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March 15, 19568

MR. EARL COKE, DIRECTOR
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE:

THE HONORABLE BOARD QF .SUPERVISORS OF THE
COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA:

AND
MR. HOWARD W. CAMPEN, COUNTY EXECUTIVE:
Gentlemen:

In accordance with the provisions of Section 2279 of the California
Agricultural Code, I am pleased to submit this 1967 Annual Agricultural Crop
Report of the acreage, production and valuation of the agricultural crops and
products of the County of Santa Clara,

The gross value of the commercial crops and products produced was $71,978,895,
which is an increase of $376,100 over the year 1966. It must be emphasized that
this report reflects a gross return and in no way represents the actual profit
to the producer. ¥

‘A. C. P. payments are not included in the gross value figures, but are
only reported for informational purposes.

As a point of interest, also included in this report are three data sheets,
one showing crops and products exceeding '"One Million' dollars in value, one
showing the "Acreage Trend" of our bearing and non-bearing acreage of our major
fruit, nut and grape crops, and one showing the acreage of our major fruit, nut
and grape crops for North and South County, using Coyote as the dividing line.

I wish to express my sincere appreciation for the cooperation and
assistance of all individuals and organizations who so willingly cooperated
with this department in contributing the information necessary to make this
report possible.

To all the members of my staff, I express my sincere thanks for their
diligent efforts in obtaining and compiling the information reflected in this
report,

Respectfully submitted,qB
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COMMENTS ON 1967 CROP PRODUCTION

Production for most of the deciduous fruit crops in Santa Clara County
was greatly reduced because of & very poor fruit set due to the prolonged
rainy peried during late March and April, while the fruilt crops were in bloom,
From this report it is guite evident that prume production was not as severely
affected as were apples, apricots, cherries and pears. Prune production was
up slightly, but a three to eme dry-away was experienced along with a larger
tonnage of smaller and inferior fruit. Due to lower prices the gross income
for prunes decreased from $10,212,900.00 to $8,781,500.00, consequently prunes
lost its rating in ramk as the number one crop in Santa Clara County.

, apple incame decreased $38,100.00, apricot production dropped 12,840 tons
below the 34,000 tons for 1966, and the value decreased $1,541,000.00, cherries
dropped from $3,236,000.00 to $1,189,000.00. ° Pear production undoubtedly suffered
the greatest loss, decreasing from 57,710 tons to 20,445 tons, and even though
pears received one of the highest prices ever paid the value still decreased
$1,417,100.00. Walnut production was lower, but due to higher prices the gross
income increased $285,000.00. Though higher prices were paid for most of the
crops the over all gross income returns for all fruits, grapes and nuts decreased
$6,283,700.00., There was also a reduction of 4,123 acres of our major fruit
craps, with prunes losing 2,164 acres. Strawberry production and gross value
exceeded that of 1966, even though the. first crop was damaged and picking
hampered by wet weather. '

Even though inclement weather severely hampered seeding and planting of
many of our vegetable crops, and with approximately 1600 additional acres
planted over 1966, the overall total gross value increased from $13,223,600.00
to $16,926,300.00, with tomatoes (the number two crop in Santa Clara County),

- eucumbers and bell peppers showing the largest increases, these three vegetable
crops have received a place in the million dollar income category.

Additional new plantings of cut flowers in Santa Clara County countinues to
increase steadily. Total production area under glass, plastic or fiberglass is
11,267,000 square feet, and there was approximately 155 acres producing outdoor
chrysanthemums, asters, gladioli, iris, daisies, statice, strawflowers, sweet peas
and other eut flowers. '

The total gross income for all cut flowers increased $2,474,400.00, with
chrysanthemums leading all other crops produced in the county in dollar value
with a gross income of $10,021,000,00, and now holds the number one rating in
ramk as the leading individual gross income crop in the County. Carnations

also showed an increase in income of from $2,494,000.00 to $3,265,000.00.

With nearly ten (10) inches 6f rain falling in late March and April, which
caused considerable anguish and near disagter for some crops, it nevertheless
was beneficial from the standpoint of maintaining our water level. Most of
the reservolrs were filled to capacity, and maintained a favorable water level
. throughout the summer. Pasture and range land benefited tremendously, and
generally provided ample range feed for livestock throughout the summer months.
Because of the late rains most growers saved from one to two irrigations of
their orchards, and the same was true for other crops.
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