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Reentry Housing Assistance Helps Those Released Under Prop 36 –

Three Strikes Law Reform 
Rental Assistance Program to Help 29 People to Get Back on Their Feet 

 
SANTA CLARA COUNTY, CALIF. – In a bold move to address a significant obstacle to successful reentry into 

the community, the County of Santa Clara established a Rental Assistance Program for qualified applicants who 

have been released from prison as a result of voter approved Proposition 36.  The program is underway and 

housing assistance is now being provided for 29 qualified applicants. 

 

“The Board approved the Rental Assistance Program last November and staff has worked to develop the 

program elements and criteria that help the returning population to access the type of assistance needed based 

on their individual circumstances,” said Santa Clara County Executive Jeffrey V. Smith.  “Having housing needs 

addressed will bring a measure of stability and an opportunity for those who are eligible to pick up the broken 

pieces and start fresh.”  

 

Proposition 36 was approved by California voters in November 2012 to restore the original intent of the Three 

Strikes law.  It requires that life sentences be imposed only for serious or violent crimes.  Repeat offenders 

currently serving life sentences for non-serious, non-violent crimes can apply for new sentences, which at the 

discretion of a judge can be granted, if resentencing does not pose an unreasonable risk to public safety.   

 

Proposition 36 grew out of the efforts of the Stanford Three Strikes Project in partnership with NAACP Legal 

Defense Fund Inc., to reform the harshest aspects of the Three Strikes law. California’s “Three Strikes and 

You’re Out” Law was originally enacted in 1994 and is widely recognized as the harshest sentencing law in the 

United States. Over 4,000 inmates in California were serving life sentences under the law for non-violent 

crimes. 

 

Stanford found that some Three Strikes Project clients had been given life sentences for offenses including 

stealing one dollar in loose change from a parked car, possessing less than a gram of narcotics, and attempting 

to break into a soup kitchen.  

 

“Housing is the first order of business for anyone trying to stabilize their lives,” said Santa Clara County Public 

Defender Molly O’Neal.  “With appropriate services, this group of recently released inmates can get their lives 

back on track and stay out of the system, which benefits the entire community and ultimately saves the county 

money.”   

 

As of April 2014, over 1,750 people had been resentenced and released statewide under Proposition 36.  To 

date, in Santa Clara County, 109 of 132 clients eligible for resentencing represented by the Santa Clara County 

Public and Alternate Defender offices have been released or will be released when they have completed their 

reduced sentences.   

 

The Rental Assistance Program, for those released under Prop 36 provides four types of assistance, including 

monthly rental assistance and case management for up to one year.     

 



“The County has been very generous in helping me to get to this point,” said Martin Stagi, who is earning 

minimum wage working in maintenance and taking classes in construction technology part-time. “Many 

apartment owners want you to earn three times more than the cost of rent before they will consider you.  I just 

hope that I will be able to afford this place a year from now.”  

 

“When voters approved Proposition 36, they wanted people who were serving life sentences for petty crimes to 

be permitted to return to their communities,” said County of Santa Clara Chief Operating Officer Gary 

Graves.  “Being able to afford a place to live is essential, if successful reintegration into the community is to be 

possible.  The cost to the County for the rental assistance is a lot less than the cost of incarceration.”  

 

BACKGROUND  

Reentry Housing Assistance is funded from a one-time reserve of $4 million from the AB 109 Realignment fund 

balance set aside for housing projects for reentry clients.  The County has budgeted $92,000 to provide four 

categories of support: One‐Time Assistance to Obtain Permanent Housing, Homeless Prevention, Temporary 

Tenant‐Based Rental Assistance, and Interim Assistance. The total provided and projected annual commitment 

for these 29 participants is $38,161.  

 

         One-Time Assistance – 13 applicants demonstrated the ability to maintain permanent housing, and 

once it is secured, will receive a one-time assistance for permanent housing in the form of full security 

or full utility deposits.  To date, $5,650 in one-time assistance has been allocated. 

 

         Homeless Prevention - Nine have attained permanent housing, but are vulnerable to becoming 

homeless and will receive homeless prevention support through either a one-time financial assistance 

to cover a temporary crisis or subsidized rental assistance for one to three months. To date, a total of 

$5,019 has been provided. 

 
         Temporary Tenant‐Based Rental Assistance - Five applicants qualified for Temporary Tenant-Based 

Rental Assistance Approvals (TBRA) and will receive monthly rental assistance.  This kind of assistance 

is only granted to low-risk and highly motivated clients working at least 20 hours a week, or those who 

are compliant with a workforce development/ training program.  Their rental assistance will be directly 

paid to landlords, and will be available for one year. To date, a total of $3,097 has been provided, with 

an annual projection of TBRA funding of $23,310, based on the number of eligible applicants to date. 

 
         Interim Assistance - In late March, two applicants were allocated a total of $1,085 of financial 

assistance between them.  

 

Reentry Resource Center - Located at 151 W. Mission St., San Jose. Opened since 2012, the Reentry Resource 

Center focuses on building safer communities and strengthening families through successful reintegration and reentry 

of formerly incarcerated individuals.  The Reentry Resource Center offers a variety of services and is a collaborative 

multi-agency program, including Probation, Sheriff/Department of Correction, Custody Health, Mental Health 

Department, Department of Alcohol and Drug Services, Ambulatory Care, County Executive’s Office of Reentry 

Services, Social Services Agency, and a collaborative of faith-based organizations.  
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