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About Martial Cottle Park 

Martial Cottle Park is a 287.54 acre property located in a 
residential and commercial neighborhood of South San 
Jose, bounded by Branham Lane, Snell Avenue, 
Chynoweth Avenue and Highway 85. An agricultural farm 
and ranch through four generations, the Martial Cottle 
Park property is jointly owned by the California 
Department of Parks and Recreation (CA State Parks) and 
County of Santa Clara Parks and Recreation Department 
(Santa Clara County Parks). 

The development of Martial Cottle Park will reflect the 
Donor's Vision for an educational public resource that will 
provide interpretive programs highlighting the 
agricultural heritage of Santa Clara Valley. Future trails, 
picnic areas and other low-impact recreational uses as well 
as small-scale agriculture and community gardens are also 
part of the vision for Martial Cottle Park. 

Upcoming Public Meetings 

Technical Advisory Meeting 1t5 
Friday, January 22, 2010 from 10:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Edenvale Library - Community Room 
101 Branham Ln. East, San Jose 

Task Force Committee Meeting 1t7 
Monday, February 1, 2010 from 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 
Gunderson High School - Media Center/ Library 
622 Gaundabert Ln., San Jose 

Community Workshop/ DEIR Public Scoping Meeting 
Wednesday, February 10, 2010 from 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 
Gunderson High School - Forum/ Cafeteria 
622 Gaundabert Ln., San Jose 

All members of the public are invited to attend! 

What's New? 

The preparation of the Draft EIR is underway. The draft EIR will be 
circulated for a 4S-day public review and comment period and is 
anticipated for public review in late Springl early Summer 2010. 

Project Updates 

Through an active public engagement and agency outreach process in 2009, County 

Parks staff and the consultant team have developed a Draft Preferred Alternative 

for Martial Cottle Park. In addition County Parks staff and the consultant team 

have also been completing a draft report for the Martial Cottle Park State Park 

General Plan and County Park Master Plan (a combined "Park Plan"). The draft 

report will be circulated for public review and comments and will also provide the 

basis for environmental review and analyses in the preparation of a draft 

Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the project. 


During the development of a Draft Preferred Alternative, several community 

concerns were discussed, including park entrance location, potential traffic impacts, 

west side park buffer and perimeter trail and potential impacts to adjacent 

residences with regards to privacy and security. Other key discussion areas 

included balancing agriculture, recreation and resource enhancement and keeping 

the Park Plan consistent with the donor's vision. 


In summary, the April 1, 2009 Drait Preferred Alternative Plan, that the County 

Parks and Recreation Commission accepted, includes recommendations for: 

- A main park entrance on Snell A venue; 

- Main Visitor Center complex with parking near Snell Avenue and the Life Estate 

Area; 

- Perimeter trail and internal trails with buffers; 

- Multi-use outdoor pavilion that would be flexible for community use; 

- Youth agriculture areas, including animal husbandry which will be located in the 

northern portion of this area; 

- Community gardens and urban forestry area; 

- Research and demonstration gardens; 

- Production agricultural areas surrounding the park and recreational uses; 

- Seasonal wetlands and native plant nursery area; and 

- Community access points located on all sides of the park. 


A number of public meetings were held with the Project Committees which 

included an in-house Project Team with County Parks and State Parks staff, the 

Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), the Task Force Advisory Committee and 

members of the public to solidt input on a Draft Preferred Alternative. Below is a 

summary of these meeting outcomes: 


December 5, 2008 TAC meeting #4: Agency 
representatives and local advisors provided 
feedback on a Prelimina.ry Draft Preferred 
Alternative. Specific items of discussion 
included location of park entrance, agricultural 
management, water feature, and community 
gardens. 

February 17, 2009 Task Force Committee 
meeting 116: Advisory Committee provided 

Members of the public gUidance to staff and consultants on a revised 
provided their input on the Preliminary Draft Preferred Alternative. Major 
Preferred Draft Alternative areas discussed included the location of the 

at the Commun ity main park entrance, residential bufier on the 
Workshop Mtg. #3 west side of the park and the agricultural uses 
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at the Park. An update on the Preliminary Traffic Study Analysis was also 
provided at this meeting. 

February 10, 2009 Community Workshop #3: Members of the public shared 
their comments, likes and dislikes, on a Preliminary Draft Preferred 
Alternative, where approximately 180 attendees participated in this workshop. 
Comments from the small break-out group discussions included traffic and 
parking impacts; location of the main park entrance; the west side buffer and 
perimeter trail relating to privacy/safety impacts; and neighborhood 
partnership opportunities. 

April 1, 2009 Santa Clara County Parks and Recreation Commission meeting: 
County Parks staff presented the recommended Draft Preferred Alternative for 
Martial Cottle Park. The Commission supported staff recommendations to 
forward the Draft Preferred Alternative to the Housing, Land Use, 
Environment and Transportation (HLUE1) Policy Committee of the COW1ty 
Board of Supervisors. 

April 16, 2009 HLUET Committee meeting: County Parks staff presented a 
Draft Preferred Alternative and the HLUET Committee accepted the report 
and the draft alternative which would be used for additional planning 
evaluations. 

Frank Giordano accepts the Award 
at the 2009 California State Fair 

Planning Process 

Over the summer of 2009, Martial 
Cottle Park (Cottle Ranch) was 
recognized with IOO-year and 125
year commendation awards for 
preserving agriculture in the Santa 
Clara Valley from the California 
Agricultural Heritage Club. COW1ty 
Parks staff, the donor's 
representatives, Frank Giordano and 
Dave Giordano, and Commissioner 
Gail Kautz of the California State 
Park and Recreation Commission 
were present at this recognition 
ceremony that was held at the 2009 
California State Fair in Sacramento. 

This new park is an exciting opportunity for the community to become 
involved with Santa Clara County Parks and CA State Parks in the planning 
process. The County and State are collaborating to develop a Master Plan 
based on the Donor's Vision . Before future improvements can be 
implemented at the property and the park open for public use, a combined 
General Plan/Master Plan report must be completed and approved by the 
Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors and adopted by the California 
State Park and Recreation Commission. In addition, both agencies must 
consider the findings of the environmental review for the proposed project's 
potential impacts before they approve the project. 

Next Steps 

Environmental Review Phase (Spring/Summer 2010) 
In accordance with California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
guidelines, the County Parks Department will prepare a draft 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the project to evaluate the 
project's potential environmental impacts on the Park and 
surrounding area. As part of the preparation of a draft EIR, the 
County Parks Department will release a Notice of Preparation 
(NOP) to inform interested members of the public and agencies 
that a draft EIR is being prepared. In addition, a public scoping 
meeting will be held in conjunction with the next Community 
Workshop, on Wednesday, February 10, 2010, at 6:30 pm at 
Gunderson High School, to solicit public input on potential 
environmental impacts associated with the project. A draft EIR will 
be circulated for a 45-day publiC review and comment period and is 
anticipated for public review in late Spring/ early Summer 2010. 

Project Approval Phase (Fall 2010) 
Once a Final EIR is prepared for the Draft Martial Cottle Park State 
Park General Plan and County Park Master Plan, the project will be 
forwarded to the Santa Clara County Parks and Recreation 
Commission, the Board's HLUET Committee and the Board of 
Supervisors for review and consideration, before the project is 
presented to the California State Park and Recreation Commission 
for review and consideration. 
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Draft Preferred Alternative 

Seeking Public Comment Contact Information 
on the Master Plan 

If you have questions regarding the project, 
contact: 

Jane Mark, Senior Planner 

(408) 355-2237 
Jane.Mark@prk.sccgov.org 

or 

Kimberly Brosseau, Park Planner 

(408) 355-2230 
Kimberly.Brosseau@prk.sccgov.org 

To view the latest information on the Martial Cottle Park project go to www.parkhere.org 
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