
ORIENTAL COCKROACH 
 

 
 

PREVENTION & CONTROL 
 

DESCRIPTION 

Oriental cockroaches are dark brown to black in color and 1 -1¼ inch in length.  

The females have only traces of wings, while males have short wings which 
cover half to three quarters of the body. These pests cannot fly.  



 

HABITS 
Oriental cockroaches are more active at night when they leave their dark, damp 
environment in search of food or water. Often they can be seen during the 
summer months wandering on lawns or pavement.  
Occasionally homeowners may find this roach indoors. This does not mean that 
the home is infested. Usually it indicates a roach is searching for food away from 
its resting area. In yards, Oriental cockroaches may nest in any dark, cool, damp 
area. These areas commonly include:  

• UNDER CEMENT FOUNDATIONS  
• CRACK IN FOUNDATIONS 
• CRAWL SPACES  
• BASEMLENTS 
• THICK VEGETATION(ESPECIALLY JUNIPERS AND IVY) 
• UNDER WOOD PILES AND DEBRIS 
• UNDER PLASTIC COVERS 
 

CONTROL 
Oriental cockroaches can be controlled outdoors with liquid insecticides. 
Read product labels to find those registered for cockroach control. Choose a 
product which provides extended residual control. 

Liquid insecticides may be applied with a pump type “hand can” sprayer or a 
plastic jar applicator, which attaches to a garden hose. Spray around areas 
where cockroach activity is observed.  



 

If roaches are entering the home, apply a barrier application around the 
foundation of the house as well as 2 feet up the wall. This will help prevent 
roaches from entering from these sites. All pillars, pipes, porches and supports 
need to be treated.  
 
There are several low toxic products available for use indoors to control roaches. 
These include baits and bait stations containing boric acid, fipronil and 
hudramethylnon. When using gel type baits small dabs in several locations are 
more effective than a few large blobs. For the best locations to place bait stations 
see “Suggestions for trap locations” under “Non-toxic Control Methods: Sticky 
traps”. Be sure to check your bait stations frequently and remove any empty bait 
stations. 
 

WHEN USING PESTICIDES: 
• AVOID CONTACT WITH EYES, SKIN AND CLOTHING 
• FOLLOW ALL LABEL DIRECTIONS 
• DO NOT PERMIT CHILDREN OR PETS TO GO ON TREATED AREAS UNTIL THE SPRAY HAS  

COMPLETELY DRIED 
• KEEP PESTICIDES OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN 
 

Non-toxic Control Methods 

Sticky traps- 
 

Trapping can be successful if: 
• YOU HAVE A SMALL COCKROACH INFESTATION 
• ALL HARBORAGES HAVE BEEN SEALED 
• YOU MAINTAIN GOOD SANITATION PRACTICES 
• YOU PLACE ENOUGH TRAPS CLOSE TO THE 

INFESTATION CENTERS 
• YOU USE PROPER TRAP MANAGEMENT 

The number of traps needed will depend upon the extent of the infestation. 



Place sticky traps next to walls, under appliances and in hidden areas. In 
cabinets and on the floor, traps should be placed against the wall, in the center, 
not the corner.  Traps should also be place above false ceilings. The closer the 
trap is to the infested area, the more cockroaches you will catch.   Replace filled 
traps as needed. If traps don’t catch any cockroaches within a week or so, 
reposition them. 

Suggestions for trap location: 

• BESIDE OR BEHIND  TOILET 
• UNDER ALL SINKS 
• BESIDE SHOWER OR BATHTUB 
• BACK OF ALL KITCHEN CABINETS 
• BEHIND, BESIDE OR UNDER REFRIGERATOR, STOVE, WATER HEATER, WASHING 

MACHINE, AND DISHWASHER 
Dusts- 

 
Dusts called desiccants literally dry out cockroaches 
that come into contact with them. Two desiccants most 
often used for cockroach control are diatomaceous 
earth (DE) and silica aerogel. 
DE is virtually non-toxic to humans. Be sure to use DE 
labeled for pest control and not for  pool filters. Silica 
aerogel is a non-abrasive, chemically inert substance 
that is used as a dehydrating agent and can often be 
purchased from a florist. 

Place the material in a duster or a flexible bottle that has a small, narrow nozzle 
(less than ¼”) and apply a thin coating of the material. Use several small puffs 
rather than one large application. 

 

IMPORTANT 

• DESICCANTS DO NOT WORK WHEN WET, SO USE THEM IN DRY AREAS ONLY.  
• DESICCANTS CAN HARM MOTORS AND ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT, SO AVOID USING THEM 

NEAR ANY APPLIANCES. 
 

Vacuuming- 

A vacuum with a crevice tool can be effective on small, isolated infestations. 
Vacuuming cleans out old and new egg capsules, loose fecal materials and living 
and dead cockroaches. Vacuuming will not kill live cockroaches. Immediately 
place used vacuum bag in a sealable container or freezer for disposal.  



PLEASE NOTE: 

• ESTABLISHED INFESTATIONS MAY REQUIRE MORE THAN ONE APPLICATION. 
• SEVERE INFESTATIONS MAY REQUIRE THE SERVICES OF A LICENSED PEST CONTROL 

OPERATOR. 
 
 

PREVENTION 
Since Oriental cockroaches nest in dark, damp, cool areas, reducing or 
eliminating these areas will prevent future infestations.  
• TRIM VEGETATION AND THIN-OUT HEAVY GROWTH 
• REMOVE LEAF LITTER ACCUMULATIONS FROM UNDER LANDSCAPING 
• STACK FIREWOOD AND LUMBER PILES OFF THE GROUND AND AWAY FROM THE HOUSE 

• REMOVE DEBRIS FROM YARD 
• DO NOT WATER YARD AT NIGHT 
• DO NOT LEAVE PET FOOD OUT OVERNIGHT 

 

EXCLUSION 
Oriental cockroaches will commonly enter homes along plumbing (up through the 
floor from underneath the crawlspace) and under door and window jams. 
Exclusion measures, which will help prevent Oriental cockroaches from entering 
at these sites, include:  

• REPAIRING BROKEN WINDOW AND DOOR SCREENS 
• PLUGGING CRACKS AROUND BASEBOARDS, SINKS AND PIPES WITH PUTTY OR  

CAULKING 



• WEATHER STRIPING ALONG BOTTOM OF ALL DOORS INCLUDING GARAGE DOORS  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SERVICES PROVIDED 
The Santa Clara County Vector Control District provides information to 
County residents on the identification, exclusion and treatment of Oriental 
cockroaches. We do not provide pesticide applications to residences or to 
public properties. Contact your local city jurisdiction to find out what services 
they may offer. 
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