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October 1, 2008
Dear Civil Surgeon,

The CDC released new Civil Surgeon Tuberculosis (TB) Technical Instructions, effective May 1, 2008. The changes in the instructions regarding the evaluation of  immigrants and refugees residing in California, who are applying to adjust their visa status, has led to a significant increase in number of referrals for completion of  the I-693 form for applicants with a normal chest x ray and a positive Tuberculin skin test (TST) to Valley Health Center at Lenzen - TB clinic.  

This letter clarifies our county policy and procedures regarding the referral of applicants seeking status adjustment under the new TB screening guidelines, effective immediately.

1) Civil surgeons are required to refer applicants who have an abnormal CXR suggestive of TB, evidence of extrapulmonary TB, or signs and symptoms of TB to the Tuberculosis Clinic for further evaluation and therapy. 

Those applicants with suspected or active TB should be referred  to the TB clinic at Valley Health Center at Lenzen.  The civil surgeon must send a fax referral to the TB clinic with all the relevant information including a copy of the x-ray report.  The applicant will be scheduled by the TB clinic staff and will be required to bring in their x-rays and any other pertinent data including the I-693 form to their clinic appointment.  PLEASE DO NOT have the applicants walk in to the TB clinic. The applicants can expect that the evaluation may take up to 8 - 10 weeks to complete. 

2) Applicants determined to be Class B - Latent TB Infection Needing Evaluation for Treatment (LBTI) can be referred directly to their PMDs for LTBI treatment.  

Applicants who have a reactive TST, normal CXR, and no symptoms or signs of TB do not require referral to the public health department. If the applicant does not have access to primary medical care, please make a referral to the TB clinic for evaluation for LTBI treatment by faxing the relevant information to the TB clinic. The applicant will be scheduled by the TB clinic staff. Part 4 of the I-693 form does not need to be completed by the Public health department or TB clinic in this situation. 
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Thank you for your cooperation with these recommendations. 

If you have questions or concerns about the new screening guidelines or a patient needs urgent evaluation, please contact us.

Sincerely yours,

Julie Higashi, MD PhD



Gulshan Bhatia, MRCP(UK), DTMH

TB Controller/Deputy Health Officer

Chief
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Dedicated to the health of the whole community
The Public Health Department is a division of Santa Clara Valley Health & Hospital System, owned and operated by the County of Santa Clara.



