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The following describes the draft alternatives for Martial Cottle Park developed by the DC&E team.  
These alternatives are depicted in the graphics and matrix as Alternatives A, B and C.  The alternatives 
combine various concepts from the Program Document for Martial Cottle Park, and explore three ways to 
combine different concepts for the Park Master Plan. This summary outlines the key major themes and 
concepts that distinguish the alternatives from one another.  Information about the sizes, quantities and 
other details for the uses found in the alternatives are listed in the Alternatives Matrix.  It is important to 
note that program elements, location of features and uses, scale, and other information depicted in the 
alternatives and discussed below are subject to modification as a Preferred Plan is identified.  Williamson 
Act contract requirements affecting the Park will affect the phasing of all future program elements. 
   
 
Alternative A 
 
Alternative A emphasizes recreational elements concentrated along a main road that runs east-west 
through the park.  This central recreational core divides the agriculture into two separate areas, to the 
north and south.  A smaller percentage of the park acreage is dedicated to production agriculture 
compared to the other two alternatives. 
 
The main vehicular entrance is on Snell Avenue.  A produce stand, selling produce and some prepared 
foods, is located just past the main entry but just before the entry kiosk.  Once past the kiosk, the main 
road curves to draw visitors into the park.  An off-leash dog park, a variety of picnic areas, and 
community gardens, all with dedicated parking areas, are located along the main road.  The road 
terminates at a lake connected to an enhanced portion of the Canoas Creek channel.  The lake, which 
doesn’t allow fishing, serves as a backdrop for the visitor complex uses, as well as for the large pavilion 
which is available for both outdoor and indoor events.  This pavilion is the largest meeting or event venue 
at the park, serving groups of up to 400 people.  The visitor-serving complex contains offices, a visitor 
center, a small retail shop, offices, classrooms and restrooms.  A large grassy park area with numerous 
picnic areas of varying sizes, and a network of trails, are located around the lake.  Recreational amenities 
include a par course, bocce courts and horseshoe pits.  This alternative includes a temporary residence for 
a park caretaker. 
 
A meandering path serves as both a multi-use trail and sidewalk along both Snell Avenue and Branham 
Lane, and is located outside the park fence.  This trail runs along the perimeter of the park, and connects 
to the VTA station via a pedestrian bridge over the Canoas Creek channel near the station.  A total of 
twelve pedestrian access points connect the surrounding neighborhoods to the park.  One of these 
connections is a trail under Blossom Hill Road, connecting to an undeveloped piece of property to the



 

south owned by the Donor, and over which a trail easement has been given to the County.  Buffers are 
characterized by more natural plantings, and are a minimum of 75’ in width. 
 
Approximately ten acres of the project site are dedicated to a cooperative partner for demonstration 
gardens and youth agriculture (such as the 4-H and Future Farmers of America).  Ten acres of the project 
site would also be used for research through a cooperative partner or local community college.  In this 
alternative, equestrian activities are run through a concessionaire, and include a small arena, a barn for up 
to 30 horses, and parking for 20 horse trailers.  On-site production agriculture would consist of 
approximately 150 acres farmed by a single commercial farmer who would lease from the County.   
 
 
Alternative B 
 
Alternative B contains a more formal, concentrated park area at the northeast corner of the Martial Cottle 
site, leaving the remainder of the park for agricultural and educational uses.  The alternative focuses on 
high-end agricultural production, value-added activities and environmental and agricultural education.   
 
The main vehicular access is via Branham Lane, at the signalized intersection across from the existing 
shopping center.  An expanded produce stand and farmers’ market with a shared parking lot is located 
immediately after the entrance, prior to passing the entry kiosk.  The expanded produce stand and 
farmers’ market sell a variety of produce from the agricultural activities.  Value-added foods can be 
prepared on-site using the cold storage and food packaging facilities. 
 
A large, grassy park area is adjacent to the visitor center, and provides a number of opportunities to view 
the agricultural land and operations nearby.  Upon passing the entry kiosk, all visitors are directed to a 
large, main parking area located near Snell Road.  Also included along Snell Avenue are a corporation 
yard and an overflow parking area.  Visitors can then access the visitor center complex, which contains a 
large multi-use hall for up to 350 people, an interpretive center, classrooms, restrooms, a small shop and a 
high-end café.  The upstairs of the main building houses offices for all park operations as well as for 
cooperative partners and the main agricultural lessor, who would also administer agricultural education 
programs.  Located within the park visitor area is an off-leash dog park facility that would be accessible 
during the park hours from the main park entrance. In the southwestern portion of the park, a seasonal 
wetland is available for special group and educational uses.  A trail runs along the northern side of an 
unmodified Canoas Creek channel.  Approximately 15 picnic areas are located in the park, with the 
majority located adjacent to the visitor center, and a few located near the seasonal wetland.  
 
A multi-use trail runs along the inside of the park fence along both Snell and Branham Lane.  This trail 
runs around the perimeter of the park, and connects to the VTA station via a pedestrian bridge over the 
Canoas Creek channel near the neighborhood entry to the station.  Four other pedestrian access points 
connect the surrounding neighborhoods to the park.  Buffers are approximately 50’ in width and are 
characterized by more formal, orchard plantings. 
 
Approximately 30 acres of the project site are dedicated for use by a cooperative partner, and would 
operate demonstration gardens, youth agriculture and research plots.  Equestrian activities are operated 
through this community partner, and include a small arena, a round pen/ring, a barn for up to 30 horses, 
and parking for 20 horse trailers.   
 
Production agriculture is accomplished through a master lessor who is responsible for leases with a 
moderate number of lessees ranging from small, 1-2 acre plots to larger plots of 20, 30 and 40 acres.  
Emphasis is on a high variety of agricultural crops, and the marketing of these crops and related products 
through then produce stand, farmer’s market and café. 
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Internal circulation is via pedestrian trails in the visitor complex area, and access to other areas of the park 
is primarily through guided tours, beginning and ending at the visitor center.  The tour makes a loop 
through agricultural areas, with stops at various outdoor classroom locations providing environmental and 
agricultural education opportunities, including the specialty crop farming along the southern edge of the 
park, the seasonal wetland feature, animal husbandry and other youth programs run by the cooperative 
partner, and the produce stand. 
 
 
Alternative C 
 
Alternative C emphasizes a concentrated park area on Chynoweth Avenue, and has more equestrian and 
historical agricultural theme.  A large lake is located directly at the end of the main entry road, and 
agriculture surrounds this centrally located recreation area.   
 
The main vehicular entrance to the park is directly across from Duesenberg Drive.  The produce stand is 
located just inside the park, with a small parking lot.  Just past the entry kiosk, views emphasize the barns 
and equestrian features of the park.  A larger arena and barn are located just past the kiosk, and a large 
lake, where fishing is allowed, is located directly at the end of the main entry road.  To the left, a large 
parking area provides access to the lake and park areas, and a second large parking lot is located adjacent 
to the visitor center.  The visitor center complex contains a large multi-use hall for up to 350 people, an 
interpretive center, a small shop and offices.  Approximately 15 small and large group picnic areas 
(maximum 8-150 people) are located around the lake and park area.  This alternative includes a 
permanent residence for a park caretaker. 
 
A multi-use trail runs along the inside of the park fence along both Snell Avenue and Branham Lane.  
This trail runs around the perimeter of the park, and connects to the VTA station via a pedestrian bridge 
over the Canoas Creek channel near the neighborhood entry to the station.  A total of seven pedestrian 
access points connect the surrounding neighborhoods to the park.  Internal trails are located in the visitor 
complex area, and access to other areas of the park is limited to the perimeter trail.  Buffers alternate 
between formal plantings and more natural plantings. 
 
In this alternative, the equestrian center would be a larger facility than in Alternatives A and B, and would 
be primarily for day use.  It would include boarding and rentals for a limited number of horses, operated 
through a concessionaire.  
 
Production agriculture is accomplished through a master lessor who is responsible for leases with a larger 
number of lessees ranging from small, one- and two- acre plots to larger plots of six, 35 and 50 acres.  
This alternative does not assume the presence of a cooperative partner, and agricultural education is led 
through County Parks as well as a non-profit group who may also serve as the master lessor.  Research 
would be conducted through partnerships with local community colleges or universities. 


