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Martial Cottle Park Master Plan 
A collaborative planning project between  

California State Parks and  
Santa Clara County Parks & Recreation Department 

 

 

 
 
 

SUMMARY OF PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED 
for Martial Cottle Park Master Plan Project 

(as of October 10, 2008) 
 
 
No. Date E-mail Submitted by: Comments related to: 

1 8/17/08 Mark & Linda Keirstead, One Step 
Closer Therapeutic Riding 

Equestrian center for Martial 
Cottle Park 

2 9/28/08 Mona Dawn Project inquiry 

3 9/30/08 Dianne Lagana, resident of Colony 
Green Condominiums 

Chynoweth Avenue 

4 9/30/08 Mary Eaton, resident of Colony 
Green Condominiums 

Traffic along Chynoweth 
Avenue, dog park at Martial 
Cottle Park 

5 10/1/08 Lynn Buck, resident Dog park 

 
 
Attachment:  Submitted e-mail comments 



Mark, Jane 

From: Mark & Landa Keirstead [one.step.closer@sbcglobal.net]

Sent: Sunday, August 17, 2008 10:35 AM

To: Mark, Jane

Subject: Re: Public Notice RE: Martial Cottle Park Master Plan Project Update at 8/12/08 Santa Clara 
County Board of Supervisors Meeting 
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8/18/2008

Dear Jane, 
  
Thank you for including us in the meeting notice.  We were unable to attend due to work schedules and 
therapeutic riding lessons.  I've been meaning to catch up with you to discuss the ideas and plans for the 
equestrian center at the Martial Cottle Park facility.     
  
As you know, we are exploring options for developing a permanent home for One Step Closer 
Therapeutic Riding.  The growth and success of One Step Closer has far exceeded expectations.  We 
currently have 30 riders enrolled and 40 on a waiting list.  Our vision is to develop a 
therapeutic equestrian center that will enable us to 
- serve 75 - 100 riders per week in therapeutic equestrian activities with a full-time staff that includes 
NARHA certified riding instructors and staff therapists, 
- conduct a Horses for Heroes program serving the needs of disabled American veterans, 
- board 15 therapeutic equines, 
- host Special Olympic equestrian events, 
- partner with other non-profit organizations working with people with disabilities, 
- provide respite for families of children with disabilities. 
  
A 15 acre parcel would provide the space to develop this premier therapeutic equestrian facility that 
would make the city of San Jose and county of Santa Clara proud.   As a 501c3 non-profit organization, 
we would pursue grants and donations to fund the construction of the buildings. 
  
I would appreciate your feedback to know if this is feasible for the Martial Cottle Park master plan.  I 
will be traveling on business this week, so if it is best for us to talk by phone just let me know the best 
time to reach you and I can call you. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Mark Keirstead 
Executive Director 
One Step Closer Therapeutic Riding 
www.osctr.org 
cell: 408-828-4923 
  
  
 
 
"Mark, Jane" <Jane.Mark@PRK.SCCGOV.ORG> wrote: 

RE:     County of Santa Clara 
Board of Supervisors Meeting 



            Tuesday, August 12, 2008 
            Afternoon Session – Agenda Item #67 
            County Government Center – Board of Supervisors’ Chambers 
            70 West Hedding Street, First Floor 
            San Jose, CA 95110 
  
SUBJECT:     Presentation of Status Report on the Martial Cottle Park Master Plan 
Project to the Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors 
  
Dear Interested Citizen / Agency Representative: 
  
You are invited to attend the August 12, 2008 meeting of the Santa Clara County Board of 
Supervisors.  At this public meeting, the Parks Department will present to the Board a status 
report and next steps regarding the Martial Cottle Park Master Plan project. Members of the 
public will have an opportunity to speak related to this agenda item.   
  
A copy of the August 12th Board meeting agenda and staff report is available for downloading 
from www.sccgov.org under “Board Agendas.”  Additional project information and presentation 
materials will be posted and available on the County Parks Department’s web-site at 
www.parkhere.org.  If you have any questions regarding the Martial Cottle Park Master Plan 
project, please call (408) 355-2237, or e-mail Jane.Mark@prk.sccgov.org. 
 
We look forward to seeing you at the Board meeting. 
  
Regards, 
Jane Mark 
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Mark, Jane 

From: Mona Dawn [Monadawn@comcast.net]

Sent: Sunday, September 28, 2008 1:34 AM

To: Mark, Jane

Subject: Proposed park in San Jose, Branham, Snell, Chenyweth
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10/9/2008

Can you please update me on the proposed park which is now a farm in San Jose…located off Snell, 
between Branham Lane and Chenyweth Ave.   What do you  
Propose for that area, and what is the master plan…and when will something be started on that plan? 
  
Can you direct me to someone who can send me information about this? 
  
We are considering purchasing property and would like to know that plan! 
  
Thank you, 
  
Mona Dawn Edwards 



Mark, Jane 

From: Lagana, Dianne [dlagana@pres-net.com]

Sent: Tuesday, September 30, 2008 9:01 AM

To: Mark, Jane

Subject: Is there a layout of the plan available.
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10/9/2008

I live at 458 Colony Crest Drive in the Colony Green Condominiums. 
I heard something about an equestrian center. 
I’m concerned about the location to the proximity of my condo which is located very close to the field, 
facing west. 
  
Can you give me some insight to my concern? 
  
  
Also, will the median of Chenoweyth be finished, so that the dirt is not exposed?  This is a muddy mess 
with cars 
doing 360’s on the road.  The dead-end portion of this road, which is adjacent to the field has been a 
perpetual problem with debris, city allowing contractors to dump gravel, store commercial vehicles, 
people constantly dumpling large items, etc.  I’m hoping the city will finally help with this issue of the 
street problems. 
  
I would appreciate your in-put. 



Mark, Jane 

From: Mary Eaton [Mary.Eaton@osh.com]

Sent: Tuesday, September 30, 2008 11:44 AM

To: Mark, Jane; Brosseau, Kimberly

Subject: Marshall County Park Plan
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10/9/2008

I appreciate the updates on the progress of the Marshall County Park.  I live in the Colony Green development.  
My home faces Duesenburg.  I have a vested interested in the park and the traffic that will be created.   
 
Unfortunately the meetings start at 6:00pm or earlier.  My work schedule prohibits me attending the meetings.  My 
concerns are: 
  
The traffic.  My biggest concern with the plan is the traffic that will use Duesenburg as a through street to the 
park.  The cars speed down the street as it is.  What will happen when the park opens?  Will there be some type 
of traffic control in place? 
  
The area along Chynoweth is used as a garbage dump on a regular basis.  This last week there was a sofa.  I 
think it is still there.  You begin to not even see it.  Will someone monitor this and pick up the trash so it doesn’t sit 
there for weeks? 
  
The dead end has been used by many, many companies doing road work in the area.  Their trucks are always in 
the way.  They create dirt and dust.  This does not even address the fact that they create unsafe driving 
conditions for those using the road to their own home.  It is apparent that they feel their needs far surpass the 
needs of the residents living on the street.  Will the park eliminate this use?   
  
The only other concern that I have is the dog park that I have heard proposed.  Our development is already used 
like a dog park and I can assure you many of the people walking their dog do not clean up after them.  I certainly 
will not want to walk in an area covered with dog waste.  How will that be handled?   
  
We are excited about the prospects of the park.  We love the idea of it being a working farm.  In fact if we had our 
choice it would have no playground, no community center, nothing but a community garden and a walking path.  
There are lots of other areas families can go and play, but there is no other opportunity to keep a piece of the 
valley history alive like is available with Marshall County Park. 
  
Thank you. 
  
Mary Eaton 
mceaton@hotmail.com 
  



Mark, Jane 

From: Lynn Buck [meadowlarkltb@sbcglobal.net]

Sent: Wednesday, October 01, 2008 8:20 AM

To: Mark, Jane

Subject: Martial Cottle Park

Page 1 of 1

10/9/2008

I just wanted to comment on the proposed plan for a Dog Park within the Martial Cottle Park.  As a local 
(Branham/Snell) resident and professional private competition obedience trainer I actually "oppose" a 
Dog Park.  I would rather see that dogs are allowed ON LEASH on the trails throughout the Park.  
  
Lynn Buck    
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