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March 15, 1965

MR. CHARLES PAUL, DIRECTOR
CALTFORNITA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE:

THE HONORABLE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS QF THE
COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA:

AND:
MR. HOWARD W. CAMPEN, COUNTY EXECUTIVE:

Gent lemen:
'
This 1964 Annual Agricultural Crop Report for the County of Santa Clara,
is herewith submitted in accordance with the provision of Section 65.5 of the
Galifornia Agricultural Code. .

The ¥eport shows the acreage, production and values of the commerecial
crops and products produced in the County. The value figures represent the
gross farm income of agricultural production, and do not reflect net income
to the producer. Cost of production, harvesting, packing and other costs
should be deducted to arrive at a true farm value.

Alse included in this report, as a point of interest, are two data
sheets, one showing the "Acreage Trend" of our principal commercial fruit,
nut, strawberry and vine crops from 1950 through 1964, and the other showing
the bearing and non-bearing acreage of our major fruit crops for North and
South County, using Coyote as the dividing line.

A. C, P. payments are not included in the gross value figures, but are
only reported for informational purposes.

I wish to take this opportunity to express my appreciation and to
sincerely thank all individuals and organizations who so willingly cocperated
with me and my staff in contributing the iﬁfopmation necessary for this
report. :

To all the members of my staff, expressed appreciation is being given
for theilr efforts in the compilation of this report.

Respectfully submitted,

(%Aﬂ[ (AT eree

THEODORE J NIZ
AGRICULT COMMISS IONER
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COMMENTS ON_1964 CROP PROPUCTION

. Small siges and poor quality of prunes resulted in a sharp
reduction of prices to Santa Clara County prune growers, In
spite of a $60.00 per ton drop, dried prunes led 211 agricultural
capmodities at $10,946,000.

Apricot production was down slightly. Fresh and canned fruit
prices were above 1963 but the low price tor dried apricots
accounted for an over all reduction of over gne million dellars.

Cherry production and prices returned to a normal level
after a near disastercus 1963 season caused by rains during
blosgoming and ripening periods.

Pear growers realized a larger tomnage and better prices
than in 1963, Pear Decline and urbanlzation reduced the pear
acreage by approximately 200 acres.

Walnut Husk Fly continues to plague local walnut growers.
In several areas where satisfactory control was not obtained,
considerable tonnage was down graded with a resulting lower
price to the grower.

During the 1964 growing season, a heavy Field Mice infesta~
tion resulted in damage and extra control costs to growers ot
sugar beets, altalfa, vegetables and other crops,

Tomato acreage and production was up during 1964. Lack
of early frosts extended the harvest season to about November 1.
A labor shortage near the end of the harvest season was responsible
for a loss of three to five percent of the teotal crop.

Lack ot rainfall in 1963 -« 1964, added extra irrigation costs
te most growers in Santa Clara County. Range forage was also
reduced and many cattlemen had to reduce their herds or buy
supplemental feed.
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