Blount, Principal 
and Anthropologist. Jennifer spoke about their cultural resource assessment process and provided a handout to all 
task force members, which further explains their services. She asked all present to please come forward with any 
information that might be relevant or helpful to their research process. Albion will pay particular attention to 
Native American involvement. 
 
It was noted that there may be good Native American contacts from the Adams-Chitactac County Park project. 
 
PROGRESS REVIEW OF NATURAL RESOURCE DATA 
 
Ryan Heacock presented the natural resource data collected to date. It was noted that serpentine soils will be 
included in the inventory. 
 
REVIEW DRAFT PROJECT GOALS 
 
The Draft Project Goals were reviewed. While the goals were generally accepted with some minor revisions (as 
noted below), there was considerable discussion about adding a goal to encourage interim use of the park while 
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the Master Plan is being prepared. Task Force member Ruigh had sent comments on the goals by email, but these 
had not been documented. 
Actions: Lee will add a sub-goal to Goal 5, as noted below: 
 “Strive to open portions of the park for public use as soon as possible, consistent with other goals and CEQA 

requirements.” 
 
 County staff and consultants will meet to discuss the potential to open the park on an interim 

basis, and if this is not possible, other strategies to allow public access as soon as possible. This 
information will be brought back to the Task Force at its next meeting. 

 
 Other revisions to the goals: Change goal 4 to read: “Preserve and enhance the natural, ranchland 

character of the park.” 
 
 County staff will follow up with Task Force member Ruigh to make sure her comments are 

received and considered. 
 
PLANNING PROGRAM DISCUSSION 
 
Using the program elements provided in the agenda package as a base, Task Force members reviewed some of the 
potential program elements for the Master Plan. These were divided into two categories: items that should be 
included in all the alternatives, and items that may be included in only some of the alternatives. 
 
Trails: Consider horse-drawn vehicles (carts) for some of the alternatives. The program requirements for 

this were not clear and will be researched further. 
 
 In considering the difficulty level for different trails, some beginning trails should be provided 

with no more than a 10% grade. Also consider some one-way loop trails. Beginning trails should 
be located close to the staging areas. 

 
 Not all trails need to be interpretive trails. Add “Selected interpretive trails…” 
 
 Under trail support facilities, add “emergency access.” It was noted that there is a Search and 

Rescue team in Santa Clara County. 
 
 For trail linkages, consider the Bay Area Ridge Trail and the Anza Historic Trail. Also consider 

potential linkages between Coyote and Anderson Reservoirs. 
 
Staging Areas: Roop Road is steep with hairpin curves that are difficult for trailers and buses. Consider access off 

of Foothill (northeast corner). Also consider shuttle van use vs. buses. Shuttles could connect to 
other mass transit stops, such as CalTrain. 

 
 Provide water troughs, hose and hose bib at equestrian staging areas. (It was noted that the hose 

may cause erosion problems.) 
 
 Consider horse and bicycle trails on adjacent roads so that not everyone has to access the park by a 

motor vehicle. 
 
 Provide neighborhood access points to trails, such as at the end of Church. These access points 

could be gates with no parking. (This may cause a problem with neighborhood parking as others 
may try to use these access points.)  
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Lakefront  Add “Improved pedestrian/bicycle access along the lake.”  
Uses:  
 Also consider whether equestrian use of the lake edge may be permitted. 
 
 
Camping: Consider group camping areas that are appropriate for youth/scout groups. 

 
Consider a small paddock with hay and water for remote camping areas, similar to Clarks Camp 
out of Sonora. 

 
Equestrian  the scope and size of the equestrian center could vary in the alternatives. 
Center: 
 Consider a commercial stable operation that would be for guided park tours. Training clinics could 

also be provided. 
 

A commercial boarding facility would conflict with private boarding facilities in the area. 
  
 Consider an arena that could be used for equestrian and other events. 
 
Other Program Consider paragliding and hang gliding as potential uses in some of the alternatives. 
Elements: 
 
The remaining program items will be discussed at the next Task Force meeting. The program document will be 
revised after all items are discussed. 
 
 
RESEARCH TOPIC UPDATE AND PROGRESS REPORT 
 
Presentations by Task Force members will be made at the next Task Force meeting on the following topics:  
“History and needs of 4H/FFA in Santa Clara County” (Kathy Rairden) 
“State of the art conservation techniques and best management practices for golf courses” (Bill Konle) 
 
SITE TOUR COMMENTS 
 
Task Force Members commented on how much they valued the site tour and expressed their appreciation to Brent 
Bear for his leading the tour.  Another site tour will most likely be held sometime in the fall. 
 
 
SCHEDULE UPDATE 
 
Elish Ryan provided an updated project schedule, which was distributed to all members.  
 
Next Meeting: Tuesday August 14, 6:30 p.m., Gilroy Senior Center 
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