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THE HONORABLE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE
COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA:

ARD:
MR. HOWARD W. CAMPEN, COUNTY EXECUTIVE:
Gentlemen:

_ This 1965 Annual Agricultural Crop Report for the County of Santa Clara,
is herewith submitted in accordance with the provision of Sectioan 65.5 of the
California Agricultural Code.

The report shows the acreage, production and gross values of the commercial
crops and products produced in the County

Also included in this report, as a point of interest, are two data
. sheets, one showing the "Acreage Trend" of our total bearing and non-bearing
acreage of fruit and nut crops from 1950 through 1965, and the other showing
the bearing and non-bearing acreage of our major fruit and nut crops for Worth
and South County, using Coyote as the dividing line..

A. C. P, payments are not included in the gross value trigures, but are
_only reported for informational purposes.

I wish to take this opportunity to express my appreciation and to
sincerely thank all individuals and organizations who so willingly cooperated
with this department in contributing the information necessary tor this
report.

To all the members ot my staff, expressed appreciation is being given
ror their efforts in the compilation of -this report.

ResPectfully submitted,

'

THEODGORE J.
Y COMMISSIONER

- AGRICULTURA
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COMMENTS ON 1965 CROP PRODUCTION

Apricot growers suffered financially during 1965. Prices for fresh, canned,
jam and nectar fruit were depresgsed. A heavy 'cull out" was pecessary to meet
high quality standards required by processors. It was estimated that 2000 tons of
fruit went unharvested due to. unfavorable prices. Only dried apricots showed a
price increase over 1964,

Cherry production was up over 1964, Lack of rain during pre-harvest and
harvest season was favorable to local growers. Better prices and increased
production accounted for over 1 million dollars in gross returns. Bird damage
continues to plague local orchards. .

Santa Clara County growers fared better, production wise than all other pear
growing districts in California and the Northwest. Rains during the 1965 bloom
period resulted in one half the tonnage on a state wide basis of 1964. Ilocal
production was only off approximately 20%. The light crop resulted in peak prices
and reflected an over all increase to county growers of more than one million
dollars over 1964. Pear Decline continues to be a problem to local growers. Research
of this disease is still being carried om at local, state and national levels. '

Prune growers again faced an adverse season. Total dried tonnage was down
approximately 9,000 tons, a heavier than usual "dry-away'" and smaller fruit
accounted for the drop. Prices remained depressed. 207% of the crop was assigned to
the Reserve Pool for management purposes., It is hoped that as this reserve is
returned to the market, prices will be comparable to the 807 "free tonnage".

Quality of walnuts was below average, partially due to difficulties in
Walout Husk Fly control. Prices were down approximately $75. per tom.

Tomato planting was down, probably due to uncertainty of harvest help. A
ten dollar per ton increase over 1964 resulted in over a million dollar imcrease
in this crop. A long harvest season was also favorable. Local labor, mechanical
harvesters and a limited number of braceros harvested the crop with very little
loss of fruit.

Strawberry acreage continues to droﬁ. A high of 3,500 acres in 1957 has
been reduced to a present 300 acres. Prices for berries for processing were
good, averaging 16%¢ per pound for 1965.

Neck Rot of onions was moderately prevalent in 1965.

Livestock raisers fared better in 1965. Above normal rainfall resulted im
good range conditions. Firmer prices resulted in nearly 1 million dollar gross
increase over 1964,

Urbanization and other factors continue to reduce farming acreage in Santa
Clara County. Fruit and nut tree acreage alone showed a loss of approximately
2000 acres. Acreage of crops of low value per acre, such as alfalfa and permanent
pasture, dropped due to irrigation, pump tax and other costs.
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