
Coyote Lake – Harvey Bear Ranch County Park Master Plan  
Task Force Meeting #4 • August 14, 2001 

Meeting Notes 
 

Task Force Members Present: 
Brent Bear; Alicia Borowski; Mary Lou Fitzpatrick; Bill Konle; Michael Patterson; Kathy Rairden; Doug Reynaud; 
Carla Ruigh; Brian Seifert; Richard Von Bargen; Jan Webb 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
There were no public comments on items not on the agenda. 
 
REVIEW PREVIOUS MEETING NOTES 
 
There were no corrections to the previous meeting notes. Brian Seifert mentioned a concern about gated access 
from adjacent residential neighborhoods and the associated difficulty of controlling parking. 
 
It was noted that the previous minutes acknowledged the potential addition of hang gliding/paragliding to the 
master plan program. Upon further discussion, proponents of hang gliding/paragliding hope to be able to launch 
from the Palassou Ridge property and land on the Coyote Lake property, perhaps in the flat area near the 
campground. Only experienced hang gliders/paragliders would be permitted to fly in this area, so the landing 
area would need to be approximately 100’ diameter. An access road would be needed to both the launch and 
landing sites.  It should be noted that the Palassou property is not included in the master plan as it is owned by the 
Santa Clara County Open Space Authority, not Santa Clara County Parks.  
 
REVIEW STRATEGIES FOR EXPEDITING PUBLIC PARK USE 
 
After reviewing the request of the Task Force to open up portions of the park to interim use, County Parks staff 
determined that this would not be possible due to California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requirements for 
full environmental review. Our environmental review consultant, Chris Rogers of ESA provided a thorough 
technical explanation of the County’s obligations.  This CEQA review will be undertaken as a part of the master 
plan process. It was recommended that the Task Force endorse a strategy to develop a “Phase One” plan that 
County Parks could implement very quickly once a Master Plan is approved.  While a motion was presented to 
formally request interim use of the Park, this motion was withdrawn following further discussion of the proposed 
schedule and the desire to keep the planning process moving forward. 
 
The presented project schedule will be refined to further explain which months have two meetings (Task Force and 
either PRC or community meeting) and which months do not include a separate Task Force meeting. It was noted 
that several factors could cause a delay in the schedule, including if the Task Force feels they need more time to 
deliberate on an issue before making a recommendation.  Some members of the Task Force were concerned that a 
rushed schedule could result in insufficient time to fully deliberate on significant issues.  It was decided that Lee 
and County staff would inform the Task Force of any actions that may potentially cause delays to the schedule and 
discuss the options with the group. This will give the Task Force the ability to balance the intent to keep the 
process moving forward on schedule with the desire to produce a high-quality, well thought-out master plan.  
 
RESEARCH PROJECT PRESENTATION 
 
Bill Konle gave a presentation on the Golf Course Feasibility Study that had been previously prepared by the 
County. The study discussed market demand for golf courses in Santa Clara County, potential golf course layout, 
alternative management structures, and potential for revenue generation. Bill mentioned that the golf course as 
outlined in the feasibility study would be a 27-hole course and would involve less than 10% of the total park 
acreage. It was also noted that this 10% includes most of the available flat land except for the area to the south of 
the existing barn structure.   However, it should be noted that currently there are no 27 hole public courses in the 
county. 
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Bill also mentioned that Audubon International has a certification program for golf courses, and if a golf course is 
included in the master plan, it could be designed to these specifications.  
 
Task Force members who wanted copies of the feasibility study were requested to leave their name with 
Antoinette after the meeting and copies would be made available. 
 
Comments from the Task Force included the following: 
There was a concern that the previous feasibility study did not address potential environmental impacts of a golf 
course, such as traffic and parking.  Lee Steinmetz indicated that these concerns would be addressed as part of the 
master plan environmental review process if a golf course is included in the master plan program. 
 
There was also discussion as to whether the golf course would be compatible with the “ranchland” theme for the 
Park.  
 
Some Task Force members were concerned that the golf course took up too much of the flat land space of the park. 
There was a suggestion to look at other potential uses that may be of benefit to the community, and can only be 
located on flat land such as active sports fields.  
 
Another suggestion was to consider other locations on the property for a golf course, such as off Roop Road. 
 
PLANNING PROGRAM DISCUSSION 
 
The planning program discussion was continued from the previous meeting. The discussion focused on program 
elements that may be included in some of the alternatives: 
 
 
4H Area: This would be an area for animal exhibits and training. It would need approximately 25 acres and 

would include an arena, animal showing areas, and support facilities. Prusch Park was listed as an 
example. There may also be an example in the East Bay Regional Parks. 

 
Golf Course: A variable could include the number of holes. 
 
  There was general support for the Audubon certification concept 
 
 The golf course evaluation should include a “user day” evaluation of number of users served vs. 

required acreage, compared to other potential uses. 
 
 The golf course financial evaluation should include the land value.  
 
Expanded 
Equestrian 
Center: All of the alternatives will include a base level of equestrian facilities. Some alternatives may 

explore an expanded equestrian facility. This could include a concession-operated stable (for rentals 
and/or for boarding), and expanded arenas.  

  
 There may be a need in the County for expanded equestrian stables if the equestrian center at 

Calero is closed. 
 
 
Conference 
Center: Corporate/Group Conference Center to include kitchen/catering facility.  
 This could be designed within the “ranchland” theme. 
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Additional 
Lakefront 
Uses: There may be storage issues related to a marina. (Boats permanently stored in water and the 

potential for fuel leaks, etc.) Loch Lomand Lake in Santa Cruz County and Shoreline Park in 
Mountain View both have marinas. Loch Lomand has rowboats and powerboats with electric 
motors only. 

 
 Equestrian trails should not be placed near the lake or in a manner that would entice horses to 

approach the water due to water quality issues. Consider buffer zones between equestrian trails 
and the lake. Limit trails immediately adjacent to the lake to biking and hiking/walking. Consider 
watering troughs that are separated from the lake for horses. 

 
Amphitheater: 
 The amphitheater would be located in a natural site. It would be used for evening campfire 

programs so it would need to be within walking distance of the campgrounds. Electricity (for slide 
projectors and other presentations) and restrooms may be needed. 

 
Additional  
Program Ideas: 
  Consider grouping agricultural uses: such as vocational agriculture and 4H uses.  
 
 Consider ways to control wild pigs, including the possibility of pig hunting. (Hunting is currently 

not permitted on County Parks as a general policy.) 
 
PROGRESS REVIEW OF NATURAL RESOURCE DATA 
 
Natural Resource data collection and mapping continues by Rana Creek Habitat Restoration. More information 
will be provided at the September Task Force meeting. 
 
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING REPORT 
 
Meeting notes from the recent Technical Advisory Committee Meeting were included in the agenda package. Task 
Force members were encouraged to review these notes.  
 
 

Next Meeting: NEW DAY! 
Thursday September 13, 6:30 p.m., Gilroy Senior Center, Gilroy. 
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