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March 15, 1967

MR. EARL COKE, DIRECTOR
CALYIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE:

THE HONORABLE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE
COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA;

-AND:
MR. HOWARD W. CAMPEN, COUNTY EXECUTIVE:
Gentlemen:
This 1966 Annual Agricultural Crop Repdrt for the County of Santa Clara,
is herewith submitted in accordance with the provision of Section 65.5 of the

California Agricultural Code.

The report shows the acreage, production and gross values of the commercial
erops and products produced in the County.

Also included in this report, as a poeint of interest, are two data

3 sheets, one showing the "Acreage Trend" of our total bearing and non~bearing
‘ acreage of fruit, nut and grape crops from 1950 through 1966, and the other
showing the bearing and non-bearing acreage of our major fruit and nut crops
for North and South County, using Coyote as the dividing line.

A&. C. P. payments are not included in the gross value figures, but are
only reported for informational purposes.

I wish to take this opportunity to express my appreciation and to
sincerely thank all individuals and organizations who so willingly cooperated
with this department in contributing the information necessary for this
report.

To all the members of my staff, expressed appreclation is being given
for their efforts in the compilation of this report.

RespectFully submitted,

S e2r S AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER
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COMMENTS ON 1966 CROP PRODUCTION

Santa Clara County experienced a dry spring seagson with lase than 2" of
rain after February 1, 1966. This coupled with unusually warm weather
xesulted in a 7 to 10 day earlier harvest date for many crops. It also was
the cause for extra irrigations of field, vegetable and orchaxd crops. In
spite of adverse weather conditions, as well as decreased prices for some of
the major crops, the total gross income was $71,744,000. an increase of over
1 million dollars over 1965.

Fruit and fut tree acreage showed a loss of approx 2200 acres over the
previous year. Urbanization was responsible for the bulk of this loss,
although a few of the older orchards were replaced by vegetable, cut flower,
and berry crops, '

Apricot growers partially recovered from a near disastrous 1965 season.
1966 gross farm income from this crop was up almost one millipn dollars over
the previous year on slightly less tonnage.

1966 prune prices for good quality fruit were. the highest since 1961.
In spite of reduced acreage and some poor quality fruit due to sunburn,
side and end cracks, and small sizes, growers realized more than 1 million
dollars over the 1965 gross income.

Livestock and poultry raisers benefited from slightly higher prices for
meat, milk and eggs. However, total production in these commodities were
less than in the previous year. This resulted in a decrease of almost 2
million dollars.

After considerable field experience with mechanical tomato harvesting
equipment in 1965, local growers of canning tomatoes increased their acreage
to 7,000 acres in 1966. Approximately 5,000 of the 7,000 acres were picked
by about 50 of these harvesters.

The fact that no established price was available for Bartlett and
Hardy canning pears, when this report was prepared, an estimated price was
used to compute the values, consequently the gross return for all pears
showed a loss of 52,073,250, Pear Decline continues to plague local pear
growers. This disease was severe during 1966 and appears to be on the
increase. Pear psylla populations were high last year and an apparent
immunity to some spray chemicals was noted, This insect pest is considered
to be the vector and the cause of the spread of this serious pear disease.
To complicate the Pear Decline situation we now have the Pear Leaf Purple
Curl disorder, a virus disease that may be transmitted by psylla, budding
or seed.

Cut flowers led all individual crops in dollar value for the second
season in a row. Increased field and green house growing areas and
slightly higher prices per bloom resulted in a $12,171,000 gross return to
county flower growers. Lack of air transportation during the airplane
strike caused considerable concern to this industry and prevented many
eastern shipments, which resulted in a considerable loss of revenue.
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