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P.O. Box 27, San Martin CA 95046 

Phone 408 683 2247 or 408 683 0321 

Email jw321@sbcglobal.net 

Friends of  
Coyote Lake-Harvey Bear Ranch  
County Park  

Join us! 
Joining can be for a single event or for a lifetime of 
parks activities.  There’s no requirement to fulfill a 
particular number of hours.  This enables you to 
become more familiar with this Park and to get to 
know other volunteers and park rangers that love it.   
Friends have the opportunity to do much to im-
prove the Park for all it’s users. 

It’s also a great excuse to go out and enjoy the park! 

Friends of Coyote 
Lake-Harvey Bear 
Ranch County Park  

 

 Looking down the Willow Springs Trail 

 Credit, Ron Horii 

Poppies on the Calaveras Trail 

Some Coyote-Bear History…. 
The Bear Ranch – Coyote Lake area was a favor-
ite of the native people of this region because of 
the availability of water from the many springs, 
oak trees and their acorns and the abundant wild-
life. 

The Bear Ranch was once a part of a Spanish 
land grant, known as the Rancho Ojo Del Aqua 
De La Coche (meaning ranch with a spring for 
the coach, so there must have been a coach or 
carriage stop to water horses) for the springs still 
present.  Martin Murphy purchased the land now 
known as the Harvey S. Bear County Park.  The 
town of San Martin grew up around the property.  
Later, Harvey Bear purchased the ranch to graze 
cattle 

Murphy’s sons, John and Daniel, struck gold in 
the Sierras in 1849, but made their fortunes sell-
ing dry goods to the miners. The town they es-
tablished bears the family name – Murphys.   
John became a prominent San Jose citizen, as 
treasurer, coroner, and sheriff for the newly 
formed County of Santa Clara. In 1854, Daniel 
took over the operation of Murphy Sr.’s ranch. 
He began purchasing cattle and land. At the time 
of his death in 1881, Dan’s landholdings in Cali-
fornia, Nevada, New Mexico and Arizona made 
him perhaps the largest landowner on the Pacific 
Coast. The Murphy clan’s pioneering spirit con-
tinued as they helped establish Santa Clara Uni-
versity, College of Notre Dame and the cities of 
San Martin, Morgan Hill, San Jose and Sunny-
vale.  The property was later sold to a series of 
owners to graze cattle. 

 

In 1997 Harvey Bear’s heirs sold Bear Ranch to 
Santa Clara County for use as a park and as a 
memorial to their father.  He wanted to see the 
hills remain open and now they will.  We all ap-
preciate that it will be available for generations to 
come and enjoy as we do. 



Join The Friends of Coyote-Bear 
County Park 

Coyote-Bear is an awesome park.  
There are trails that range from the 
nearly level paved Martin Murphy to 
more challenging climbs that offer won-
derful views of both the Santa Clara 
Valley and Coyote Lake and the moun-
tains beyond..  There are plentiful wild-
flowers, springs and a variety of wildlife 
from bobcats, deer, coyote, mountain 
lions, wild pigs and a myriad of birds 
from wild turkey to eagles, vultures, and 
hawks.  It’s a great place to see yellow 
billed magpies and other species from 
the less common to the everyday.  
There are campsites near the lake and a 
ramp for boaters.  

Overlooking Coyote Lake on 
the Calaveras Trail 

Volunteer Opportunities 
There are a variety of projects available where help is 
needed, such as:  

1. Monthly Trail Days to help build new trails or 
maintain existing ones. 

2. Locating (maybe even eradicating) noxious inva-
sive and non native weeds such as Black Mus-
tard, Teasel, and Star Thistle. 

3. Mapping seeps and springs so that they can be 
managed better, allowing trails to stay open to 
all users for more of the year. 

4. Interpretive or docent programs concerning the 
history of the park, geology, birds, photography, 
wildflower walks or rides and campfire pro-
grams. 

5. Efforts to promote awareness of the Parks wild-
life and help reduce conflicts with park users. 

6. Plant or water new trees such as Valley Oaks.  

7. Plan or support special events in the Park. 

8. Sow native wildflowers in the spring.  

9. User education days: Give horses the chance to 
become more comfortable with bikes, hiking 
sticks, umbrellas, strollers and trail obstacles and 
promote trail etiquette. 

10. Other—we’re open to suggestions! 

 

 

Sign up and Join us! 

 Friends of Coyote-Bear Date 

What kinds of activities interest you?_________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

Name 

Address 

Phone 

 _______________________________________ 

Return to: P.O. Box 27, San Martin CA 95046 

Phone 408 683 2247 or 408 683 0321 

Email jw321@sbcglobal.net 

Email 

Check out our website for a calendar of 
events at the Park, photos of invasive and 
non native plants we’re targeting, trail condi-
tions, and useful links such as the County’s 
trail map for Coyote-Bear 

 

http://www.neighborhoodlink.com/Friends_
Of_Coyote-Bear/home 

 


